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May it pleafe Tour Majesty, 



THIS Treatife of Englifi Po, 
compofed by the moft ex ten 
fertile Genius that ever any Age or Natt0: 
produced, the inimitable Shakefpeare, TJ 
Work itfelf is of the Dramatic Kind, alti^ 
the Charaders are diftinguifhed and lliftain- 
ed throughout by the Sentiments peculiar 
to the Speakers, who as in a Mirrour give 
the prefent Age a Retrolpedl of the paft. 
How this Performance was valued by the 
Author appears by his addrefling it to the 
Moft lUuftrious Potentate then in the 
World, the great Elizabeth. And as we 
truft it is nothing impaired in Worth, by 
lying in Obfcurity near two Centuries, ^we 
humbly crave Perrhiffion to fhelter^ under 

T the 





the Patronage of the beft of Kings: A 
Monarch who is the Sacred Guardian of 
the happy ConfHtution firft eftabHfhed by 
that, renowned Princefs. And that Your 
Majesty's aulpicious Reign may continue 
to blefs Your People, and give Luftre to 
the Britijb Throne to an Extent of Years, 
even beyond thofe enjoyed by that happy 
Queen, is the ardent Prayer of 



Tour Ma jE s T y's 



»••*' 



Mofi faithfuty 
Mpft Ohedient^ 

andHumhk Suhje&Sy 



The Editors. 
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T O T H E 

Moft Vertiious and learned Lady, my moft 
deare and Soueraigne Princeffe, 

ELI Z A BETH, 

^y the Grace of GOD, Queene of England^ Fraunce 
and Irelandy Defendrefle of the Fayth. &c. 

WHEREAS there was neuer anye thinge bearde ; ;: 
tfinanyagepafthetberuntOyfoperfeSfly wrought \ "■ 
and framed^ eytber by Arte vr Nature j but that •.: 
iV bath atfometitnej for fome forged and fur^ S; 
mifed mattery fujiaynedthe rep'rehenfion of fome enuious per-- ^> 
Jons or other ; / do not much meruayle^ Moji Mighty Prynceffe^ 
that in this your fo noble and famous a gouernment, {the glory 
whereof is now long fj thence fcattered and fpread ouer the 
whole face of the Earth) there are notwitbjlanding certayne 
eutll difpofed people^ fo blinded with malice^ andfubdued to 
their owne parcidl conceiptes •, that as yet they can neyther 
fpare indifferent iudgements to conceyue^ or reverent tongues to 
reporte a known truths touching the perfeSiion of the fame. 
But for tbefe men^ as they are {no doubt) fufficiantly refuted 
by the tejiimonies of their own confciences : fo are they moft 
certaynly condemned by the common confent of all fuchy as are 
wife or indifferent. And although this be of itfelfe fo clears 
and manyfefty that it cannot be denied^ yet could not I forbear e 
(moft renowned Soveraigne) beings as it were, inforced by your 
Maiefties late andjingular clemency^ in pardoning certayne my 
'vnduetifull mifdemeanoury but feeke to acknowledge your gra-* 
dous goodneffe and bounty towards me, by exhibiting vntoyou 
this fmall and fimpleprefent X wherein^ as I haue indeuoured 
in few wordes to aunfwere certayne quarrels and obieHionSy 
% A 2 doyly 
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, , , . The EPISTLE. 

Uayly and ordinarily occurrent in the talke offundry men^ fi 
• doe I moft bumbff crane your Graces fauourable acceptation 
• thereof : protejling alfo with all butnilityy that my meantnge 
is nht in the difcourfe of thefe matters heere difputeji^ to define 
ditgbt^ ^ich may in any wifefounde preiudiciall to any pub^ 
lie authority^ hut only to alleadge fuch probability as I coulde^ 
to flop the muthes of certayKe en ill affeSled perfoits^ which 
of their curiofity require farther fatisfa^lion in thefe matters^ 
then can 'Ufetl fland with goo^modefty. Wherefore as n>pon 
this zeale and good fneahing totvards your efliitey I was ear- 
nefily mouedto vndertake this enterprifiy and in the handling 
'thereof rather content to fhewe myfelf vnjkilfui to others^ tbeti,^ 
vnthankfuU to you : fo prefuminge of your auncient accujiomed 
clemency y Iwasfo bould to commit the fame to your gracious 
proteHiony fully perfwading and ajfuring myfelf^ that it would 
generally chtayne the better credit and entertainment among 
iftbers^ if your Mdiejiies name were prefixed^ as it were a 
ntojl rich lewell and rare Ornament, to beautifie and commend 
the fame. God preferue your Maiefiy with infinite increaft 
of alibis blejfings befiowed vponyou, and graunt that your 
dayes of life here vpon earth may be extended (if it be his good 
'Wiliy-euenfar beyond the ordinary courfe of nature: that as you 
h^ve already fujficiently raygnedfor yoitr owhe honour and 
glory to laft withall pofterities : fo you may contineiv and re- 
mayne with vs many more year es^ euen to the ful contentaiiou 
{if it may fo be) of vs your louing fubieSls^ and to the perfeit 
efiablifhing of this fiorifbing peace and tranquillity in your 
Commonweale for euer. 

Your MAJESTIES 
moft faythfulland 
louing Sutjeft, 

W. Shakespeare. 
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A TAELE of thinges moft notable coh-- 
tained in this Book. 

THAT no man 15 a ftraungex to the Common wealc, that ht 
is. in. page 4 

That of many heads is gathered a yerfed counfayle. i a 

That euery man is to be credited in his owne arte. 1 1 

Why the Booke is made by way of Dialogue. _— . ibkl, 

^>-The fumme of the whcde Booke. ; ibid. 

That men arc not borne to themfelues onely. i i 

Zi-^The complaint of Inclofures by hufbandmen. — ^ i^ 

^The complaint of dearth of visual by artificers — ^ ibid- 

^The complaint of the decay of townes by Marchaunt men, and of aft 

other conunon earement$ — :— i ^ 

That many fuperliuous charges arc layed downe^ and yet neuer ths 

more plenty. ■ ibid. 

Of dearth oT outward marchaundife — ^ ibid. 

Of dearthof all kinde of viAuall. — — ibiJ, 

That Inclofures fliould not be the caufc of this dearth — i6 

That Gentlemen feele moilgriefe by this dearth. Ibid. 

The complaint o£ Craftefmen againft Gentlemen for taking of fearmcs 

ibid. 
The Craftefmans complaint that he cannot fct men a worke for th« 

dearth of visual. — — ■ . — i^ 

The gentlemans complaint "how he cannot keepc like countenance as 

be was wont to do. — ibid. 

Why Gentlemen doe gieue ouer their houlholdes ■ — ^ — iS 

Why Gentlemen do take fearmes to their handcs — — • ■■ ibid^ 

^A complaint againft iheepe -— — i^ 

The J>o6lors complaint for men of his forte. — • — ibid, 

A complaint againft learned men - — — - All. 

Why learning fhould be like to decay hereafter. — M 

Whether a Commonweale may be well gouemed without Icariirag, xi 
That the learned have alwaies had the fouerainty ouer the vnlearned, ib, 
W^hether a man may be ^ife without learning, — - 2i 

' That learning fuppficth the lackc of experience, and that experience is 
•- the father of wifdome. — — ibid. 

The wonderfull giftes that we haue by learning — 23 

That there is no facultie but is made more confummate by learning, a •. 
How Csefar excelled all other captains, by reafon of his great learning 

ioyned with his proweile. — * ' — — 25 

That knowledge in morall Philofophyc is mofte necel^ry for a Coun- 

failour, 26 

"What makes learned men to be fo few. — 27 

That yonge ftudients be alwaies ouer hafty in vttering their iudgcments. 

ibid. 
That Pythagoras commaunded filence to his difciples for a time, ibid^ 
That Plato comihaunded that no fnan ignorant in geometry fliould enter 
hlsfcoole. •— — ibid.' 

What 
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A T A B L E. 

Wliatharmemay come if tliey be fufFered to iudge In thinges to whom 

dutdoth not ap{>ertaine. -i 28 

Tint it is not learning fufScient to know tongues and write. ibid. 

Whj learning {hoiild decay . 29 

That euery ibte fyndes himfelfe grieued. ibid. 

Vkat marcbaunts can beft faue tkemfelues in euery alteration. 30 

Of oor old coyne exhaufled. ibid. 

Wbcdier it made any matter of what mettal the coyne be made, ibid* 

What men are mod pinched by this fame dearth. — ■ 3 1 

That the prince hath moll loUe by this vniuerfal dearths ibid. 

Wliat daunger fhould it be to the Realme, if the Prince fhould want 

treafore in time of* neede. ~ ^ 32 

How theQueenes Maieilie can not haue treafure when her fubiedles haue: 

none. , ibid. 

A recapitulation of the common grieues ^ — • 33 

The TABLE of the Second Dialogue. 

Tliat it is a maruailous dearth that comes in time of plenty. 34. 

The occafion of this dearth is laide to the Gentlemen. 3 ^ 

How from the Gentlemen it is laide to the Hulbandmen. ibid. 

The Gentlemens excufe and reafonable offer. _— ibid. 

The Hulb^idman refufeth, and puts ouer the fault to ironmongers and 

doduers. •; 36 

If all land were abated in their rent wh^tlier this dearth would be re- 
medied. ; 37 

liiatit were not expedient that ilraangers fhould fell their wares deare, 

and we ours good cheape. -; ibid. 

Another offer of the Gentleman made to the Hufbandmen. ibid. 

Whether if the Hufbandman were forced to abate the price of hys 

ftttfTe : this dearth fhould be then amended. 38 

The ftraungers jtake but money currant euery where for their wares; 

J . ^kat they haue ouer their excha^nge = — 40 

♦That fhraungcrs and all marchauntes brings thinges that be befle cheape 

•rtolhem^ and deareft with us ^ 41 

What things is of that foite — ' ibid* 

He that feileth good cheape, and. buieth deare, fhal not lightly thriue, 

4? 
It is not poffible to keepe our treafure from going forth of the Realm, IF 

itheinmore eftimationelfewhere. ibid.* 

That the dearth rofe neither at the- Gentleman nor the Hufbandmans 

handes. .— — — . ^ 43 

Permutation of things before coyne. — — ibid, 

A complaint againfl Sheepmaiflers. 



f-That Inclofures is occafion of defolation and weaking of the power 

# of the realme. ; 44- 

^ ' Rcafons to defend Inclofures. ^ ^^ 

[. What kind of Inclofures is hurtful. — - ibid. 

Whether that that is profitable to one, mfty be profitable to all other iF 

they ufe the fame feate, ■■ 4^ 

Euerjr 
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Eccry commodity muft be fo aduaunccd, as it be not prejadkuU ti> 

ot'ier greater commodities, 47 

No Man may abufe liis owne things to the preiudice of the 



^ weale. ■ — ■ • ' — — 4^ 

How Inclofures might be remedied without cohcrcioti of lawe», 49 
That a like rcllraint of wool! fhould be made as is of come or none to be 

fcnt ouer vnwrought. 50 1 

Reafons why the hufband (hoald not be at liberty, as well as other tt> 

fell his wares. -> 51 , 

That by breeding the hufband hath moil clere gaines, '— J* 

That profit aduanceth all faculties. Hud. 

That fome arc to be allured by rewardes^ and fome other with firad^ 

paynes forced in a common weale. 53 

The lefle honour or profit is geueri to any Arte, the leffe it ihail be fre- 
quented — — - ibld«r 

Profit will make huibandmen more occupied and thereby more plentj 

and confequently better cheape of come. * — — 55 

Whether the Queeiies cuftome Ihould be miniihed by reftraint of woofi 

unwroaght. 57 

How ftraangers fetcheth from vs our greate commodities for very 

trifles, ^ — -- — — 5S 

Our delicacy is requiring ftraungers wares. — — . ibid. 

^^''-The Increafe of Haberdalhers, and Mylleners ouer they were wont to 

be. — ' ibid. 

How the Straungers finde an eafier way to get treafure by things of no 

value then by any mynes of gold and filuer. jp 

How Straungers finde their people with our commodityes. — ibid. 
Why Strangers may aforde Wares by them made, better then we majr 

the fame made heere, and yet that it were better for us to buy our 

owne though they be dearer. — — - 60 

The moft durable and-vniuerfall profit is more to be efteemed then fliort 

and particular. — • — — — 61 

Whether fuch reftraints do touch the leagues made with outward princes, ih. 
No league is to be chearifhed that is not for the common weale. f^- 

A worthy example to be followed in vfing of ftrknngers. 62 

What harmes come and may come by the alteration of the coyn. 63 
That the fubftance and quantity is efleemedincoyneandnotthename. 6$ 
That the neceility of mutuall trailique and commodity of exchaunge 

made coyne to be deuifed. 66 

Why golde and filuer were the ftufFe moft meeteft for coyne to be ftrickcn 

Why gold and filuer are ^deemed afore all other mettals. 68 

WTiy filver and gold were coyned. 70 

Sometime braffcliluer and gold were weighed before coine made. ibid. 

"What loife comes of lofie of credence. — — 71 

What do ftraungers bring vs for ourltreafure and chief commodity. 72 
How our old coine may be tranfported, and the prince and her officers 

not ware. — — 73 

We dienlfed the r^adieil way to driue away our treafure. -— ibidu 

Why things within the Realme fhould be (o deare. ■ ■ , ^ y± 

Some haue gaynes by the alteration of the coyne. ibid. 

Who haue loSJs by the alteration of the coyne. — i— « 75 

Of 
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Of^ceffeinapparcll. — — — — 76 

' Itt peace look for warre* — — 'jj 

of exceffc in buildings. ^ ■ ■ ■ — 78 - 

How the alteration of the coyne ftiouHe bee moft lofTe to the Prince. 79 
Whether all our Woole were expedient to be foulde ouer vnwrought. 8 1 

Mjfteries are to be increafed rather tlien miiiiftied, %z - 

Of three forts of my fteries. _ > — - 84. 

One bringeth out our treafure. — , ibid. 

' Another fpendeth that they get in the fame countrey againe. ibid. 

The thirde forte bringeth in ti'eafure, and therefore moft to bee chea- 
riftcd. ' — ; — — — - ibid. 

My^eries doe inriche countreys thnt be els barren. — 86 

Alliaunces with fbaungers are to be purchafed and kept. — ibid. 
Whether great armyes were as neceflary here as in Fraunce. — ibid. 
A kffe griefe would not be holpen with a greater forte. i,8 

The TABLE of the third Dialogue. 

The common grieues. r — •— - 89 

The originall caufe in euery thing is to be fearched. — 90 ' 

Diuerfefortesofcaufes there be. -^- ■ ■ 91 

Howe one thing is caufe of the other and |:hat of the third. 92 

The Straungefs aunfwere touching this dearth. 93 

That the alteration of the coyne was the very caufe of the,dearth, and 

, ^. cottfequently of other griejes which followed. — 95 

^/ How inclofures might be remedied. —1 , loi 

A^Oftownes decayed. ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 104 
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A B R I E F E 

CONCEIPTE 

Touching the 

COMMON WEALE 

OF THIS 

REALME oi ENGLAND. 

lONSIDERiNG the diverfe and 
fondry complaints of our countrie- 
mcn in thefe our dales, touching the 
great alteration of this Common- 
wealth, within the compaffe of thefe 
few yeres lately paft : I thought 
good at this time to fct downe fuch probable dif- 
courfe for the occafion hereof, as I have hearde 
oftentimes uttered by men of founde learnyng and 
deepe judgement. And albeit I am not one to 
whom the conlideration and reformation of the 
fame doth r efpecially belong : yet knowing 
myfelfe to bee a member of the fame Common- 
weale, and to further it by all the wayes that pof- ^o man i^a 
fibly I may : I cannot recken and account myfelfe ^«"ngcr u 
a meere ftraunger to this matter, no more than a mon-weai 
man that were in afhippe, which being in daun-.^^**"*' 
ger of wracke might fay, that, becaufc he is not 
(percafe) the maifter or pylate of the fame, the 
daunger thereof doth pertayne nothing at all to 
B him. 
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him. Therefore hauinge nowe fufFycient learure 
from other bufmeffe, mee thought, I could not 
apply my ftudy to a better end then to publilh 
and make relation of fuch matters as I haue heard 
throughly difputed herein. 

Firft, what thinges men are moft grieued with, 
than, what fliould be the occafion of the fame : 
and that knowne how fuch greues may bee taken 
away, and the ftate of the Common weale re- 
formed agayne. And albeit yee might well fay, 
that there be men of greater wittes then I that haue 
that matter in charge, yet fooles (as the prouerbe 
is) fometimes fpeaketothepurpofe : and as many 
heads, fo many wittes, and therefore prynces, 
though they bee neuer fo wyfe themfelues, (as 
our moft excellent prynce is) yet the wifer that 
they bee, the moe counfellers they wil haue, (as 
our noble and gracious queenfe doth daily make 
choyfe of more) for that, that one cannot per- 
ceave, another doth difcoucr : the giftes of. wittes 
be fo diuerfe, that fome excelles in memory ,\fome 
in inuention, fome in iudgement, fome jt the 
firft fight ready, and fome after long gonfdera- 
tion : and though each of thefe by them lelues do 
not feuerally make perfit the matter, yet when euery 
man bryngs in his gyfte, a mean witted man may 
of all thefe (the beft of eucry mans deuife being 
gathered together) make as it were a pleafaunt 
and perfed garlonde to adorne and decke hys 
hJad^'b^ga- ^^^'^ ^^^^ ^''- Therefore I would not only have 
ihcnedapcr- leamcd mcHj whofc judgementes 1 would wyfhe 
fcacoujudf, ^^ ^^ chiefly efteemed herein^ but alfo marchaunt 
men, hoftjandmen, and artificers, which in their 
caUinges are taken wyfe, freely fuffered, yea, anc^ 
prouoked to tell their aduyftfs irj this matter. For 
fome poyn6tes in their feates, they may difclofe, 
that the wyfcft in a realme cannot unfoulde againe. 
And it is a maxime, or a thinge reccyued as an 
infaylible verity among all men, that every man is 
to be credited in thac arte he is moft exercyfed in. 

For 




in his owne 

arte. 



of ENGLISH PolHcye. Fol. 1 1 

For did aot Apelles that excellent paynter confider, '^^•^\^ 
that whan he layde forth his fyne image of Venus be credited 
to be feene of euery man that paft by, to the in- ''^ 
tent he hearing euery mans iudgement in his 
owne arte might alwayes amend that was amyfle 
in his workc, whofe cenfures he allowed fo longe 
as they kept them within their owne faculties, and 
tooke not uppon them to meddle with an other 
mans arte : fo percafe I may be aunfwered as he 
was, yet I refufe not that, if I paffe my compafle : 
but for as much as moft of this matter con- 
tayneth pollicy, or good gouernment of a Com- 
mon-weale, being a member of philofophy mo- 
rale 5 wherein I haue fomewhat ftudyed, I (hall 
bee fobold with my countreymen, who I doubt 
not will conftrue euery thinge to, the beft,, as to 
utter my poore and fimple conceipte herein, 
which I haue gathered out of the talk of diuerfe 
and fundry notable men that I haue hearde reafon 
on this matter ; and though I Ihould herein per- 
cafe moue fome thinges that openlye not to bee 
touched, as in fuch cafes of difceptacion is requi- 
fite, yet hauinge refped: to what ende they bee 
fpoken, I trufte they can offend no man, for 
harde were it to heale a foare that a man woulde 
not have opened to his phyfition, nor yet a flir- 
fet that a man wouldc not declare the occafion 
thereof. Therefore now to goe to the matter, ^JkV^^ 
uppon boldnefle of your good acceptacibn, thaMsmadc by 
kind of reafoning feemeth to mee beft for boul- J^gJ^,^ ^'^^ 
tinge out of the truth, which is vfed by waye of 
dialogues, or colloquyes, where reafbns be made 
too and free, as well for the matter intended as, 
^gainft it: I thought beft to take that way in the 
difcourfe of this matter^ which is, firft in re- 
counting thecon\moji and vnniverfall grieues that. - 
men complayne on now a dayes, fecondly v^JiX^^^^ 
boultinge oute the verye caufes and occafiOns of 'j^^^*" 
them, thirdlye and finally in deuifing of re.- 
ipedics for al the fame : Therefore I will declare 
B 2 unto 
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unto you what communication a knight had bc- 
tweene him and certayne other perfons of late 
about this matter, which becaufe it happened be- 
tweene fuch perfons, as were memberi of euery 
ftate that find themfeues grieued now a dayes, I 
thoughte it not meete to bee forgotten, to let you 
underftand that the perfons were thefe, a knight, 
as I fayde firft, a marchaunt man, a doddr, a 
hufband man, and craftes man. And firft, the 
knight rehearfed the communication in this man- 
ner enfuin^. 



*o' 



The firft DIALOGUE- 

Knight. A FTER I and my fellowes, the juftices of 
Ji\ peace of this cominalty, had the other day- 
declared the queenes highnes commiflion, touch- 
ing diuers matters, and geuen the charge to the 
cnqueft ; I being both weary of the heate of the 
people, andnoyfe of the fame, thought to fteale 
' to a friendes houfc of myne in the towne, which 
felles wyne, to the intent to eat a morfell of meate, 
for I was then fafting, taking with me an honeft 
hufbandman, whom for his honefty and good dif- 
cretion, I loued very wel : whether as we were 
comme, and had but Ikant fit down in a clofe 
parloure, there comes me in a marchaunte man of 
that city, a man of cftimation and fubftaunce, and 
requires the fayd hufbandman to goe and dyne 
with him -, nay, (quoth I) he will not, I truft^ 
now forfake my company, though he Ihould fare 
better with you. 

Marchaunt. Than (quoth the marchaunt man) I will fend 
home for a pafty of venifon that I haue there, and 
for a friend of mine and a neighbor that I bid to 
dinner, and we fhal be fo bolde as to make 
merry with all hcere in your company, and as for 
my gueft, hee is no ftraunger unto you neyther. 

And 
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'And therefore both he of youres, and you of his 
' '^-Gompany, I truft wil be the gladder. 

Who is ic^ Knight. 

Dodlor Pandotheus. . Marchaunt. 

;' / Is he fo, on rny fayth he fhall be heartely wel- *^»^s^t-' 
come, for of him we ihal haue fome good commu- 
IMcation and wife, for he is noted a learned and a 
wife man. And immediately the twarchaunt fendes 
for him, and he comes unto us,' and- bryng- 
eth wyth him an honed man a capper of the fame 
towne who came to fpeake with the fayd mer- 
chant, than after falutations had (as yee know? the 
manner is) bctweene me and maifter doctor, and 
renewing of old acqaayntance which had bene 
long before betweene us, we fat all downe, and 
when we hadeate fome what to fatisfy thefharpnelTc 
of oe» ftomackes. 

On my fayth (quoth the doftor) to me, yec ^^<** 
make much adoe, you that bee juftices" of thet 
peace of every country, in fitting upon .commif- 
fions almoft weekely^ and in caufing ppor.mea 
to appear before you and leauing theyr nulbandry 
unlookte to at home. ' 

Surely it is fo : yet the prince muft be ferued K^night, 
and the commonweale, for God and the prince 
have not fent us the poore lyuings that we haue, • 
but to doe fervice therefore abrode amonges our 
neighbours. 

It is well if yee take it fo, for nature hath grafF- ^oOx^ 
ed that perfuafion in you and all other that followes 
the clcare light of nature. As learned men haue ^l^^^. 
remembred, faying, we be not borne only to our 
felves, but partely to the ufe of our country, of our 
parents, of our kinsfolkes, and partly of our 
friendes and neighbours, and therefore all good '^^^^ !"''" 

rn , . , , , ^ ^ ^ are not bomc 

yertues are grafted m us naturally, whole elrects to them- 
be to doe good to other, wherein we ihewe forth ^^""^ °"^^^* 
the image pf God in man, whofe property is euer 
to do good to othei*, and to diftribute his good- 
nefs abroad lykc no nygarde, nor enuyous of any 

other 
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other creatures. As they refemble nothing of that 
godly image, (o they ftiidy no common utility of 
other, but onely the conferuation of them felves 
and propagation of their owne kynde. Wherefore, 
it we loolce to be reckned moft unlyke them being 
ipoft vyle, and lykeft to God being moft excellent;, 
let us ftudy to doe good to other, not preferring 
the eafe of this carkafle which is like the brute 
beaftes, but rather the vertaes of ihe mindc where- 
in we be lyke God him felfe, 
Httftond. Then (fay d the huibandman) for all your paynes 
(meaning by me) and all ours alfo, I would yee 
had never worfe commiffions in hande than this 
is. So we had loft more dayes workes at our 
bufbandry than thi§, 
Knigbt. Whyfo? 

B»fband, y^Mary for thefe inclofures doe undoe us all, for 

^ they make us to pay dearer for our land that we 

occupy, and caufes that we can haue rio landc in 

manner for our money to put to tyllage, all is 

ccmpfoynt taken vp for pafture : for pafture eyther for (heepe, 

by t£d"^r for grafingof cattell, in fo much that I haue 

-~" ^ knowne pf late a dozen ploughes within leffe com- 

pafle than fixt myles about mee, layde downe 

within this feven yeares : and where threefcore 

perfons or vpward had their livings, now one man 

j with his cattel hath all, which thinge is not the 

(leaftcaufe of former vprores: for by thefe in- 

* clofures many doe lacke lyuing§ and be ydle, and 

therefore for very neceffity they are defirous of a 

chaunge being in hope to come thereby to fome- 

what, and well aflured that howe fo ever it befall 

with them, it can bee no harder with them than 

it was before : more ouer all things are fo deere that 

by their day wages they are not able to lyue. 

Capper. I have well the experience thereof, for I am 

faine to geue my journeimen two pence in a day 

coirpiaynt morc than I was wonc to doe, and yet they fay 

vktayieb/ thcy cauttot fufficiently liue thereon, And I 

artiicers. fcnow for tfuth, that the beft hufbande of them 

can 
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can faue but little at the yeares ende, and by rea^ 
fon of fuch derth as yee fpeake of we that are ar- 
tificers, are able to keepe but fewe or no pren- 
tizes like as we were wont to doe, and therefore ^ 
cityes which were heretofore well inhabyted and 
wealthy, (as yee know euery one of you) are now 
for lacke of occupiers fallen to great pouerty and 
defolation. 

So be the moft parte of all the townes of England^ Marchaunt. 
London onely except, and not only the good townes 
are fore decayed in their howfes, walles, ftreates, 
and other buildings, but alfo the countrey in their ^/"wn« fay 
highwayes and brydges, for fuch pouerty raygneth maur- 
every where, that few men haue fo much to fpare 3^^ ofX"^' 
as they may geue any thing to the reparation of fuch other com- 
vvayes, brydges, and other common ^afements, ^tc?/" 
and albeit there be many things layde doune now 
which before time were occafions of much expences, 
as maygames, wakes, reuels, wages at (hootinge, ^^^jj^l 
wreftling, running, throwing the ftone, or barre, es Uydc 
and befides that, pardons, pilgrimages, ofFrings, ^°^"^^f 
and many fuch other thinges, yet I perceyue we the more 
be neuer the wealthyer, but rather poorer : where- ^^^°^^' 
of ic is long I cannot well tell, for thcr is fuch a 
general dearth of all things as before xx. or xxx,' 
yeares hath not bene the like, not onely of things 
growing within this realme, but alfo 8f all othe/ 
marchaundize that we buy from beyond the ^"'^Jjff 
fea, as fylkcs, wynes, oyles, woode, madder, marcLwi- / ) 
yron, fteele, waxe, flaxe, lynnencloth, fu- '^^\^ 
ftyans, worfteddes, couerlets, carpets, and all -y . ^ J // 

hearfes and tapeftry, fpyces of all fort and all ^ (ler^' 

haberdalher ware, as paper both white and browne, /' . 

glafles afwell drinckinge, and looking, as for ka'jiM^ - 
glafinge of windowes, pinnes, needles, kniues, / / 
daggers, hats, cappes, broches, buttons, and 
laces. I wot well all thefe doe coft nowe more 
by the thyrde parte than they did but fewe yeares / / 

agoe: thaji all kinde of vittayle are as deere oj: Dearth ofdi ^J j^ ^'u 
deerer agayne, andnocaufe of God's part there- J^J^^^'^^'^^' •''^■*'/ 

of 
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of as farre as I can perceaue ; for I heuer fawe^' 
more plenty of corne, graffe, and cattell of all 
forte than we haue at this pfefent,' and haue had 
(as ye know) all thefe twenty yeares pafled conti- 
nually, thankeid bee cur Lord God: if thefe in- 
xlofures were caufe thereof, or any other thinge 
els, it were pity but they might be remooued. 
Knight. . Synce ye haue plenty of all thinges, of corne, 
and cattell, (as ye fay) then it Ihould not feeme 
this dearth ftiould belonge of thefe inclofures, for 
it is not for fcarceneffe of corne that yee haue this 
That incio- dearth (for thanked be God) corne is good cheape, 
[h'J'ca^fe^of and fo hath bene thefe many yeares paft continual- 
this dearth, jy^ Than it cannot bee the occafion of the dearth 
ofcattel, for inclofure is the thing that nourifheth 
moft of any other: yet I confefle there is a won- 
derfuU dearth of all things, and that doe I, and 
all men of my forte fcele moft griefe in, which haus 
no way to fell, or occupation to Ijme by, but one- 
That gen- jy our landcs. For you all three (I meane) you my 
moTgiiefe' neyghbour the hufbandman, you maifter mdrcer, 
by this and you goodman capper, with other artificers 
^^^'^ may fave your felvesmeetely well. Forafmuch as all 
thinges are deerer then they were, fo much doe you 
aryfe in the pryce of your wares and occupations 
that yee fell agayne : But we haue nothing to fell 
"Whereby we might aduance the price thereof, to 
counterualue thofe things that we muft buy againe. 
Httiband. Yes, ycc rayfe the price of your landes, and 
yee take fermes alfo and paftures to your hands, 
(which was wont to bee poore mens lyuings fuch 
as I am) and have geuen ouer to liue only vpoa 
your landes. 
The com- On my foule yee fay truth (quoth the mar- 
*. ^"ftes°Ln chaunte) and the capper alfo fayd no lefle, adding 
Avjbv-^/^ agamftgen- /thercto, that it was rieuer merry with poore crafts- 
K. ,y. f taidngo/Vmen, fince gentlemen became grafiers, for they 
nUjVVV ^ ^.mes, Vannot now a dayes (fayd he) finde theyr pren- 
• tizes and feruauntcs* meate and dryncke, but ic 

colt 



^English PolHcye. Fpl. 17 

caft them almoft double afmuch as did before timu^ 
wherefore, where many of myne oojupation and 
other like, heretofore have dyed rych men, and 
been able to Jcaqe honeftly behynde them foi- 
theyr wyfe and children, and befides that leaufc 
fome norable bcquefts for fome good deede, as to 
the making of brydges, and repayring of high- 
wayes, all which thinges goe to wracke now every 
where. Alfo fome were wont to buy landeeyther 
for to helpe the poore beginners of the occupa- 
tions : yea, fome time they had fuch fuperflulty 
as they could ouer fuch bequefts, leaue another 
portion to iinde a pryfte, or to found a chauntry 
in fome parifh church, and now we are (kant able Vll^^^^' 
to hue without debt,, or to keep few fervant^ €r pJaynt that 
none, except it be one pTemiEe of two. And]?''^";;*'^ 
therefore the journeymen, what of our occupa- workc for 
tions, and what of clothyers, and all other occu- of^teuyi^. 
pations, being forced to be without worke, are 
the moft pane of thefe rude people that maketh 
thefe vprores abrode, to the great difquiet not one- 
ly of the queenes highnes but alfo of hir people. 
And neede, as ye knowe^hath no booty. ' 

It is true, ye knowe likewifc what other notable Marcbannn 
a£bs men of myne occupation haue done in this 
city. BelcM-c this yee know the hofpitall at the 
townesende, wherein the freeitien decaied arere- 
liaued, bow it was founded not long agoe by one 
of our occupation, fuppofing therel^ that the city 
ihould be tmich releaued, which then was ifl fewc 
decay, and yet it dccayeth ftill euery day more atiti 
more, whereof it AkJuM be k)nge, I cannot well 
telL 

Syr, as I knowe It is et-ue that yee complayne Knight. 
not without caufe, ib it is as true that I and my 
forte, 1 me«ie all g^ntlerneh^ haue as great, yea ^^^^"om^ 
and farre greater catife, to complayne, then any pis^yftt h^^ 
of you haue, (fof as I fayd) now that the prycds ktepcT^^e 
of thirtges are fo ryfen of atl handes you may bet- ^°''^J*'^*f 
ter lyue afcer your degree then we, for you may ^^'onttodoc, 

C and 
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and do fayfc the pryce of your wares; as the 
prifes of vittayles, and other your neceflaries doe 
ryfe, and fo cannot we fo much, for though it 
bee true that of fuch landcs as come to handes, 
cyther by purchafe, or by determination and end- 
ing of fuch termes of yeares, or other eftatcs, 
that I or mine auncellors had graunted them in 
time paft. I do either receyue a better fine than 
of olde was vfcd, or enhaunfe the rent thereof, 
being forced thereto for the charge of my houf- 
holde, that is fo cncreafed over that it was, yet 
in all my lyfetyme I look not that the thyrd parte 
of my land fhall come to my difpofition, that I 
may cnhaunce the' rent of the fame, but it (hall 
be in mens holding, cither by leafes or by copy 
graunted before my time, and ftill continuing, 
and yet lyke to continue in the fafne ftate for the 
moft part during my ly fe, and percafe my fonnes : 
fo as we cannot rayfe all our wares as you may 
yours, and as Ime thinketh it were reafon we did, 
and by reafon that we cannot, fo many of us (as 
yee know) that have departed out of the coun- 
trey of late, haue bene driuen to geue ouer our 
Why gen- houfliolds, and to kepe cither a chamber in Lon- 
gc^o^uer <ion, or to wayte on the court vncalled, with a 
their houf- man and a lackey after him, where be was wonte 
to keepe halfe a fcore of cleane men in his houfe, 
and xx» or xxiv. other perfons befides every day 
in the weeke, and fuch of vs as doe abyde in the 
countrey ftill, cannot with two hundreth a ycare, 
kepe that houfe that we might haue done with 
CC. markes but xvi. yeares paft. . And therefore 
we are forced either to miniflie the third part of 
our houfholde, or to railc the third part of our 
reuenewes, and for that we cannot fo doe of our 
owne landes that is already in the hands of other 
Why gen- men, many of vs are enforced either to keepe 
.tiSfer^ peeces of our owne lands when they fall in our 
«totheir ownc poffcffion, or to purchafe fome farmc of 
^*^' other mpns land^, and to ftore it with Ihccpe^ 

or 
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or fome other cattel to help to make vp the de- 
cay of our reuenewcs, and to mainetayne ourolde 
eftate withal], and yet all is little ynough. 

Yea, thofe fheepe is the caufe of all thefe mif- Hufba^d. 
chieues, for they haue driiien hufbandry out of 
the countrey, by the which was increafed before 
all kind of vi6^ailes, and now altogether flieepe, complaint 
flieepe, fheepe. It was fan-e better when there ^^^^^ 
were not only flieepe ynough, butalfo oxen, kine, 
fwyne, pig, goofc and capon, egges, butter and 
cheefc: yea, and breade corne, and make corne 
ynough befides, reared all together vpon the fame 
lande. v 

Then the Doftor that had leaned on his elbowe '^'^'^ 
all thys while iiiuQng, fat vp and. fayd, I per- 
ceaue by you all three, that there is none of you 
but haue iuft caufe to complaine. v 

No, by my troth, except it be you, men of capj>». 
the church, wjiich trauaile nothing for your 
lyuin^e and yet haue ynough. 

Yee fay troth indeede, we haue lead caufe to Doaor. 
complaine : yet yee know well, we be not fo plen- 
teous as we haue bene, the firft fruits and tenths The doc- 
are dedutSJ-ed of our liuings, vet of the reft we pilym for 
might liuewel ynough, if w^roight haue quiet- »"^n of ^^^ 
nes of minde and confcience withall. And albeit ^* *"^' 
we labour not much with our bodies (as yee fay) 
yet yee know we labour with our mindes, more 
to the weakeing of the fame, then by any other 
bodily ei^ercife we fliould do, as yee may wcl per- 
cciue by our complexions, how wan our colour is, 
how faint and fikely be our bodycs, and all for 
lacke of bodily exercife. 

Mary I woulde, if I were of the queenes covin- capper. 
fell, provide for you well a fine, fo as you fliould ^^^^"^ 
neede take no difcafe for lacke of exercife, I would fca^^acd mc9« 
fct you to the plough and carte, for the deuil a 
whit of good yee doe with your ftudies, but fet 
men together by the ears, fome with this opinion 
^ ^nd fome with tjiat, fome holding this way, and 
• C « fomo 




/ 



/ 



M^Mi^ 



ao A Brief e Conceipte 

fame anothq:, and that fo ftifiy as though the 
iroth muft be as they fay that haue the upper hand 
in contcncion, and this contencion is not alfo the 
leaft ?aufe of former uprores of the people; fomc 
holding of the one learning and fome of the other. 
In my minde it made no matter though we had no 
learned men at all. 

Knight. God forbid, neighbour, that it fhould be fo : 

how fhould the prynce haue counfailors then ? 
how fhould we haue chriftian religion taught vs ? 
hpw (hould we know the eflares of other realmes, 
and have conference with them of al countrycs, 
except it were through learning, and by the bene- 
fit pf letters ? 

Boaor. * Care not. therefore good man capper, yeeihall 
have few ynough of learned men within a while if 
• this world hold o^ 

Capper. • I mcane not but I would haue men to learn to 
wrytc and reade, yea and to Icarne the languages 
ufed in countries about vs, that we m%ht write 
our minds to them and they to y$, yea and that 
wee might reade the holy fcripturea in our mother 
tongue, and as for your preaching (except yee 
agree better) it made no matter how little wee had 
of it, for of dyuerfity thereof cometh. thefe diuer- 
fijties of opinions. 

poiter. Then yee care for no other fciences at all, but 

thf knowledge of tongues, and to wry te and reade, 
and fo it appcares well that yee be not alone of 
that mynde, for noweadayes, when pien fcndes 

^^LufcTb^ ^ f^nnes to the univerfities, they fg£fcr them 

Sfe to dc- no longer to tary there, then they may haue a 

^yhcrcaf. little of the Latin torigue, and theix they take 
them away and beflpw them to be clarkes with 
fome mm of law, or fome auditor and leceyuef)^ 
or to be a fecretary wkh fome great man or o^ber, 
aad fo to come tq a lyying, whereby the univcr- 
ficies be ia maxmer emptied, an4 as I think will 
be occafion that t}ii$ reainw* wiihin a fhwte fpace, 
^U be made as empty of wy & and polUcique men, 

" an^ 
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and confequcntly barbarous, and at the \z!k tin-all 
and fubied to other nations whereof wc were lordes 
before* 

God f(^bi4 that wee that bee gentlemen (houlde Knigiitw 
not with our poUicy in warre prouide that wc 
come not in fubicdion of any other nation , and 
the ftoutneffe of Engl y (he heartes will neuer fuffer 
chat, though there were no learned men in the 
realme at all. 

Well,, an cmpyre or a kingdome is not fo much Doaor* 
won, or kept by the manhode and force of men, 
as it is by wyfedom and policy, which is gotten 
chiefly by learning : for wee fee in all kindes of whether a 
gouernaunce, for the moft part, the wyfcr forte weTk miy 
baue the foueraygnty over the rude and unlearned, ^ wdigo- 
as in euery houfe the moft expert, in every dty without 
the wifeft and moft fage, and in euery common- learning, 
weale the moft learned arc moft commonly placed 
to gouern the^ reft, yea, among all nations of the 
worlde they that be poly tique and cyuile doe may- 
iler the reft, though their forces be inferior to the 
other* The Empyres of the Grcekes and Ro^ j^^^^^^^J^^ 
maines doc declare that, among whom lyke as al^y xhT 
learning and wyfedom was moft efteemed, fo the ^o^r'tl^^ 
empyres were; fpread wideft, and longeft did con- uoieamed. 
tinue of all other, Aixd why fkould you think it 
ilraung that you might more be vanquyihed than 
the other were before time, that reckoned them- 
iclves as ftoute men as you be, yea dwellers of 
this realniey as the Saxons laft were by the Nor- 
n>aodd» and the Romaynes by the Saxons afore 
that, and the Brytons by the Romaynes firft 
pfali 

There may beewyfemcn ynough though they Knight. 
bee not learoiod. I hare known diuerie men very 
wi& su^d politique that know neuer a letter on the 
bookeii and contrary wyfe as many other learned 
roca ^t have been very ideots in manner for 
aJiy vf<^y policy that they had. 

I deny 
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Doaon I deny not that, but I fay that if fuch wyfe men 

^s yee fpeak of had learninge^to their wits, they 

!fii^'i!lL had been more excellent. ' And the other that yec 

man may i*^ , ^ ^ ^ • -, • ^ 

wyfe with- 1 call fo umple had bene foolyfhe if they had had 
out learning. ^^ leamingc at all. Exercyfe in warres maketh 
not eiicry man meete to bee a captayne, though hee 
trauayle in it neuer fo longe, nor there is no other 
fo apt for the warre but with experience and vie 
he is made more perfit, for what maketh old men 
commonly more wife than the younger fort, but 
their greater experience ? " - ' 

Knight. Yea, experience helpeth much the wit of men I 

confefle. But what doth learning thereto ? 

Doaon If yee graunt mee that experience doth help, 

then I doubt not but yee will graunt mee anone 

that learninge doth alfo help much to the increafe 

il^fu ^S ^^ wifedome : let that then be fet for a fure 

the lackeofgrounde that experience doth further wifdome, 

aXtaTM- ^^ ^'^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ father of wifedome, and 
periencc is mempry to be the mother. For like as experience 
wy'^fedomr^^o^h beget wifdome as a father, fo memory hou- 
riflieth it as a mother, for in vayne (hould expe- 
rience be had if the fame were not kept in remem- 
braunce. Then if I can fliew you that both expe- 
rience and alfo memory are hoi pen and furthered 
by learning, then yee muft needs graunt mee that 
learning furthers wit and increafeth it, , yee confefle 
die e^cperience of an old man maketh him wifer 
than the younge, becaufe he faw mo things then 
the other. But an old man feeth but only things 
of his own time, and the learned man feeth not 
pnejy his owne times experience, but alfo that be- 
fell in a great many of his aunceftors, yea fince 
the worlde began. Wherefore he muft needes baue 
more experience then the unlearned man, of what 
great age foeuer he be, then fo many cafes as hee 
feeth in all that time to haue hapned could not fo 
well be remembred of any man, as it is ke£)t in 
memory by wrytings, and then jf the vnlearned 
man opce forget the thinge hee fawe, hee neuer 

lightly 
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lightly temenlbers it againc, whereas the learned 
man hath his bookc alwayes to call him to remem- 
brauncc of that hee fliould els forger. Therefore 
as he that lyueth a hundreth yeare muft needes 
haue more experience then hee that liueth fifty, 
fo hee that feeth the chaunces of the world, as it 
were in a table paynted afore him of a thowfand 
ycres, muft needes have greater experience then 
he that liveth but a hnndreth. Alfo he that tra- 
uaileth many farre countryes hath mgre experi- 
ence than other of like age that neuer goeth out 
of his natiue countrey. So he that is learned 
fceeh by cofmography, hyftories, and other learn- 
ings, the right manner and vfage of euery countrey, 
in the world, yea of many moe tjjen is poffibic 
for one man to trauayle through, and of thefe . 
that he trauayleth, much better doth hee learne 
by fmall tarying, then the other (by longer expe- 
rience) that are alltogether and wholly unlearned, 
and confcquently more wit, being in capacity and 
memory both els equipolent, and now I am forced 
to confider the maruay lous gyftes that we have by 
learning, that is, how learning fupplycth unto 
man the greateft lack that fome wrytcrs have The won- 
complayned of to bee in mankinde, that is the Jh^^we^^^*^ 
breuity of age, the groflenefs and waight of body : have by 
where in the firft, divers beaftes, as hartes and ^*^^^^^ 
many other, and in the laft all byrdes do excell 
man, for where it is deemed man to liue aboue a 
hundreth y cares or thereabouts : by the benefit of 
learning be hath the commodity of the life of a 
thoulknd ycres, yea two or three thowfands> by . 
reafon he feeth theeuentsand occurrents of all that 
time by bookes. And if he ihould haue lyued 
himfelfe by all that fpace, then coulde he haue had 
nothinge els to his commodity but that experience 
of things, the reft had ben but trauayle : which 
experience he hath nowe by letters, without any 
trauaile in manner at all, and without the daun- 
gers that hee might himfelfe haue bene ip, if 

he 
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cnt, whereof a good and perfit counfaylor might 
want neither ? Well, tell me what counfayle can 
be perfit, what Comraonweale can be well ordered 
vpright, where none of the rulers or counfaylors 
Thatknow haue ftudied any philofophy, fpecially the parte 
'*i^h>S- ^^^ tcacheth of manners itiie other parte of phi- 
phyis m^^ft lofophy I paflc ouer now, which teacheth of na- 
aropnZL^' turc^, and is called phifickj ? What parto of the 
Commonwcn^le is neglected by philofophy mnnill ? 
Doth It not teach J flrft, how eiiery man (hould 
gouerne himfelfe honeftly ? Secondly, how he 
fhoald guide his family wifely and profitably. 
And, thirdly, it fhewerh how a ciiy or a realmc^ 
or any other Common wtale fhould be well or- 
dered and gouerncd, both in time of peace, and 
alfo warre- What Commonweale can be widiout 
either a gouerner or counfaylors, thac fhould bee 
expert in thys kind of learning? This con&rmeth 
the poynt thac we now talkc of. If men expert 
in this fcicnce w:Te confulted, and followed, the 
Commonweale fhoul !e bee ordert:d as ftwc: (hould 
Ibipb hauc; caufe to complaine \ therefore, fayd Plato, 
that diuiiic philofopher, that happy is thac Com- 
mon \^T3le where either the Prince is a Plulofopher, 
or whciT a Philofopher is the Prince* 
Kft'abt. ^ I had we<f ncd beiore that there had bene no ether 
learninge in the world > but that therfe men had that 
be doctors of diuinity, or of ihi la we, or of 
phificke I whereof the firft had all his cunning jri 
preaching, the fecond in matters of the fpiritual' 
Jawe, and the third in phificke, and in loking of 
dizeafed mens water % mary, ye tell me now, of 
many other fciences very necefiary for euery Com- 
monweale, which I neuer heard of before % but 
cither thi:re be fcwe of thefe doctors that can fkill 
of them, or els they difciofe but little of their 
cunning, 
Doftw. Of truth there be to fewe of them that can fkill 

of thcfc fiiences now a dayes, and of thofe there 
be too fewe of tb^m that are efteemed any thing 

the 
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Ae more for knowledge therein, or called for to 
any counfell : And therefore other feeing thefe 
fciences nothing efteemed or fct by> they fall to 
thofe fciences that they fee in fome pryce, as to 
diuinity, to the lawe, and to phifickc, though what mak- 
they cannot be pcrfit in none of thefe without the ^^^^^^T* 
knowledge of the fciences aboue touched ; and fo fcwc* 
therefore it is ordayned by vniuerfities, that firft 
men Ihould bee Bachelers and Maifters of 
Artesj ere they 'Ihould come to diuinity: And 
thefe Artes be the feuen liberal fciences ; as, gram- 
mar, logicke, rhetoricke, arithmatique, geo- 
matry^ muficke, and aftronomy ; and now they 
Ikipoucr them, and fall to diuinity by and by, 
before they haue gotten or purchafed them any 
Judgment through the forfayd fciences, which 
maketh them to fall to thefe dyuerfities of opi- 
nions that yee fpeake of j for all beginners in Yoong aq- 
euery fcience be very quicke, and oucr hafty in fiJJ^l'e^o„ 
geuing their judgment of t hinges, (as experience hafty in vte- 
tcacheth .euery man) and then, when they haue l^dgmenw. 
once uttered their iudgments and opinions, they 
win fee nothing that will founde contrary to the 
fame, but eyther they will conftrue it to their own 
phantafie, or vtterly deny it to be of any autho- 
rity» Pythagoras, to his fcholers that came to Pythagow 
Icarne his prophane fciences, commaunded filence fii^^e\ThS 
for feuen yeares, that by all that fpace diey fhould difcipiesfor 
be hearers only, and no reafoners : And in this"*"^'^ 
diuine fcience euery boye that hath not red fcrip- 
ture paft halfe a yeare, flial be fufFered not onely 
to rcafon and enquire of thinges (for that were 
toUerable) but to affirm newe and ftraunge inter- 
pretations vpon the fame, neuer heard of before. 
What ende of opinions can there bee while this 
is fuffered ? Alfo Plato forbad any man to come ^^^^5?"- 
to his fchoole that was ignoraunt in geomatry ; no man ig- 
and to this high fchoole of dyuinity, hee that~«^";;^* 
knoweth not his gram mer, much Icfs any other iiiouid enter- 
fcience, (hall be admitted at the firft, I fay not to^»^'^~^- 

D z learne. 
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Icarne, for that might be fuflFercd, but to judge: 

And there comcthin the thinge that the fame Plato 

fayeth to bee anonely caufe fufficient to ouerthrowe 

a whole Cortimonweale, where it is vfed, that 

is, when they take on them the iudgment of 

What things to whom it doth not apertayne, as youth 

co^tfthly of thinges belonginge to olde men, children ouer 

befufTcred thcir fathers, feruaunts ouer their maiftcrs, and 

thJnVto"* private men ouer their maieftrates, what fhip can 

whom it bg iQng faufe from wracke, where euery man will 

doth not It* 1 T-fc 1 * "vxTi t /• 11 

appcrtayne. takc upon him to bec a Pylate ? What houfe well 
gbuerned, where euery feruaunt will be a maifter 
and a teacher ? I fpeake thus much of the com- 
mendation of learning, not only becaufe I heard 
my friend heere (the Capper) fet litle by learninge, 
That it is but alfo that I fee many nowe a dayes of his opi- 
ll°fficSiTt?. ^^^^^ which care nothinge for any other know- 
kqow the " ledge, but onely that they may wryte and reade, 
irwryte.''"'^ and leamcthc tongues ; whom I can refcmble well 
to thofc men thatefteemeth more the bark than the 
tree, the Ihale more then the kyrnel -, wherefore they 
feeme to take the bright funne from the earth, 
that would take away learning from us ; for the 
fame is no more neceflary for the increafe of all 
thinges on earth, then is learninge tor the increafe 
of ciuility, wifdomc and policye amongernen. 
And as much as reafonable men doth excell all 
other creatures by the gyft of reafon, fo much 
excelleth a learned man any other through the po- 
lilhing and adorning of reafon by thefe fcyences. 
Knight. Of my fayth I am glad it was my chaunce to 

haue you in my company at this time ; for of 
a wife man, a man may alwayes learne : But mee 
thought yee fayde lately to my neighbour the 
Capper, that wee ihould haue learned men few 
ynough within a while, if the world did continue. 
What ment yee thereby, and what Ihould be the 
caufe thereof ? 
P^or. I fhewed you all ready one great caufe of the 

fame j that; was, where I fhewed you that mod 

men 
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men were of that opinion, that they thought learn- 
ing ynough to write and reade, another caufe is 
that they fee no preferment ordered for learned why kara- 
men, nor yet any honour or eftimation geuen decay, 
them like as hath bene in time pall : But rather 
the contrary, the more learned the more troubles, 
lolTes, and vexations they come unto* 

God forbid! how fo ? Kjiight. 

Mary haue you not feene how many learned ^°^^' 
men haue bene put to trouble of late within this 
XX or XXX yeares, and all for declaring their opi- 
nions in thingcs that haue ryfen in controuerfie I 
Haue you not knowne when one opinion hath 
bene fet forth, and who fo euer fayd againft that 
were put to trouble ? Ai^d fliortly after, when the 
contrary opinion was furthered and fet forth, were 
not the other that prospered before put to trouble 
for faying their mind^ againft this latter opinion ? 
And fo neither of bpth parties efcaped, but ey ther 
firft or laft hee came to bee hit, of whether fide 
foeuer he were, except it were fome wetherwifc 
fellowes that could chaunge their opinions as the 
more and ftronger part did chaunge theirs : and 
what were they that came to thefe troubles the fin- 
gulareft fellows of both parties ; for there came no 
other to the concertacion of thefe things, but fuch 
who feeing in fteede of honour and preferment, di&o- 
nour and hinderaunce,recompencedfor arewardof 
learning ? Will any either puti his childe to that 
fcience that may bring him no better fruite than 
this ? Or what fcholer (hall haue any courrage to 
ftudy to come to that ende : the rarity of fcholers, 
and folitude of the vniuerfities, doe declare this to 
be truer then any mafl with (peach can declare. 

Then I perceaue euery man findeth himfclf ^*'^^"^'* 
greeued at this time, and no man goeth cleare as 
farre as I can perceaue. The gentleman, that he That euery 
cannot lyue on his landes onely as his father did h'mfdfc^"^ 
before : the artificers cannot fet fo many a worke grceucd. 
by rcafon all manner of v;ftaylc is fo deerc : the 

huf- 
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hufbartdmanj by rcafon his land is dearef rented 
then before t then we that be marchaunts pay much 
deererforevery thing that com nieth over lea : which 
great derth (I fpeak in comparifon of former 
times) hath ben al wayes in a mancr at a ftay euer 
after that bafcneffc of our Englifli coyne, which 
happened in the later yearesofkyngHenry theeyght. 
D»aor. I doubt not, but if any forte of men have lick- 

ed themfelues whole, yee be the fame : for what 
oddes foeuer there happen to be in the cxchaunge 
of things, yee that bee marchaunts dan efpy it 
ftraight : for example, becaufe yee touched fome- 
Iaun*kft what of the coyne, as foone as euer yee perceiue 
fauc them- thc pficc of that cnhaunfed, yee by and by what 
^^Iiuiatlonl was to be wonne therein beyonde fea, raked all 
the olde coyne for the moft parte in the realme, 
wyne^x." ^ttd foundc the meanes to haue it caryed ouer, fo 
hauftcd. as little was lefte behinde within this realme of fuch 
olde coyne in a very Ihorte fpace, which, in my 
opynion . is a great caufe of this dearth that hath 
bene fince of all things. 
Knight, How can that be ? What maketh it to the mat- 

ter what forte of coyne we haue among ourfclves, 
fo it be currant from one hand to another, yea if it 
were made of leather. 
i>oaor. Yea, fo men commonly fay, but thfe truth is 

contrary, as not only I coulde prove by common 
reafon, but alfo that proofe and experience hath 
Whether it already declared the fame : but nowe we doc not 
"attero7 teafon of the caufes of thefe griefcs, but what 
vhat mcttai ftatcs of mcH be grieded in deede by this dearth 
be yXof. of things J and albeit I heare eucry man finde him- 
felfe grieued by it in one thinge or other, yet coii- 
fidering that as many of them as haue wares to fell, 
doe enhaunfc as much in the pryce of things that 
they fell, as was enhaunfed before in the prices of 
things that they muft buy: as the marchaunt if he 
buy deere he will fell deere againe : fo thefe arti- 
ficers, as cappers, clothiers, Ihoemakcrs, and 
farmers haue "refpeft large ynough in fellinge their 
wares to the price of vidayle, wooll, and iron, 

which 
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which they buy. I haue fecn a cap for xiiif, pence 
as good as I can get now for it. ihillings and fix- 
pence: of cloth yec have heard how the pry ce is 
ryfen. Now a payre of Ihooes coft twelve peficc, 
yet in my time I haue bought a better for fixepence* 
Now I can get never a horle fhoocd vnder ten 
pence or twelve pence, where I have alfo feen the 
common price was fixpence. I cannot therefore 
vnderftande that thefe men haue greateft griefe by 
this common and vniuerfall deanh, but rathifr 
fuch as haue their liuynges and ftypendes rated at 
a certaynty, as common laborers at eight pence a 
day, journeymen of all occupations, fcrving men 
to forty fhillings a year : and gentlemen whofc ]J^J*"f„"*5 
landcs are fet out by them and their aunceftors, by thiscom- 
either for lyues or for terme of ycarcs, fo as they "*'*° ^""^^ 
cannot cnhaunce the rents thereof, though they 
would, and yet have the pryce enhaunccd to them 
of euery thing that they buy. Yea, the Prynce> '^?'***^*. 
of whom wee fpeake nothing of all this while, as moTioirlby 
fhe hath moft of yearely reuencwes and that cer- J**!!!^"*"*'^ 
tape, fo fhould fhe haue moft loffe by this dearth, 
and by the alteration fpecially of the coyne, for 
like as a man that hath a great number of feruaunts 
vnder him, if he would graunt that they fliould 
pay him pinnes weekely, where before they pay de 
him pence, I think he fliould be moft loofer him- 
felfe^; fo wee bee all but gatherers for the Prince, 
and of that which commeth to vs, wee haue but 
euery man a poore liuinge, the cleare gayncs 
commeth for the moft part to the Prince, now if 
her Highnes doe take of vs theouerplus of our get- 
tinges in this bafe coyne, I reporte me to yoa 
wether that will go as farre as good money in the 
prouifionof necefiaries for herfelfeand the rcalmc. 
I thinl^e plainely no, for though her Grace might 
within this realmchaue thinges at her owne price, 
as her Grace c^not in decde without great grtidge 
of her Maiefties fubiefts, yea, fihce her Maiefty 
n)uft hwe from beyonde the feas many thinges ne- 

ccffary. 
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ceflary, not onely for her Graces houftiold, and 
gerAouMu ornaments afwell of her pcrfon and' family, as of 
^^ T ^7*^h ^^^ hoff^5 which pereafe might bee by her Grace 
"rin«''ihouid fomewhat moderated ; but alfo for the furniture of 
lurrin*^"^" her warres, which by no meanes can be fpared, as 
ofneede, armor of all kindes, artillary, ankers, cables, 
pitch, tarrCj iron, ftcele, (yea I iudge farther) 
fome hand-gonnes, gunne-po wider, and many 
other thinges moe than I can recken, which her 
Grace foniecimes doth buy from bcyonde the feas, 
at the prices that the ftraungers wiil fet them at: 
1 paffe Duer the enhaunfment of the charges of her 
Graces hoafholde which is common to her Grace 
with all other noblemen, therefore (I fay) her Ma- 
iefty fhould haue moft lofle by this common 
dearth of all other \ and not onely lofle, but daiin- 
ger to the realme and all her fubiefts, if her Grace 
fliould want creafure to purchafe the fayde proui- 
fion and nece0aries for warre, or to finde foldiers 
in time of neede, which paflTeth all the other pri- 
uate lofles that wee fpcake of. 
Caiper. Wc heere fay that the Queenes Maieftyes mint 

maketh up her loffes that way, by the gaynes 
which (he hath by the mint another way, and if 
that bee to (horte (hee fupplieth that lacke by fubfi- 
dies, and impofitions of her fubiefts, fo as herGrace 
can haue no lacke, fo longc as her fubieiii"es hath it. 
Doaor. Yee fay well there, fo long as the fubiefts haue 

it, fo it is meete the Queene (hould haue as lon^ as 
su^nes ma- ^^cy hauc it ! but what and they have it not, for 
fefty rannot thcy cauoot have it, when there is no treafure lefte 
faM^'whM within the realme, and as touchinge the mint, I 
her rubu!£is coumpt that profit much like, as if a man woulde 
take his woode vp by the rote to make the more pro- 
fit thereof at onetime, and euer after to lofe the 
profit that might growe t hereof yearely : or to pull 
the wooll of his fheepe by the rootc •, and as for 
the fubfidics, howe can they be large when the 
fubiedls haue little to departe with : and yet that 
way of gathering treafure is not alwayes moft 

faufe 
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fauFe for the prynces fuerty : and wee fee many ^g^"*^/ 
times the profits of fuch fubfidics fpent in the ap- SeVmfetii 
pcafing or the people that are mooued to fedition, "^*^' 
partly by occafion of the fame. 

Nowe that it was our chaunce to meetc with fo Knight. 
wife a man as ycc be, Maifter Doftcw, I would wee 
did go thorough with the whde difcourfe of this 
matter ; and as hetherto wee hauc enfcarchcd the 
very fores and grieucs that every man feelcth ; fo 
to try out the caufcs of them, and the caufes once 
knowne, the remedy of them might be foon ap- 
parent ; and though we be not the men that can 
reform them, yet percafc fome of vs may come in 
place where wee may aduertifc other of the fame 
that might furth<?r and hclpe forward the rcdrcffe 
of thefe thinges. 

A Gods name I am content to beftowe this day Do^orw , 
to fatisfie your pleafures, and though this com- 
munication Cpercafe) fhould doe no great good, 
yet it can doe no harm, I truft, nor offend no 
roan, fith it is had betweenc vs heere a parte and 
in good manner. 

No, what man Ihould be angry with him that Kii%ht. 
were in an houfe, and efpied fome faulte in the 
beames, or rafters of the fame, and would enfearch 
the defaulte, and then certifie the good man of the 
houje thereof, or fome other dwelling therein, as 
well for his owne fauegarde as for others: but for a recapito- 
as much as wee haue thus far prooceeded as to the commw^ 
findingeout of the griefcs, which, as farre as I r««fe»- 
pcrceaue ftandcth in thefe poynfts (that is to fay) 
dearth of all things in comparifon of the former 
age^ though there be fcarfenes of nothing, defo- 
lation of countryes by inclofures, defolation of 
townes for lacke of occupations and craftes : and 
diuifion of opinions in matters of Religion, which 
haleth men to and fro, and maketh them to con- 
tend one againft another* Nowe let vs go to the 
garden under the Vyne, where hauing a good, 
freihe and coole fitting for vs, in the (hadow, 

E there 
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there wee may proceede fdrther ott tliis matter at 
Icafure. And 1 will befpeakr our' Tapper hecre 
with myne hoft, that wecmay alF fuppe'together. 
A Gods name (qu6th eivery one of the reft of the 
company) for wee are \yeary here'of flttittg fo long. 
And fo wee all departed to the garden. 

the Second DIALOGUE; ^ 

'^tf herein the cdufes or oceajions ef the faid griefs 
are increafed. 

Kn-fcU. ^^THEN we had walked vp and downe in 
y y the fay d' garden* a prety whyle, I thpugKt 
'long till I had hearde more of the fayd DoiSor^s 
communication, for he'^fcemcd *to mee a very- 
wife man, not after the commt)n fort 6f thele 
ckrks which can talke.of nothing biit of the facul - 
^ ' ty that they profefle : as if they be deiiines, of diui- - 
nity •, lawyers, of the law ; and phifitions, of phi- 
ficice bnely : this man ipake very naturally of euery 
thinge, as a rtian vnxuerfally feene, that hacl 
ioyned good learning with good Wit, and therefore 
I defired him and the reft of our layde compamions, 
-to reforte agayne.to the matter that wee fcft at ; 
andfirft todifcourfe and fearch'otit -v^rhat ihouH 
be the catifes of the laid comnton artd vntuerftl 
dearth of all things (in comparifon of the former 
I^V ku* ^S^^ faying to the doftor iiius : I'nharuaylaimucii, 
Smh'th^t maifter doftcff'what fhould be'thedaufe of this 
ti'^'^f %" dearth,' feeing all things are (thankes be to God) 
t>'. fo plenty full. There was neuer more plenty pf 

cattel then there is nowe of all fortes ; and 3^fetit is 
fcarfity of things which commonly makethdeartK z 
'this is a maruaylotis dearth, that in fuch pletity 
. xomnieth/ contrary to his kinde. 

Syr 
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Syr it is (na doubt), a. thing to be mufed vpon, Doaor. 
and. worthy of inquifnion : let mee heare euery one 
of youropihioQs, andfthan yee (hall heare myne. 

I thinkitislonge of ypu Gentlemen, that this HuAand. • 
cjearth groweth, by reafon yee enhaiihfe yt)ur lands The occa- 
to fuch a heyght as men that liueth theron muft j^rth b'iaid 
needes fell deere agayne, or els they were neuer to tKe cca- 
able to make their rent, '^"*"- 

And I fay it is long of you Hufbandmen,. that Knight, 
wee are forced to rayfe our rents, by reafon we 
muft buy fo deere all things that wee haue of you. ^''^'", *^« 

'^ • ,, - ^ ■ . 1 • 1 Gentlemen 

gjs corne* cattell, gooft, pig, capon,, chicken, k is laydeta 
butter, and egges. What thinge is there of all [^^^^^^" 
thefe, but that yee fell it' no we deerer by the one 
balfe then yee did within t'hefe xxx. ycares ? can- - 

not you,, neyghbour, remember, that within thefe 
XXX. yercjs I could in this towne buy the beft pig 
or goofe that t couki laye my hand on for Foure 
pence, which now colleth tvyeluepence, a good 
capon for threepence, or fourepence, a chiken for 
i. d^ a hen for ii. d. which now cofteth me double 
and triple the money ? it is likewife in greater 
ware, as bicfe and mutton, * 

I grauntthat, but I f^ ypw and your forte, HufbanA. 
men of lan.des, are the firft cauft hereof, by rca- 
fon you rayfe your iandes* 

■ WelU if. yee and your forte will agree thereto. Knight, 
that flial be holpen, vndertake that ^ou and your 
ibrte will felfal things' at the price yee did xxx. 
yeares agoe, and I doubt' not to bring all Gentle- 
men to lee vnto you their landes at the rent they 
went at xxx, yeares paft :. ;ind*that the fault is 
more in yoy that bee Huibandmen then in us that 
bee Gentlemen, it appear^th by this, all the landes 
.of the realme is not enhaunfed, for fome haue TheOentie- 
takings tpereia, as leaies, or copies not yet ex- and reafon- 
pyred, which cannot be eniiaunled though the *^^«^ *'^'^'* 
owners would, and- fom^^oblemen apd gentle- ,: 

men ther^ be, that when their landes be at their 
difpolitioa, yet they will enhaunfe JiQthinge abpue 
...*'* : ^2 ' the 
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the oldc rent, foas a grcate parte of the landcs of 
the real me ftand yet at the old rent : and yet, 
neuertheleflc, there is none of your forte at all, 
but felleth all things they haue deerer then they 
were wont to doe by the one halfe. And yet thefe 
gentlemen that doe enhaunfe their rentes, doe not 
enhaunfe it generally to the double, though I con- 
fefle that fome of vs that had landed either geucn 
vs by the Kings Highnefle, that belonged hereto- 
fore to abbeyes and priories, and were neuer fur- 
ueyedto the vttermoft* before, or otherwife de- 
fcended to vs, haue enhaunfed any of thetn aboue 
the old rent : yet all that amounteth not to halfe 
the landes of the realme. 

How fay yee ? he fayeth well to you nowe : 

will yee fell your wares as yee were wont to doe, 

and he will let you haue his lande at the rent yee 

were accuftomed to haiie it. When the Hufband- 

' man had pawfed a whyle, hee fayd. 

If I had the price of euery thing that I muft 
pay for befides, likewife brought downe, I could 
be content : els not. 

What thingcs bee thofe ? 
Mary, iron for my plough, harrowes, and 
The Hof- cartes ; tarre for our (heepe •, fhoocs, cappcs, lin-^ 
fjfelh and* "^" ^"^ wollcn cloth fof my meany, wWch if I 
potteth ouer fhould buy neuertheleflc as^dere as I doe now, and 
wmong° yet fell my wares good cheape, though my rent 
crs and cio- wcre thereafter abated, except the other thinges 
aforefayd might bee abated in pryce together, I 
could neuer lyue. 

Then I perceaue yee muft haue the price of 
other things qualified afwell as the rent of your 
land, ere yee can aford your ware good cheape, 
Huibtnd. Yea (but fir) I think if the land were brought 
downe that the pryce of all things would fall 
withall. 
Doaor. Graunt that all the landlords in this realme 

woulde, with one afleni, agree that their landes 
fhould bee in their tenaunts handes, at like rent as 

they 
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they were at xxx. y cares agoc: yee fayd afore yee 
coulde not yet fell your wares as good cheapc as 
yfec mighte xx. ycares paft, bccaufe of the prycc 
that is ray fed in other things that yee mud buy : 
and if yee would fay that thqfe men fliould be 
driuen againe to fell thofe wares .that yee buy, 
firft better cheape, and then yee will fell yourcs 
thereafter. I pray you how might they be.com- ifauiandw 
pelled to doe fo: th^y be ftraungers, and not'^'^^^^^ 
within bbedience of our foueraigne Lady, that whether thi? 
doc fell fuch "wares, as iron, tarre, flaxe, andbc«m^^^? 
other: theri confider mee, if yee cannot focon>- Thatitwcrc* 
pell them, whether it were expedient for v« to ^J^ft^^! 
fuffer ftraungers to fell all their commodities gcw^ouid 
dcere, and wee ours good cheaper if it were ttt'uwgoA 
fo, than it were a greate enryching of other «^«pc» ^ 
countrcyes, and impouerifliinge of our owne. 
for they would haue much trcafure for theirs, and 
have our commodities from v% for a very litle : 
except yee could dcuife to make but one'^rice o^ 
our comniodities among our felues and a nother 
outwardes, which I cannot fee how it may bee. 

Nay, I will make my neyghbbur heere, a no- a nother of- 
ther reafonable offer, if hee refufe this: let my^«'°2^ 
tquuntes rent bee increafed as your payment is made tT'ha 
increafed, after the rate and yet I am contented. Huftand- 

Hujband. What meanc yee by that ? "**"' 

I meane this, yee fell that yee were wont ta >^«^** 
fell a foretime for xx. grotes, now for xxx. Let 
iny rent be increafed after that proportion and rate 
thatisforeueryxx. grots of olde rent x. ihillings, 
and fo as the pryceof your wares ryfeth, and yet 
I doe but kcepe my lande at the olde ftent. 

My bargayne was to pay for rtiy holde, but vi. Huftand, 
poundes xiii. Ihillinges, and iiii. d, yearely of rent, 
and I pay that truely, yee can require no more of 
mee. 

I cannot much fay againft that, but yet I per^ K^ght.; 
ceaue I fliall be (till a lofer by that "bargayne 
though I cannot tdl the leafon why: but Lpsr- 

• ' cciue 
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oeiue yee fell deerer that ye Hue on, and I good 
theape that which is my liuing : help me Mayfter 
Doctor I pray you, for the hufbandman driueth. 
mee to the waU. 
poftor. . Mary but mee thinketh touching the matter yee 
4id neafon of, yee draue him to his fhifts, that is, 
to confefle that this dearth ryfech not at your 
hand. And though he do defend him felfe for 
his- payment to you by colour of a lawe, yet he 
fccmeth to cpnfeffe thus much, that the lawe com- 
pelleth you to take little for your land, and that 
there is no lawe toreflrrayne him, but be may fell 
his wares as deere as he lifteth : it is ynough for 
your purpofe that yee tooke in hand to proue that 
Whether if this dearth rofe not firft at your hande, but whe- 
wicrtan ^^her the pryces of thinges increafing as they doe: 
^"^ba^°"h ^ ^^^ reafon yee did rayfe your wares (which isi 
prices of his* your landc) or to bee payde after the olde rate : 

de"arth Wd ^^^ y^ ^^ ^^ y®^ '^^» ^f y^ '^^ compelled 
be then Oo pay for your prouifion after the new rate,, we 
"^^"^ ^ will talke of that hecr after, or let that to be con- 
fidered of other wife men: but now let us fee if 
the hufbandman were forced to fell his thinges 
good cheape whether all thinges fhoulde bee well 
then. Our Englijbe coyne being iuppofed to be 
bafe, and of no fuch eftimation in other countryes 
as within our owne realme (as for the mofi: parte 
it hath bene) before that it was reftored by our 
noble prince which now raygrieth : put the cafe 
this, that this Hufbandman ihould be commaund- 
ed to: &tl his wheate at viii. d. the buihell, rye at 
vi. d. bareley at iiii. d. his pig and goofe ix, iiii« d. 
his capon at iiii. d. hishenne at i. d, ob. his wooil 
at 9 diarke the todde, biefes and muttons after 
the olde pryces as in time pad haue bene : he hath 
then ynough to pay his Landlord, as hee had in 
time pafl : his Landlorde agayne hath as much rent 
8$ hee was wont to have : and the fame when the 
pryce is fo fet, will goe as far for; the fay 4 wares, 
whereof the pryces be thus fet a& fo much of old^ 
: . coine. 
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coioe^ i>aide after the olde wont would 'Iiaue 
dorte : all this is ^et well, heere is yet neither 'Liprd, 
nor Tenaunt grieued : well let us goe farther, the 
hufbandman miift buy iron, fak, tarrey pitch, '• 

and fuppofe-hee fliould bee alfo forced to reare t^ 
flaxeon his owne, and that pryces of cloth, both 
Unpen, and.woKen, and leather were fet after the 
rate* The Gentleman muft buy wynes, fpices, 
(likes, armour, glaffe to glafe his houfe withall : 
iron alfo » for tooks, weapons, and other inftrvi- 
ments neceflary^ as fait, oyles, and many other 
diuerfe thinges, more tten.I can recken with^ 
out fumtiie: ii^bcreof they n\ay in no wife Want, 
as iron, and fait, for of that which is within the 
realme of both, is not halfe fufficient for the 
fame: oyles, tarre, pitch, and rozyn, whcre6f 
wee haae none^t all, and without fome other of 
the faid commodities wee could Hue butgrofly, 
and barbaroufly, as without wynes, fpyce^ and 
Xiikes, thefe muft bee brought from beyonde the 
feas, Ihall we buy them as good chcape after the 
rate? A man would thinke yes« for when ftraun- 
gers fee that with leffe money then they were woftt 
to take for thefe wares, rhey may buy as much 
of the commodities of this realme as they were 
wonte a fore with more money, they wiltbe con- 
tent to take the leffe money when^it goethafs farre 
as the more Went before, and fo fell their wares 
as good cheape t (as for ari example) if they ftU 
nowe- a yard of veluet for xx. s. or xxli^ s. atid 
payeth that hr a toddeof wooll, were it not- as 
- good fof them then to fell their veluet at a marke 
a yarde, fo they had a todde of wobll for a 
marke ? 

I WGuldthifike fo, for thereby heeftKHaWcf be Knighu, 
atno more loffe then hee is now. And lb the 
like^eafon may ferue for iron, wynes, fak, fpice, 
oyles, pitch,- tarre, flaxe, waxe and all oiher out- 
wairdo comnKxIities. 
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If 1 fliould J^flce you this queftk)ii> whcAer 
theyLWOUld be compelled by a la we to fell their 
vmres fo or no : what could ye fay ? 

It maketh no matter whether it were fo or no, 
and I think they cannot, becaufe they be out of 
the, prinnces dominion, and at liberty, whether 
they will bring any thinge to us or no, but feeinge 
they may haue all thinges heere^ as good cheape 
at that prycc they fell for leflc money, as they had 
before for the greater price they will willingly 
bring their wares and fell them fo; 

Thereof I 4oubr, vpon the former fuppofition 
of our bafe coyne, for I thinke they woulde fell 
'ftiU at the higheft as they doe now, or bring no- 
thinge at all to us. For yee muft vnderftand 
they come not always for our comniodities, but 
fometimes to fell theirs heere, knowing it hecre 
to be beft vendible, and to buy in other countryes 
other commodities where the lame is beft cheape, 
and fometimes to fell in one parte of the realmc 
their wares that bee there moft defired, and to goc 
to fome other parte of the realme:for the com- 
modities that be there moft abundaunt and beft 
cheape .- or partly of our countrey and partly of 
another, and for that purpofe coyne vniuerfally 
currant is moft commodious, fpecially if they 
entend tobeftow it in any other place, then where 
they were unladen of their marchaundize. Now if 
wr Gpine were not fo] allowed in other places as it 
is heere, the ftraunger Ihould be at grwitcr loITes, 
if he (hould take our coyne for his wares, he had 
lea^ver bring his wares to other places, where hee 
might haue coyne currant in all places for it, that 
he might beftowe where and when hee lift. If 
fhey woulde looke but for our wares for theirs^ 
tWnke yee that they would not ftudy to bring to 
ys fuch wares or ftuffe as ftiould be beft cheape 
witli them, and moft deere with vs. 

Yea no doubt, that is the polifie of all mar* 
chau^ts. 

What 
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What ftufFe is that trowe you ? ^ ' ^^'='*'''' 

Mary glaffes of all forte, paynted clothes, and Knight, 
papers, orenges, pippens, cherries, perfumed 
gloves, and fuch like tryfles. 

Yee fay well, they will percafe attempt us with ^^^r. 
fuch, and fuch thinges as are good cheape with J^^*|^ ^^ 
them, it cofteth but their labourcs onely and their and aji mar- 
peoples, which els Ihould t)e idle, • yet thefe things tinzlZnge^ 
be feme what after the price in other places vend- that bee bcit 
ibie as well as here. But when we fecle the lacke tJ^^Vn^d 
of iron, fteele, fair, hempe, flaxe, and fuch deereft with 
other, fuch light wares as yee fpeake of will not "^* 
be defired here but rciefted, and thefe other look- 
ed for : what other things els will they bringtrowe 
you? 

Percafe yee meane, filkes wynesand fpyces. Knight. 

No not that, for thofc bee in good price els ^^ostor. 
where. 

What then fliould they have to vtter to vs, Knight, 
that is beft cheape with them, and deereft with vs. 

BralTe, for it fhould go with them but forDoft©'. 
brafle in deede, and therefore good cheape, and 
heere with us a great part for filver, and therefore 
deerc with vs ; and that they v^ould bringc vnto 
vs. 

How in brafle pots, pans, and other veffcls of Knight; 
brafTe ? 

Not fo, no man would take fuch ftuffe butnoaor. 
for brafle in deede. 

l5ow,then ? then the Doctor tolde mee, that Knight, 
it was in coyne made beyonde fea like in all thinges 
to our coyne, which they brought ouer inheapes, Doaor, 
and when they fee that efteemed here as filucr, 
they bringe that for our commodities, as for our 
wolles, felles, cheefe, butter, cloth, tinne and 
ledde, which thing euery man will bee glad to 
fell, for the moft they can get, and beingeoSerjd 
of ftraungers more of our coine then they may 
get within the countrey, they wil fell them to - 
ftraungers rather then vs, with whom the price' 

F ' is* 
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is fet : then ftraungers may aforde that coine 
good cheapo, for they make it them felves, and 
the ftufFe is. good cheape that ihey make it of, 
and fo they will geeue thereof for our fayde com- 
modities as much as yee will afke. Then though 
they made not fuch^coyne themfclvcs, yet fee- 
ing they muft pay more for our wares, or els 
no man would bring them to them, when hce 
may haue as much at home of his neighbours, 
the ftraungers muft necdes haue a confideration 
of that in the price of that fayd outwarde mar- 
chaundize that they fell, and alfo holde them 
deerer. And thus by the one way they may ex- 
hauft ourchiefe commodities, and gieve vs brafle 
for them, where with wee cannot buy fuch other 
like neceflary commodities againe, as we (houlde 
want if they were not plenty within our realme. 
Giauci & Much like the exchaunge that Homer fayeth Glau- 
J^r°muutio. cus madc with Diomedes, when he gave to this 
man his golden harnefle for brafen. But the other 
way they muft necdes be brought to fell their 
wares deerer to vs, and then if this hulbandman 
and gentleman, and fo all other widiin this Re- 
Sies^'goU ^'"^^ Ihould be compelled to fell their thinges 
cheape and good chcapc, and yet buy all thinges deere tha4: 
ftaTi^ not"^ commeth from beyonde the fea : I cannot fee how 
ightiy they (hould long profper, for I neucr knew him 
that bought deere and fouldegood cheape, and 
vfe it any long fpace, to thriue. 
Knight. There may be fcarchers made for fuch coyners 

as yee fpeake of comming in> and pynilhments 
dcvifed therefore, and for going forth 6f viitayles 
alfo, that none fhall paffe this Realms. 
Doaor. There may be no deuife imagined fo ftroitg^ 

JuTl^^'f' but that yee may be deceaued in both thole 

fibletokcepe . "^ ii • r i. i_ i • 

ourtreafure points, as wcll m fuch coync brought m, as in 
^th d-'the vi<^ailes caried forth : for many heads wil deuife 
Realme, if many wayes to get any thing by, and though wee 
cfth!ii^i^°'* bee cnuyrocned with a good poole (that is the Sea) 
els where, yct tfacrc is tx>mzxiy poftcms^of it to get out and 

in. 
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in, unafwares of the maifter. Whofoeuer hath but 
a prety houfe with any family ofhisowne, and 
but one gat3 to go forth and come in at, and the 
maifter of the houfe ncuerfo attentiue, yet fome- 
what flial be purloined forth, much more out of 
fuch a large. Realme as this is, hauinge fo many 
wayes and pofterns to goe forth at and come in : 
aiid yet if ftraungers fhoulde be content to take 
but our wares for theirs, what ftioulde let them to 
aduaunce the prices of their wares, though ours 
were good, cheape unto thenv, and then ihal wee 
be ftill lofcrs, and they at the winning hand with 
us, while they fell deere and buy good cheape, 
and confcquently enrych themfelues, and impo- 
uerilhe us ? Yet had I leauer aduaunce our wares in 
price as they aduaunce theirs (^as wee nowe do) 
thoughe fome bee loofers thereby, but yet not fo 
many as fliould bee the other way : ajid yet, what 
bufmeffe (houlde there be in making of prices of 
cuery trifle ; for fo it would be, if the price of 
any one thinge bee abated by commaundement : That the 
And therefore I cannot perccaqe, that it may bee ^^\^^ ^o^« 
remedied by either of you both (I meane you, SheCwtia^ 
Gentleman, and you good Hufbandman) for if it 2*^^"°^ 
rofe at either of your hands, fo it might be reme- manshan<w 
died like wife at the fame, by releafing the thing 
agayne at either of your handes that was thecaufe 
of this dearth : But if either you fhould releafe • 
your rent, or you the price of your vidlayle to 
the olde rate, yet that coulde not compell ftraun- permuta^ 
gers to bring downe the price of theirs, as I haue ^^^"^l^ ^c- 
fayde : and fo longe as their commodities be deere, fore coyne. 
it were neither expedient, nor yet cpuld yee, 
though yee woulde, make your commodities 

5 food cheape (except yee can deuife away how to^ 
iuc without them and they without you) which 
1 ihinke impoflible -, or elfe to ufe exchaunge of 
ware for ware without coyne (as, it was before 
coyne was founde) as I reade in the time of Ho- 
rner it was., and alfo the'ciuile lawe d4;>th affirm the 
F 2 fame 
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fame, which were very comberfome, and would 
require much cariage of ware vp and downe, 
where nowe by the benefit of coyne a man by 
thofe tokens fetch the wares that he lackcth a far 
of, without great trouble of cariage ; and hard 
were it readily to finde all wares that the one hath 
to pay the other, of equall value. 
" If neither the Gentleman nor I may remedy this 
matter, at whofe hands lyeth it to be holpen then ? 

I will tell my mynde therein hereafter ; but 
firfl: let us boulte out the caufe of this dearth : 
and ther-elore let mee learne what other thing 
fhould be the caufe thereof. 

Mary thefe inclofures, and great paftures, are a 
. great caufe of the fame ; whereby men do turne 
the erable land, being a liuing for diuerfe poore 
men before time, nowe to one mans hand, and 
vrhere both corne of all forte •, and alfo cattell of 
all kinds were reared aforetime, now there is no- 
thing but onely (heepe. And in fteede of C. or 
CC. perlons that had their liuing thereon, now be 
there but three or foure fheephcrds, and the mai- 
fter onely that hath a liuing thereof. 

Yee touch a matter that is much to be confider* 
cd, albeit I take not that to be onely the caufe of 
this dearth at this time ; but this I thinke in my 
minde, that if that kind of inclofing doe Afmuch in- 
creafe in xxx. yeares to come, as it hath done in xxx 
yeares paft, it may come to the great defolation 
and weakingofthettrengthof thisRealme, which 
is more to be feared then dearth ; and I thinke it 
to be the moft occafion of any thinge yee fpake yet 

thefe wilde and unhappy vprores that hath 
bene among us ; for by reafon of thefe inclofures 
many fubicdes haue no grounde to liue upon, a,s 
they had before tiine, and occupations be not al- 
/ wayes fet a worke all alike, and therefore the 
people ftill ingreafmge, and their liuings diminifh- 
ing, ic rnuft rieedes come to pafle that a great part 
of the peopiq Ihal hje idle, and laqke liuinge ; for 

hunger 
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hanger is bitter to bcare. Wherefore they muft 
needes whan they lacke, murmur agayne them 
that haue plenty, and fo ftirre thefe tumultes. 

Experience fhould feemeto proue playnely that Knight, 
inclofures ftiould be profitable, and not hurtful! to 

j the commonweale ; for we fee the coun treys where Quod m 
moft inclofures be are moft wealthy, as Effex, "^^^ 
Kent, North Hamptonfliyre, &c. And I haue ab omnibus 

* heard a Ciuilion once fay, that it was taken for a "^s^'s^tur. 
maxime in his lawe (this faying) that which ' is Rcafons t« 

! poffefled of many in common ,is neglefted of all ; ^[p^f"j^][^" 
and experience fheweth that tenannts in common 
be not fo good hufbandes as when cuery man 
hath his parte in feueralty ; alfo I hane heard fay, 

I that in the moft countreys beyonde the fea, they 
knowe not what a common grounde meaneth. 

I meane not of all inclofures, nor yet all com- Doaor. 
mins, but pnely of fuch inclofures as turneth 
cooimon and erable fields into pafture, and vio-^j^^^j^.^^^ 
lent indofures of commins without iuft recom-ofincfoiure« 
pence of them that haue right to commen therein ; ^ ^""^^^"^^ 
for if land were feuerally enclofed to the intent to . 
continewe hulbandry thereon 5 and euery man 
that hath right to commen had for his portiprt ^ a 
piece of the fame to himfelf inclofed, I thinke n6> 
harme, bnt rather good fhould come thereof, if 
euery man did agree thereto : but yet it would 
not be fodaynely done •, ^for there be many 
poore cottages in England, which hauing no 
lands of their own to liue one, /but their handy 
labour, and fomc refrefliinge upon the fayde com- 
mens, which if they were fodaynely thfuft ouid 
from that commodity, might make a great tu- 
mult and a diforder in the commonweale, and per- 
cafe alfo, if men were fdfFered to inclofe their 
grounds vnder the pretence to keepe it (till in til- 
lage, within a while after they would turne all to 
pafture, as we fee they doe nowe too faft. 

If they find more profit thereby thc(i other wife, Knight. 
why flxould tlicy not ? 
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I can tefll why they (hould not wel ynough ; for 
they may not purchafe themfelucs profit by that 
which may'be hurtful! toother : but how to bring 
them' that they would not fo doe, is al the mat- 
ter ; for fo long as they finde more profit by paf- 
ture then by tillage, they will ftill inclofe, and 
turn crable land to paftures. (Quoth the Knight, 
That well may be reftrained by lawes, if it were 
thought moft profitable for the Commonweale, but 
all men doe not agree to that poynte. 

I wot well they doc not, and therefore it were 
hard to mak? a lawe therein : fo many as hauc 
profit by that matter refitting ir. And if fuch a 
law weris made, yet men ftudying ftill of there 
moft profit, would defraud the lawe by one means 
or other. 

I haue heard oftentimes much reafoning in this 
matter, and fome^ in maintenauncc of thefe in- 
clofores would make this reafon, euery man is a 
member of the commonweale ; and that which is 
profitable to one man may be profitable to another, 
if he would exercife the fame feate. Therefore 
that which is profitable to me, and fo to another, 
0iay be profitable to all, and fo to the whole 
Commonweale : as a great maffe of treafure con- 
fifteth of many pence, and one penny added to 
another, and fo to the thirde and fourth, &c. 
maketh vp a great fume, fo doth each man added 
one to another make up the whole body of a 
Commonweale. 

That reafon is good adding fome what more to 
it, true it is, that the thing which is profitable 
to each man by himfelfe, fo it be not preiudiall to 
any other, is profitable to the whole Commonweale, 
and not otherwife, or elfe ftealing or robbing, 
which percafe is profitable to fome men, were pror 
fitable to the Commonweale, which no man wil 
admit ; but this -feate of inclofingc is fo, that 
vfhere it is profitable to one man it is preiudiciall 

to 
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to many •, therefore 1 thinkc that reafon fufficient- 
ly aunfwered. 

Alfo they will laye forth another reafon, fay- Kwght. 

ing» that that which is our owne commodity- 

(hould bee alwayes aduaunced as much as might 

be ; and thcfe (hecpes profit is one of the greateft 

I commodity wee haue, therefore it ought to be ad- 

I uaunced as high as it may bee. 

I I could anfwere that argument with the like ^^°^- 
I reafon as I did the other : true it is, we ought to 
I aduaunce our owne commodity as much as wee Euery com* 
L can, fo it bee not to as much more the hinder- t^f "duTun^ 
r aunce bf our other commodities, or elfe where- ^^d fo as it 
as the breede of coney es, decre, and fuch like is a bdidlu'to 
I commodity of this rcalme ; yet if wee flioulde °'^*=' s^-^^ 
lurne all our erable grounde to nouriflie that*ticsT°*° *" 
commodity, and geue up the plough, and all 
other commodities tor it, it were a great folly. 
They will fay agayne, that all groundes bee ^°^s^*- 
) not mete for Iheepe. 

It is a very ill grounde, but either it ferueth to.^^®'" 
breede Ihecpe, or to fccde them upon : and if al 
I that is nicete either for the one, were turned to 
the mayntenaunce of fheepe, and none other 
thing, where fhall wee haue our other commo- 
dities growe ? 
All cannot doe fo, though fome doe. Knighf. 

What fhould let them all. to do that which they ^*^''- 
fee fame do ; yea, what Ihoold better encourage 
. them thereto, then to fee them that do it be come 
notable rich men in Ihort time by the doing there- 
of. And then if euery man fhoold do fo, one 
following the example of another, what fhould 
cnfuc thereof, but a nfieere folitude, and utter dc-^ 
folation of the whole Realme v fumifhed only with 
fheepe, and iheepherdes, in fteede of good men t 
whereby it might be a pray to the enemyes that 
firfl: would iet upon k ^ for then the lbe«pe mayf-* 
cers and their fheephecds could mako no refiftaupce 
tt> the contrary. 

Who 
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Who can let them to mal<e their moft aduaun* 
tage of that which is their owne ? 

Yes, mar)^ men may not vfe their owne thinges 
to the damage of the Commonweale : yet for all 
this that I fee^ it is a thinge moft neceffary to be 
prouided for, yet I cannot perceaue it ftiould bs 
the only caufe of this dearth •, for this inclofinge 
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No man 
may abufe 
\i% own 
things to 

«f theCoiT). and greate grafinge, if it were occafion of that 
mon-weaie. dearth of any thing it muft be of corne chiefly -, 
and no we thefe many yeares paft we had corne 
good cheape inough. And the dearth that was 
then moft, was of cattell, as bicfes and muttones *, 
and the broode of thefe are rather increafed then 
diminifhed by paftures and incloflnges. 

Why fhould men bee then fo much offended 
tvith thefe inclofures. 

Yes, and not without great caufe ; for thoughe 
thefe many yeares paft through the great bounty 
of God, we haue had much plenty of corne, 
whereby it hath bene good cheape, one Acer bear- 
ing as much corne as two moft. commonly were 
wont to do: yet if thefe yeares had chaunfed to 1 
be but meanely fruitfuU of corne (no doubt) we j 
fliould haue had as great dearth of corne as we 
had of other , thinges. And then it had bene 
in a maner an vndoing of the poore commens. 
And if heereafter there fhould chaunce any barren 
yeares of corne to fall, we fhould bee affuered to 
finde as greate exti:emity in the price«of coto 
from that it was wont to bee, as we finde now in 
the prices of other viftayle: And fpccially, "\( 
we haue not ynough to ferue within the realme, 
which may happen hereafter more likely then \i\ 
time paft, by reafon that there is much lande 
fince turned to pafture ; for euery man will fee^ 
where moft aduauntage is, and fee there is moft ad- 
uauntage in grafing and breeding, then in hus- 
bandry and tillage by a^ great deale. And fc 
longe as it is fo, the paftqre fhall heuer incrocl 

• _ vgo: 
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#p6n tillage, for all the lawes that cucr can be 
made to the contrary. 

And hovsr thinke yee that this might be reme- Knigi^^ 
died then ? 

Td make the profit of the plough to be as good,^ Doaor. 
rate for rate, as the profit of the Graficf, and 
Sheepe maiftcr ii. 

How could that be done? KnigM. 

Mary I conicftufe two manner of wayes^ but i^o^o-- 
I fcare me the deuifes Ihall fceme at the firft blofh . , / 
fo difpkafaunt rntd you ere yee confider it fcTi^ay^be ' i 
throughly, that yee will reieft them ere yee exa- wmcdicd ^ 
mine them : for we tallce now, to haue things ^nftrlJbit o£ 
good cheape : and then ff I fhould mencion a ^»^"- 
mcane that (hould make fome thingcs deerer for 
the time 1 fhould be anone reiefted, as a man 
that fpake againft euery mans purpofe. 

Yet fay your mJnde and fpat-e not, and though ^^ti^^- 
your reafon at the firft fceme vnreafonablej yet we 
will hearer whether yee can bring it to any reafon- 
able ende; 

Remember what we haue in hand to treate of,- D^^^or* 
not hdfw the prices of thingcs onely may be 
brought downe : but howe thefe inclofures may 
bee broken rp a^nd hufbandry more ufed : of the 
pricesi of thingcs we fhall fpeakc hcereaftcr. 

Wee wiU remember well that. kni^u 

What maketh men to multiply paftures and in- Doaor. 
clofitrte gladly? ^_ 

Mary the profit that gfoweth thereby.^ ^ ' 

it is very true and none other thinge. Then Do^of- 
linde the meanes to doe one of thefe two thynges 
that I fhal] tell you. And yee ihall make them 
as glad to exercife tillage^ as they doe nowe 
paftures. 

What be thofc two thingcs ? Knighw 

Mary, cither make as litlegaynes to growe by Doftor. 
the paftures as there growcth by the tillage, or 
els make that there may growe as much profit by ^ 
tillage as did before by the paftures, and then I 

G doubt 
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doubt not but tillage (hall be afweJl cherilhed of 
euery man as pafturcr 

And haw may that be done ? 
Mary the firft way is to make the wooll to be 
of as bafc pyce to the breeders thereof, as the 
corne is : and that dial be^ if yee make a like re- 
ftraint of it for pafEng ouer Sea vnwrooght as yee 
make of come : another is to inereafc thecuftpmc 
of wooll that paffeth boer vn wrought. And by i 
that the price of it fbal be abated to the breeders, 
^fiat a mce and yet the price ouer Sea fhal be neuer the leflfe : 
mS Aouid but that whkh is increafed in the pryce thereof on 
bcmadeasisfiraungers fhall come to the queenes highneffe, 
%J^^^\^^ which is as profitable to the realme as though it 
fcntotttf.. came to the breeders, and might relieue them of 
other fubfidies. Thus farrc as toucbinge the 
bringing downe of the price of wooUes, now to 
the inhaunfinge of die price of corne, to be as 
good to the hufbandnian as wooll (hould be, and 
that might be brought to paffe if yee will let h> 
haue as free palTage ouer fca at all timea, as yee 
haue now for wooll. 
Marchaunt. By the firft two wayes, men woulde fend lefle 
wooll ouer fca then they doe nowe, and by that 
way the Queenes cuftome fbould be dyminifhed : 
by your latter way the price of corne fhould be 
much enhaunfed, wherewith men would be much 
grieued. 

I wot well it woulde :bee decre at the firfte^ 
but if I can perfwade you that it were reafonable, 
it were fo, and that the famexould bee no hinder^ 
aunce to the Realme vniucrfally, but greater pro- 
fit to the fame, then I thinke ycc would be con- 
tent it fhoulde be fo : and as toudxinge the Queenes 
cuftome I will fpeake afterward, 

I graunt if yee coulde fhewc me that. 

I will afiay it, albeit the matter bee fomewhat 

intricate, and as I (hewed you before, at the firft 

^vew would difpleafe many, for they would fay, 

woulde yee niakecome deerer than it is, haue wee 
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not dearth ynough cIs without that : nay I pray 
you find the mcancs to haue it better chcape if it 
may bee, it is dcere ynough already, and fuch 
other like reafons would be fayd. But now let the 
Hufbandman anfwcre fuch againe. Haue not you 
Grafiers raifedthe price of your woollcs, and felles? 
and you Marchaunt men. Clothiers, atwi Cappers, ^^^""^^^ 
rayfed the price of your marchaundize and wares, HnAand- 
<Hier it was wont x6 bee m manner double, is it not ^^'"j^te*^. 
as good reafon then that we Ihould raife the price berty as 
of our cornc? what reafon is it you Ihoald be it ^!|'^^,^g3^^ 
large and we to bee reftrayned* Eythcr let vs all 
be rcftrayticd together, or els let vs bee all at lyke 
liberty, yee may fell your wooU ouer fea, your 
Felles, your tallow, your cheefe, your butter, and 
your leather, (which ryfeth all by grafing) at your 
pleafure, and for the deercft penny yee can get for 
them. And we (hal not fell out our corne, ex- 
cept it be at x, d. this bufhel, or Vnder, that is aa 
much to fay, a& wee thit be hufbandmen (hall not 
fell our ware except it be for nothing, or for fo 
litle as we (hall not be able to liue thereon. Thinke 
you if the hufbandman here had fpoke thefe ^ 
words, that he did not fpeake them fomcwbat 
reafonable. 

I thanke you with all my heart, for yee haue HuAm^ 
fpoken in the matter more then 1 could doe my 
felf, and yet nothing but that is moft true. Wee 
fck the harme, but wee wift not what was the 
caufe thereof, many of vs fawe well long agoe„ 
that t3ur profit was but fmall by the plough, and 
therefore diuerfe of my neighbours that had in 
time pafl-, fomc two, fome three, fome four 
ploughes of their owne, haue layde downe fome 
of them parr, and fome of them all their teemes, 
and- turned cither parte or al their arable ground 
to pafture, artd thereby haue waxed very riche 
men. And euery day fome of vs incloftth fome 
pare of his ground to pafture, and were it not that 
oar grounde Jyeth in the comtnon fieldes enter- 
• "^ ; G 2 mingkd 
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I ?^^dii!^ the ™"g'^^ ^^^ with another, I thinkc alfo our fieldcs 

f H^fl>'a"nd bad bene' enclcfed of common agreement of all 

^iclre"^°^ the tbwnelhip longe or this time. And to fay 

gaync$. the vtxy truth I chat haue inclofed litlc or nothing 

/ of my ground, coulde neiier be able to maRe vp 

my lords rent, were it not for a litle herd that I hauc 
of neate, flieepe, fwyne, geefe, and henne^^ that 
I doc reare vpon my grounde. Whereof becaufe j 
the price is fomewhat round, I make more cleare 
profit then I doe of all my corne, and- yet Ihauc 
but a very bare liuing, by reafon that many 
9 thinges doe belong to hufbandry, which bee now 
exceeding chargeable ouer they were in tyme 
paft, , 

P«: p«r. Though this reafon of Maiftcr Doftors here doth I 

pleafeyou well that be Hufbandmen, yet it pleafeth 
vs that be A rtificers nothing at all, which buy mo|t 
both breade corne, and make corne for our peny : 
and whereas yee Maifter Do&or fay that it ^yere as 
good reafon that the Hufbandman flipuld reyfe the * 
price of his corne, and haue as free vente of the 
fame ouer fea, as we doe and haue of our wares: 
I cannot greatly ^eny, but that yet I fay that euerv 
man hath need of corne, but they haue not lo 
much of other wares, 
Doaor. Therefore the more ncceffary that corne is, the 

mcwre be the men to be cherifhed that reareth it : 
for if they fee there bee not fo much profit in ufing 
[^y ' the plough, as they fee in other feates, think ye 

. not that they will leaue that trade and fall to an- 

That profit other that they fee more profitable ? as yee mav 

^^ , all faculties, perceiuc by the doings of this honeft mans neigh- 

^ ^ bours, which haue tourned their erablc land to 

pafture, becaufe they fee more profit by pafture 

then by tillage. Is it not an old faying in Latin, 

i^p-'osaiit Honos alii artes 5 that is to fay, profit or aduauncc- 

''^^"* ment nouriOieth euery facultie, wliich faying is fo 

true that it is alowed by the common iudgemenc 

of al men* We muft vnderftand alfo that all 

^ thinges that fliould b? done ia a Commonweale, 

bee 



r 




^English PolUcye. Fol. 53^ 

bee not to be forced or to be conftrayned by the 
Itraight penalties of the lawe, but feme fo, and 
fonie cither by alurement and rewardes rather. 
For what lawe can compell men to bee induftrious 
in traOayle or labour of body, or ftudious to learn 
any fcienceor knowledge of the mynde : to thefe 
thinges they may be well prouoked, encouraged, 
and allured : if they that be induftrious and paine- That fome 
full, bee rewarded well for their paines: and- bee.toTfaiiu'i^ 
fufFcred to take gaynes and wealth as rewardes of ^x '^^^^^^^^^ 
their laboures, andfolikewyfe they that be learned o^berwTth 
bee aduaunced and honoured according to their ^[^^^^^ 
forwardnes in learning: euery man will thenftudy wdin a 
icither to bee induftrious in bodely labour, or ftu- ^^^°"' 
dious in thinges that pertaynes to knowledge* 
.Take thefe rewards from them, and go about to 
compel them by lawes thereto, . what man wil 
plough or digg the ground or cxercifc any manuafl 
arte wherein is any paine : or who will aduenture 
(Duer feas for any marchaundife, or ufe any fa- 
/cukie wherein any perill or daunger (hould be, 
(ceinghis rewarde ihal be no more then his that 
fits ftill : but yee will percafe aunfwere me that 
all their reward fhal not be taken away^ but part 
6f it. Yet then yee mqft graunt me that as if al 
thefe rewardes were taken from them, all thefe fa- 
culties muft decaie, fo if parte of that rewarde be 
miniflied, the vfc of thefe faculties fliall minifli 
witball after the rate, and fo they (ball be the lefle 
occupied, the lefle they be rewarded and efteemed. 
But now to our purpofc : I think it moreneceflary '^^J^^^ 
%o deuife a meane how hufljandry may be more pro'ih S'ge. 
.occupied rather than lefle : which I.cann9t per- ^^^ [^^J^^fl-e 
ceiue howe it may be brought to pafle, but as men it fliai be 
do fee the more gaines therein the gladder they ^'^^^^^"**' 
will occupie that feate^ and this is to be true (that 
feme things in a Commonweale muft be forced 
with paines and fome by rewards allured) may ap- 
pear, by that which the wife and poUitique fena- 
tour Tj^Jly wryteth : ftying, that it was the wordcs ^"a^^,^^' 
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of Solon which was one of the feucn wyfe men of 
Greece, and of thofe feuen the onely roan that 
made lawes, that a Commonwcale was hoidt-n vp 
by two things, chicfely that is by^ reward and 
peyne : of which words, I gather, that men 
fhquld be prouoked to do good decdes by rewardes 
and preferments, and to abftaine from ill dojngcs 
by paincs; trowe you if Hulbandmen be not bet- 
ter chearyflicd or prouoked then they be, to ex- 
crcife the plough, but that in proceffe of time fo 
many ploughes wil be layd downe as I feare mc 
there be all ready that if one vnfruitefull yeare 
fhall happen among vs, as commonly doth once 
in feuen yeares : we fhould then not only haue 
dearth but alfo (karcenes of corne, that we fliould 
be driuen to iJrekc it from outwarde partiei^ and 
pay deare for ir. . / 

Howe would ycc haue them better cheariflied 
to vfe the plough. ^ 

To let them haue more profit by it then they 
haue, and liberty to fell it at all times and to'^^U 
places as freely as men may do other things : bgt 
•then (no doubt) the price of corrie would rife fpe- 
cially at the firft more then at length : yet that 
price would prouoke euery man. to fet the plough 
in the ground, to till wafte grounds : yea and 
to turne the lands that is now inclofed for pafture 
to erable, for euery man wili the gladder follow 
that wherein they fee the moregaines, and thereby 
mufte nedesf enfue both greater plenty of corne 
within the realme and alfo much treafure fhoukl 
be brought intd the rtalme by reafon thereof. And 
' bcfides that plentie of afl other vidbuall cncreafed 
amonge vs. 

Knight. That would Tfaine heare you decWc howe ? 

Doaor. Ye haue heard that by this free vent and iale c 

corne, the hufbandmans profit is aduaunced, the 
it is (hewed that euery man naturally will foUo> 
that, wherein he fees profit infue : therefore me 
wil the gladder occupy hglbaandry, and die mo 



dooccUpfe hufbandry, the more plenty of cornc 
muft nedes be ; And the more plenty of corne P«>fit ^^^^ 
there is thereof the better cheape : And alfo the bandmen 
more will be fpared ouer that which (hall fuffife m««Mcu. 
for the Realme* And then that may bee fpared in hereby 
a^ood yeart-, Ihall bringe vs againe either corne : ^^ p^^' 
or els the commodities of other countries neccflary qucntiy let- 
for vs. Then the more hufbandry there is occu- ^^c^cT 
pied, the more vniuerfal breede fliould be of all 
viiftuals of neate, flieepe, fwir>e, geefe, hennes, 
capons, and chickens : for al thefe arc reared much 
on corne. 

If men (houlde fell when a good feafonable yeare KnigKt. 
is, all that is ouerplus: ^hen therealmeis ferued 
what fhoulde wee doe if a barren year (houlde hap- 
pen, when no (lore of corne is left of the good 
yeare before. 

Fyrfte ye mufte confider that men will be fure Doaor* 
they wyll kcepe ynoughe to finde themfelues with*- 
in the realme, ere they fell any forth of the fame» 
and hauing libertie to fell at their pleafure, doubte 
ye nor, but they had Icuer fell their corne two 
pence or three pence in a bufliel better cheape 
withing the realme, then to be at the charge Op 
carriage, and peril! of aduenture : in fending it 
ouer and fell it dearer, except it be for much more 
gaines. And thiismen being proupked with luker» , 
wil keepe the more corne, loking for a deare yeare 
in the countrey, whereby muft needej be great 
ftore : and though they did not fo, but fliouId 
fell ouer fea all that they might fpare ouer that 
ferues the realme, when the yere is plentifulU yet 
by reafon that throughe the mcanes aforefaid moc 
ploughcs are fet a worke, then would fuffice the 
realme in a plentiful year: if a fcarfe yeare fhould 
fal after, the corne of fp many ploug^es as in a 
good yere, would be mqre than inough in an yn^ 
fruitful yere, at the leafte would be fufficient to 
finde the Realme, and io ihould the Realme be 
ferued with inough of corn in a fcarfe yeret and 
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in a piehtiful yere no more then inough : whicfi 
might be fold ouer for great treafure, or greater 
commodities : where now in a plentyfull yere wc 
feeketohaue but afmuch as may fuffife the Realme* 
Then if a fcarfe yere fhould happen, we mufl: 
ncedes lacke of ourowne to ferue, and Ihould beef 
dryuen to buy from beyond the fea, and then if 
they were as enuious as wee bee : might they not 
fay, when we requyred any corne of them^ (that 
feing they could get none from vs when we had 
. plenty) why fliovld they let vs haue any come 
when we haue fcarfitie ? Surely common reafonf 
would that one region fhoulde helpe another when 
it lackes, and therefore God hath ordeyned that 
no countrey Ihoulde haue all commodities, bun 
which that one lackes another brings forth : and 
that that one countrey lackech this yere, another 
hath plenty thereof commonly the fame yere, to 
the intent men may knowe that they haue neede 
one of anothers heJpe^ and thereby loue and fo- 
cietie to growe among all men the more, but here 
wc would do as though we had neede of no other 
^ovntrey on earth, but to Hue all of ourfeiues : 
and as though we myght make the market of alt 
Chinges as wee luft ourfeiues, for though God is 
bountiful unto us and fendes us matiy great com- 
modities, yet wee coulde not liue withoute the 
commodities of others- And for example, of 
iron and falte thoughe wee haue competentlye 
thereof, yet wee haue not the thirde parte to fufEce 
the Realme, and that can in no Wife be fpared if 
yee will occupy hufbandry, then tar, roTJyn, pfitch, 
oyle, and ftcele, wee haue none at all : and for^ 
wynes, fpyces, lynnen cloth, filkes, and colours, 
though wc might liue indifferently withoQt them, 
yet far from any ciuility Ihoiild it be : as I den/ 
not but many things wee might haue heere fuffi- 
ciently that we buy now from beyond fea, and 
many things we might fparc wholly : whereof if 
time win ferue I ihaU talke more hereafter r but 
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howe to returne to the firft poynte I fpake of be- 
fore, to bee one of the nieanes to bring hi>(bandry 
vp, that is by bafing the eftimation of wooll, and 
felles. Though I take not that way to bee as good 
as the other, ror I do not allowe that meane that 

may bafe any of our commodities, except it bee i 

for the inhaunfing of a better commodity: but tf 
both commodities may be inhaunfed together, as * 

by the lafte deuife 1 thinke they might be, I al- , 

lowe that way better, neuerthelefle whereas you \ 

(brother Mercer) Ihewed afore, that either by re- 

ftraining of .wool and other commodities, till they i 

were equale within the Realme after the rate of the I 

corner .or by inhaunfing the cuftome of wooll 
and other the fayd commodities, till the price be- 
fide the cuftom of the faid commodities were 
brought like to the come in proportion : the 
Queenes cuftome fhoulde be diminifhed, I thinke whethir 
not fo, for the one way, as much as fhe fhoulde cuL^^"** 
haue for the more wooll at little cuftom ventred fl^^uw ^ ^^ 
ouer, fo much fhould we haue for the Icffe Wooll ft^n/of ^ I 

at a greater cuftom ventred. And the other way ^^'-^ ""• i 

as much as her Grace fhould lofe by her cuftome I 

of wooll, fo muchJor more fhould her Grace winne i 

by the cuftome of clothes made within the Realme. ,| 

But one thing I doe note by this later deuife, that , 

if they fhould take place we muft doe, that is if i 

we keepe within vs much of our commodities, wee ^ 

muft fpare many other thinges that we haue now 
from beyonde fea, for wee muft alwayes take 

I>eede.that wee buy no more of (traungers then we . i 

do fell them, for fo we fhould impouerifh our 
fclues and enriche them. For hee were no good 
hufband that had no other yerely reuenues but of 
his hufbandry to liue on, that would buy more in 
the market then he felles againe. And that is a 
pointe that wee might faue much by our trcafure 
in this Realme, if wee would. And I marucU 
no man takes beede to it^ what number firft of 
H trifles 



58 



ABriefe Conceipte 



great for ve 
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^rs feth "' ^^'^^^^ ^^^^s hether from beyond the fea, that we 
from us our mightc cythcf clcaii fpare or els make them with- 
*r.. ... ij^ Q^j. j^g^jj^p^ f-Qj. ^.jjg which we either pay in- 

eftimable treafure euery yeare, or els exchaunge 
fubftanciall wares and neceflatie for them for the 
which we might receiue great treafure. Of the 
which forte I meane afwell looking glafles as 
drinking, and alfo to glafe windowes, dialles, 
tables, cardes, bailes, puppette?, penners, inke- 
homes, tothepickes, gloues, kniues, dagges, 
owches, browches, aglettes, buttons of fiikc and 
filuer, earthen pots, pinnes, and pointes, hawkes 
belles, paper both white and browne, and a thou- 
fand like thinges that might either be cleane fpared, 
or els made within the Realme fufficient for vs, 
and as for fome thinges they make it of our owne 
Our delicacy commodities and fende it vs againe, whereby they 
ftrl!d^^^ ftt their people a worke, and doe exliauftc much 
Wwes, treafure out of this realme: as of our Wooll they 
make clothes, cap pes and kerfcies, of our fdles 
they make Spani/h fkinnes, gloues and gcrdels, of 
our tinne faltfelltrs, fpones and diflies, of our bro- 
ken tinnen clothes and ragges, paper both white 
and brownf, what treafure thinke yee goes out of 
this Realme for euery of theie thinges : and then 
I for all togerher it exceedes mynecftimation. There 
is no man can be contented now with any other 
gloues then is made in Fraunce or in Spaync ; nor 
Kerfie but it muftc bee of Flaundcrsdie : nor cloth 
but French or Fry feadowe: nor ouche, brooch, 
or agglet but of Venice making, or millen : nor 
dagger, fwearde. knife or gyrdle but of Spaniflx 
making ; or fomc outward countrey, no not as 
much as afpurre but that is fetched at the millener, 
1 haue heard within thefc xl. yeares when there 
were not of chefe haberdafhers that fcllcs French 
or millen cappes, glafles, kniues, daggers, fwordes, 
Hibirda'fheTs gyrdels and fuch things, not a dofen in all Lon- 
and nowe from the towne to Weftminfter 
euery ftreate is fijll of them, and their 

Ihoppes 
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ihoppea glkters and (hynes of glafles as well 
drynking asloking, yea all mannerof veffclof the 
fame ftuffe : paynted crufes, gaie daggers, knyues, 
fwerdes, and girdels that it is able to make any 
temperate man to gafe on them and to buy fome- 
what, though it ferue to no purpofe neceflarie. 
What necde them beyonde fea to trauaile to Pe- 
rowe or Ibch farre countreies, or to trye oute the 
fandesof the rivers of Tagus in Spaine, Paftolus kow the 
in Afia, and Ganges in India, to get amonge ^^^^^^^^ 
them after much labour fmall fparkes of gold, or waytoget 
to digge the deepe bowels of the earth for the mine ^"ge"of^ 
of filuer or golde, when they can of vile claie not n? value 
farre fought for : and of pryple ftones and fcrne ^^yj^^i^ 
rootes, make good golde and filuer, more then a coidorsu- 
greate many of filuer and golde mines would " 
make, I thinke not fo litle as a hundreth thoufand 
poundes a yeare is fetched of our treafure, for 
thinges of no value of themfelues, but only for the 
labours of the workers of the fame, which are fet 
a worke all on our charges : what grofencfs of 
wits be we of, that fee it, and fufFcr fuch a con» 
tinual fpoile to be made of our good and • treafure 
by fuch meanes, and fpecially that will fufFer our 
owne commodities to go and fet ftfaungers a worke, 
and then to buy them againe at theyr handes, as 
of our WooU they make and die kerfies, French- how ftraon- 
adowes, brpade clothes, and cappes beyonde iea fhdr nafion 
and brynge them hethcr to be fold aeaine : where- "^'^^^ °"'; , 

, • T I I 1 1 1 commodities 

m I pray you note what they doe : they make us and on our 
pay at the ende for our owne ftuffe againe. Yea, ^°^^"' 
for the ftrangers cuftom for their work'manlhippe, / 
and colours, and laftely for the feconde cuftome ; 
in the retourne of the wares into the Realme 
again : whereas by working the fame within the 
Realnie, our owne men Ihould be fet a worke at 
the charges of ttrauogers, the cuitoms Ihould be 
borne all by ftraungers to the Qaeene, and the 
cleare gaiAes remaine within the Kealcne. 

H % . If 
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Kwght. If yee ponder fuclv thinges and other, which 

gocth ouer fea yercly from vs for the fame, yee 
fpeake to litle by as much againe, but one thinjge 
I haue marked that albeit it is true, that though 
ftraungers buy their woli deare and pay twifc 
cuftome, that is both at going out of the wollj 
and when it retournes in clothes or cappesj yet 
the fame (hall be better cheape then that which is 
made within the Realme, whereof that fhould 
come, I would faine knowe, 

Doftor. Whether it come of our floth , or of our charge- 

able fare or of our idlenes, which we Englifhmen 
vfe, percafe more then other nations, I knowe 

whyftraon- ^^^ . ygj. jj ^^j.^ better for vs to paie more to our 

gers may at- ^ r i /^ i n 

fyrdt vares owfie countreymcn for thefe wares, then to ftraun- 

mld^by"^*" gers Jefle, for how little gaines fo euergoeth ouer, 

them then it is loft to US clcare, but how much fo cuer the 

w made'' gaines is that goeth from one of vs to another, it 

fcsre. and is all faucd with in the realme : and a like rca- 

wcre tetter (oti as you make now here, once a book feller 

fOTvstobuy made mee when I aflced him why, we had not 

though they whitc and browne paper made within the realme 

were dearer, gf^ell as they had made beyond the fea? Then 

he anfwered mee that there was paper made a 

while within the realme. At the laft the man 

perceiued that made it that he could not forthe his 

paper as good cheape as it came beyond the fea, 

and fo he was forced to lay downe making of 

paper and no blame in the man, for men will 

geve neuer the more for his paper becaufe it was 

made here : but I would eyther haue the paper 

ftaied from comming in, or fo Burdened with 

cuftome : that by- that time it came hether, our 

men mighte aforde their paper better cheape, then 

ftraungers might do theires, the cuftomes confi- 

dered, 

'^'*'' There ye fpeake a thinge that the Queenes At- 

tourney would not agree unto, for if fuch ware 

were made within the Realme, then the Queenes 

cuftome 
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cuftome (hould be leffe by rcafon that little 6t no 
luch wares Ihould come from beyond the Sea. 

If the Queenes Attoumey did regard, as well the ^^o^*** 
profite that Ihould come after : as that which is 
prefent afore the eyes, hee would agree to this 
well inough, for by this meanes ineftimabic trea- ^^J^**^ 
fure Ihould be faued within the realme, and then vniverfai 
it could not growe to the profite of the fubiefts J^,^*jft^^ 
but it muft needes growe alfo to the profite of the ed then ihort 
queene, for the wealth of the fubjeftes, is the ^f ^"^^ 
profit of the queen : and in mine opinion they doe 
not belle provide for her graces profite, that pro- 
cureth onely a prefcnte commoditie: but rather 
that commodity that may longeft endure without 
griefe of her fubjefts. 

You would haue a lawe made, that no fuch K«giit. 
ware fhould be brought from beyond the fea, to 
be foulde heere, of fuch things as could be made 
heere, as wel as there. 

Yea forfooth, fo would I wifhe. Dq^^* 

I was once in a parlyament, when fuch a thynge Knight, 
was mooued, but onely for cappes, that none 
made beyond fea fliould be fould heere within the 
realme, and then it was aunfwered by a great wifc^^*^*^^, 
man, that it was to bee feared leaft: it touched* thfe doc touch 
league made betweene the Princes Highnefle, ^Vi6^^j^^^ 
fome forraigne Prince: what thinke you then would other Prya- 
haue been faid, if yee would haue moued a law *^' 
to be made of our wooll, our tynne, our led, 
and hydes, beyond fea, Ihould haue been fould 
heere^ 

I cannot tell whether that fliould touch the i>>^^« 
league or no, nor whether any fuch league be: 
but I fay to you that I think It a maruaylous league 
that Ihoulde let us to make lawes to binde our 
owne fubjeds that might be profitable to them : 
and if their were any fuch league I had leaver it ^^jf^P® ^ 
were broken then kept, which' being broken rifljcd^thttif 
flioulde doc us good, and being kept Ihould doe com^! 
us harnie, and I fuppofe that when wee enter any weak. 

league 
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league the fame is ment to be for our weale, and 
not for our hinderaunce, wherefore that league 
would not be efleemed that might hinder our 
commonweale, 
Knght What if they would make a like la we beyonde 

the fea, that wares made within this realme ihould 
not bee foulde there, as they made of iate, when 
wee deuifed a lawe that no wynes ihouldc bee 
caried heather in ftraungers bottomes. 
Pttftor. Yet fhould^they be enforced rather to diflfolue 

their law than we ours, for our (lufFe is necefTary 
for them that is made here, as cloth, leather, 
biere, tallow, butter, checfe, pewter veffell &c. 
Theirs be to us more to fcrue pleafure then nccef- 
fity : as tables, cardes, perfumed gloues, glaffes, 
gaily pots, dyalls, orenges, pippens, and cberies: 
yea their chiefe commodities might be better 
fpared of vs, then retayned of them, as wynes, 
A worthy fijkes, fpiccs, yron, and fair. I would to God 
kTSioJS we woulde followe but the example of a poore 
tou^ll*''^ hauen towne that I heard of it to do of late : here 
ungew. .^ ^j^^ marches of Wales, called Carmarthen, 
when there came a ccrtayne veffell thether out of 
England all laden with appells, which aforetime 
was wont to brynge them good corne, the towne 
commaunded that nonne fhould buy the fayd 
appells upon a great payne, and fo the bote iloode 
fo long in the hauen without fale or vent till tht 
appells were putrified and loft. And when the 
owner demaunded of the Bayliffe of the tov?ne, 
why he had ftayed his fale and vent, the B^yliflFc 
anfwered againe, that the fayd veffell came thethti 
to fetch the beft wares they had in the countrey, 
as fryzes, brode clothes, and wooll : and m 
fteede thereof, hce (hould leave them in thei 
countrey but appells, that ihould be fpent an( 
wafted in lefie than a weeke. And fayd brin{ 
unto us corne or make as yee were wont to doe 
whereof the countrey hath neede, and yee Ihall b 
welcome at al] times, and yeefhall haue fre 

vet 
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vent and fale thereof in our porte : thinke yce 
that the cities of London, Southampton, Briftowe, 
Chefter and other moe, might they not learne a 
good leflbn of thk poorc Welch townc in this 
doing ? Might not they fay when ftiippcs full of 
oranges, pippens, or cheries come in, that if they 
would again take plumes, daniozins, and draw- 
berries for them, they fhoulde haue free ex- 
' chaunge: and when they bring in glaffes, pup- 
plets, rattles, and fuch hke thinges, they (hould. ^ 
have like trifles for them, if any fuch were to bee 
had within this realme, as there bee many, but 
if they come for our woolles for our clothes, 
kerfeyes, corne, tinne, leede, yea our golde, 
and filuer, and fucK fubftantiall and neceffary 
thinges : let them bringe in againe, flaxe, tarre, 
oyles, fyfhe,'; and fuch like. And not to vfe 
them as men doe little children, geeue them ati 
k appell for the beft: Jewell that they have about' 
them, Aud thus wee are empouerilhed of our 
treafure, and chiefe commodity, and cannot per- 
ceaue it, fuch is the finenefle of ftraiingers wits 
and the grofenes of ours, yet it were more tolle- 
rable if wee did no more but cheariftie their de- 
uifes that be ftraungers : but we haue in times ofthecoyne, 
paft deuifed our felues many other wayes, to our might ha^* 
owne impoverifhment, and to exhauft our trea- ^r^^^* ^ 
fure. And now I-muft come to that thynge that tion of?, 
you (brother Mercer) touched afore, which I take 
to be the chiefe catife of all this dearth of thinges 
(in comparifon of former times) and of the ma- 
nifeft impouerilhinge of the Realme, and might 
in fhort time haue been the deflrudion of the 
fame, if it had not bene the rather remedied, 
that is, the bafing or rather the corrupting of our 
coyne, and treafure, whereby we deuifed a way 
for the ftraungers not only to buy our gold and 
filuer for brafle, and to exhauft this Realme of 
treafure: but alfo to buy our chiefe commodities 
in maner for nought, yet it was. thought thi^ 

(hould 
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\ Ihould haue bene a meane not onely to bring our 
treafure home, but to bring much of theirs : but 
the experience playnely declared the contrary, fo 
that it were but a very dullcrdes parte now to be . 
in any doubt thereof. 

fcmgiit. Forfooth and fuch a dullerd am I in deede, that 

I cannot perceave what hinderaunce it fhould be 
to the Realme to haue this mettal more then that 
(for our coy ne) feeing the coyne is but a token to 
goe from man to man, and when it is ftricken 
with the Princes feale to be currant i what ma- 
keth it the matter what mettal it be made of; 
yea, though it were but leather, or paper. 

tfcaor. You fay but as mod forte of men doe fay, and 

yet they be farre wide from the truth, as men that 
do not confider the thinge growndly : for by that 
reafon God would neuer fend dearth among vs, 
but the Prince might quickely remedy it. As if 
corne were at a crowne a bulhell, the Prince 
might prouide crownes ynough for himfclfe and 
alfo his fubjeQs made of braffe to pay for the 
fame, and fo to make it as eafy for him and his 
fubjecls to pay a crowne of fuch mettall for a 
bulhell, as it fhould be for them now to pay a 
penny for the fame : and as the price of corne 
doth rife, the Prince might rayfe the eftimation 
of his coyne after the rate, and fo keepe the coyne 
always at one eftate in deede though in name it 
fhoulde feeme to rife. As for example, fuppofe 
wheate this yeare to be at a grot a bufhell, and 
the next yeare at two grotes, the Prince might 
caufe the grote to be called viii. d. and if the 
bufhell rofe to xii. d. the bufliel, he might rayfe 
the eftate of the grote to xii. d. and fo whether it 
were*by makinge of coyne of other mettalles then 
be of price receaued amonge all men, or by en- 
haunfing the price of the olde coyne made in met- 
talles of eftimation, the Prince might if your rea- 
fon were true, keep alwaies not onely corne, 
but alfo all other ^ viftaylles and necelDiries for 

* mans 
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mans life, alwayes at one price in deede, though 
in terme they fliould vary : but yee may fee day- 
ly by experience the contrary hereunto, for when 
God fendeth dearth either of corne' or of other 
things, there is neither Emperor nor King can 
help it, which they would gladly doe if they 
might, as wel for their own eafe, as for their fubi- 
jefts, and might foonc doe it if your reafon afore 
touched might take place: that is, if either they 
might make coine of what eftimation they would, . 
of vile mettalles : or els enhaunfe the value of coines 
made in mcttalls of price, to what fome they 
would. Yet a man at the firft blufli woulde thinke 
that a Prince in his Realme might doe this eafily, 
and make what coyne he would to be currant 
and of what eftimation it pleafed him, but he 
that fo thinketh marketh but the termes, and not J^« ^"«>. 
the thinges that are underftanded by them, as if a quantuy's 
man made no diffcraunce betwene vi. grotes that ^^"^^ 
made ah ownce of filuer, and xii grotes that made not the 
in all but an ownce of filuer, by the grote of the °*°^^' 
firfte forte, the fixth parte of an ownce, and by 
a gr9te of the other forte is the twelfth parte of an 
ownce of filuer vnderftanded, and fo there muft 
be as much difference betwene the one grote and 
the other, as is betwene two and one, the whole 
thinge and the halfe : though either of both be 
called but under one name, that is a grote, we 
muft confider though gold and filuer be the met- 
tals commonly wherein the coyne is ftrycken to 
bee the tokens for exchaunge of thinges betwene 
man and man : yet it is the wares that are necef- 
fary for mans yfe, that are exchaunged in deede, 
vnder the outward name of the coyne, and it is 
the raritie and plenty of fuch wares, that niakcs 
the price thereof hier or bafer. And becaufe it : 

were very combrous and chargeable to cary fo 
much of the wares that we haue abundance of, to 
exchaunge for the wares that we want, alwayes 
both for the weight of our wares, and alfo for 

I ' that 
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' that they could not be caried fo farrc without pe- 
riftiing of the fame, nor proporcioned fo euen, 
as they Ihould be always, neither more or leffe 
brought of our wares, then were equiualent with 
other wares that we receiue, therefore were the 
mettals of golde and fiiuer deuifed, as wares of 
jirifto.lib.5. litde weight mod in value, and leaft combrous 
That the ^^ caric: and leaft fubjecl to detriment or hurt in 
neccffuy of the cariage thereof, and may be cut and deuided 
fiquc'and"^ in moft pieces and portions, without any loffe, to 
cjmmodiiy ^6 as the meanc in wares to exchaunge all other 
maS^coyne watcs by. And if the thynge were to be -new 
tobedevifed. dcuifcd, neccffity would caufe vs to deuife the 
Homm. F. fame way againe. For put the cafe there were 
ftSca-^ no vfe of money among us, butonely exchaunge 
tk«? Li, I. of wares, for wares : as fometimes I do reade 
hath ben : we might at a time haue fuch plenty 
of thinges in our Real me, as for example of corn, 
woUes, and felles, cheefe, and butter, and fuch 
other commodities as were fufficient for vs, and 
there fhoulde remayne with us fuch great ftore, 
that wee could not fpend it in our needes, nor 
keepe it longe without perifhing, woulde not wc 
be glad to exchaunge that abundance of thinges, 
that could not abydc the longe keeping : for fuch 
wares that would abyde the keeping, which we 
might exchaunge agayne for fuch wares, as I re- 
hearfcd, or any other as neceffary : when fcar- 
fitie of the fame fhould happen among us ? Yea 
verdy we would ftudic to haue in that exchaunge 
fuch wares Js would go in leaft romth and conti- 
nue longcft without periftiirLg, and be caried to 
^nd fro with leaft charge, and be moft currant at 
^Alilt^ all times : and at all places. Is not golde and 
vtETt'ihe filuer, the thinges that be moft of that forte: I 
m^L^^^ mesne moft of value, moft light to be caried, long- 
cf^mc to bee cft able to abide the keeping : apteft to receiue any 
Arikcam. foj-f^^^ marke^ and moft currant in all places; 
and moft eafelie deuidrd into many pieces with- 
otit JoITe of the ftuffc. In fome of'^thefe poynres 

I coa- 
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1 confeiTe precious ftoncs do excell filucr or yet • 
gblde, as in value or lightnefTe of carriage, but 
then they may not bee deuided without perifhing 
oF the fubftaunce, nor put agayne together, after 
they be ones diuided, nor many of them abyde fb 
many daungers without perilhing of the matter^ 
nor yet receiue any niarke or ftampe eafely, nor 
be fo vniuerfally efteemed : therefore they be not 
lb meete for inftruments of exchaunge, as filuer 
and golde be, or els they for their pieces and 
lightneffe of cariage might be. And becaufe 
golde and filuer haue all thefe commodities in 
them, they are chofen by common affent of all ^^^^^ 
the world, that is knowen to be of any ciuility, Sio/Eth.^" 
to be inftruments of exchaunge, to meafure all 
things by, moll apre to be cither caried farre or 
kept in ftore, to receiue for thinges, whereof we 
haue abundance, and to purchafe by them agayne 
other thinges which wee lacke, when and where 
we haue raoft neede. As for example, if there 
were no coyne currant, but exchaunge of things as 
1 fayd fometime there was : fqp this cafe, that a 
man had as much corne in one yere as he could 
not well fpend in his houfe in foure yeares after, 
and perceiued that hee mighte not keepe it fo 
longe, or till a dcareor Ikarce yeare flioulde come, 
and if he did, much of it fhoulde perifh or all : 
were it not wifedome for him then to exchaunge the 
ouerplus of that corne, for fome other ware that 
might be longer kept, without daunger of wad", 
or deminifhing, for the which he might at all 
times haue either corne againe at his neede, or 
fome other neceffarie thing ? Yeas no doubt, if 
there were no ufe of filuer or golde he would haue 
tinne, braffe, or leadde or fuch other like thing 
that would abide the keeping with leaf): detriment, 
and would defire to haue that thing ipoft, that 
were in lead weight, moft in value, and in leaft 
daunger of wearing or perilhing, and molt uni- 
I 2 uerfally 
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' uerfally receiued, where in golde and fyluer ex- 
Celles all other mettalles. 

What makes thefe mettalles to be of more value 
then other. 

No doubt their excellencie aboue other metalles 
both in pleafure, and vfe partely the raritie of 
them. ^ 

What be thefe qualities ? If yee prayfe the 
golde for his weight or pliablenes, led doth excel 
it in thefe pointes, if yee commend his colour •, 
filuer by many mens iudgementes (whofe colour 
refembleth the day light for his clcrcnefle) paffeth 
him. And herroldes preferres it in armes : be- 
caufe it is furthcft of feene in the fielde, nor neuer 
feemes other colour but his owne, be it neuer fo 
farre of: where al other fhall feemeblacke farre 
of, and fo loofe the ftrengthe of their owne. 

As much as the led approcheth the gold in that 
pointe, I fpeake of weight and pliablenes, it is 
caft behinde it in other qualities farre more com- 
mendable, as in colour it cither paffeth filuer by 
fome other mens iudgmentes, becaufe it refembles 
the colour of the celeftiall bocJies,' as the funne 
and (larres being the moft excellent thihges that 
Why goWe commeth vnder the view of the bodelie fences of 

andfilucrare . , , , , . _. - 

eftemcda- man, or It is equivalent to It : m armes i know 
mettiJs!^^' not how much it is eftcemed, well I wote Princes 
blafe their armes moft with that colour, whether 
it bee for excellency of the fame, or for that they 
loue the mettall it is made of fo wel, I cannot 
teh but now to efteeme they r other qualities, 
golde is neuer wafted nor confumed by fier : yea, 
the more it is burned, the more puerer it is ; 
which ye can fay of none other metalles. Then 
it weares not leffe by occupying, it defileth not 
the thing it toucheth, as filuer doth, with which 
ye may draw lynes, which is a declaration that 
the ftuffe falleth away, albeit wry ters do maruel 
that it fhould draw fo blacks a line, being of 
that brightnes and colour it felfe. Then there is 

no 
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no ruft, nor fcurfe that deminifheth the goodnca 
or waftcth the fubftaunce of gold : it abides the 
freacing, and licours of fait and vinegar without 
damage, which .weareth any other thing; ic 
needes no fier, ere it be made gold as others re- 
quire, it is golde as foone as it is founde, it is 
drawen without woll as it were woU, it is eafely 
fpred in leaucs of marueilous thinnes: yc may 
adorne or guild any other mctrals with it, yea 
ftones and timber : it is alfo nothinge inferiour 
in commodity of makyng veffels or other in- 
ftrumentea to filucr, but rather puerer, cleaner, 
and more fweete to keep any liquor in. Next 
him approcheth filuer in commendations, as in 
cleancs, beauty, fwcetnes, and brightnes. And 
it fcrues not oncly to make, veflels and other in- 
ftruments, but it is alfo fponne, but not without 
woll, as gold may bee, though they could not 
doe itafwe time, but with gold onely, as I haue 
hearde. Church Veftures were made oncly of 
gold then, and now of late of this (iluer being 
fpon with filke and guilte, they counterfeit the 
old excefle of clothe of gold and tyflue. Now 
to fpeake of other mettals, yee fee what ufes they 
ferue for, whych if thefe were away, fliould be 
more efteemed. Then I toulde you the rarityc 
commends the fayd mettals of gojd and filuer, 
yet more then this : for as they do excel in qua- 
lities, fo Dame Nature fecmes to haue laied them 
up a further warde, then her other giftes, to 
fhcw vs that all fay re things be rare, and that the 
fayreft thinges as they be hardeft to be attayned, 
fo they be moft to be efteemed. If a glaffe (as 
Erafmus fayth wcl) were as rare as filuer, it 
Ihould be as deare as filucr, and not without 
caufe : who could glafe a window with filuer, fo 
as he might keepe out the iniury of the weather, and 
yet neuerthcleffe rcceiue the commodity of the 
light through the lame to his houfe, as with glaflc he 

might 
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might t aiid fo I might commend other thlngj 

tor their vfe afore gold or filver, as iron and 

fteele, with whom yee make better tooles for 

many ncceffary vfes, then golde or filuer, but for 

the ufes that we talke of, filuer and golde doe 

clearly excell all other mettals. I paffe ouer that 

matter : thus haue I fhewed fome reafon why thefe 

mettals of gold and filuer are growen in eflima- 

tion aboue other, 

KfliE^t* Why doe Kynges and Prynces ftricke thefe 

mettalles, and other with a coyne, but b^caufe [hey 

would haue that coyne of what value fo euer it 

be, to beare the eftate that the coine pretendeth, 

which they did in vaine, if they could make the 

md fij^iucr mettal that beares that, to be neither better nor 

wCTe<(jya«j. worfe in eftimation f Then 1 had as liefe haue 

fmal gadds, or plats of filver and gold, with- 

^ out any coyne at a^ to go abroade from mati 

to man for exchaunge. 

^* Surely the time was fo (euen among the Ro- 

maynes, when neither brafle, fikier nor golde 

was coined : ) but were efteemed only by^ the 

weight- And thereof to this day rcmayneth 

pimu tik ^^^fc vocables of coynes^ as Libra, Pondo, DU 

3j, Cap, 3. pondius, as Solidus, Denarius, Wordcs of 

weigh tes, that afterward were geuen to coynes 

Sometime pretending thc fame weights. Alfo the common 

Md^^id*"^^ officers^ that waighed thefe rude mettals were 



^ wetEh^ called Libri pendes, whereof we haue mencione 
^y^made- ^^^^ '^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ Lawc : but becaufc in great 
trafficque and affembly of buyers, and fuch, it 
erf ^^^r^ was tedious to tary for the weighing thefe me- 
talles and trying, it was thought goode that the 
Princes Ihould ftrike thofe mettals with feueral 
markes, for the variety of the weights they were 
of to aHure thc Receiuor, the fame to be no leffe 
then thc weight it pretended- As for playner 
example, they ftrake the pound weight with thc 
marke of the pound j and the ounce with the 

mark 
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mark of the ounce, and fo after the variety of 
the weights of other pieces' variable markes : 
whereby began the names of coynes, fo that the 
people needed not to be troubled with the weigh- 
ing and tryinge of euery piece, being aflured by 
the marke of the Prynce, that euery piece con- 
tayned the weight that was fignyfied by the 
marke fet on euery one: the Prynces credite 
was then then fuch amonge their fubiefts as they « 
doubted nothing therein. As foone as they at- 
tempted to doe otherwife, that is, to marke the 
halfe pound with the marke of the pound, and 
the halfe ounce with the marfce of the ounce, a 
while their (ireditc made thofe coines currant, 
as I read among the Romaynes praftized more 
then once, but aflbone as it was cfpied, the two 
pieces of halfe pounds went no farther then the 
one piece of a whole pound went before. And 
at length, as much as they wonne at the firft, 
they loft at the laft in payment of their rentes, 
cuftomes, and duties. (And fo the neerer eaft, what hOe 
the further from the weft.) And they confequent- ''*'""**^'^ 
ly loft their credite, much like as I haue knowne 
certen townes in England to haue done which 
were wonte to make their clothes of a certayne 
bredth and length, and to fet their feales to the 
fame, while they kept the rate truly, ftraungers 
did but looke on the feale, and receaue their 
ware, whereby thefe townes had great vent of 
their clothes, and confequently profpered very 
well. Afterward fome in thofe towfies not con- 
tented with reafonable gaynes continual!, and de- 
Cring more. Deuifed clothes of leffc length, 
bredth, and goodnefle then they were wont to 
bee, and yet by the commendacion of the feale 
to haue as much money for the fame as they had 
before for good clothes, and for a time they 
gat much, and fo abafedthe credite of their pre- 
deceffors to their fingulcr lukcr, which was re- 
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compcnced with the lofle of their pofterity. ^ For 
after thcfe clothes were founde faulty, for all their 
feales, they were not onely neuer the better truft- 
cd, but much Icffc for their feale : yea, though 
-their clothes were well made j for when their vn- 
truth and falfhood was efpied, then no man 
would buy their clothes, till they were cnfearch- 
ed and unfoulded, regarding nothing the feale : 
and yet becaufe they founde them vntrue in fome 
parte, they nriftrufted them in other : and fa 
would geue lefle for thofe clothes then for any 
other hke hauing no feales to the fame, whereby 
the credite of the faid townes was loft, and the 
townes vtterly decaied. Did yee not fee^ that 
^ our coyne was. difcredited immediately vpon the 
alteration of it, in the late yeares of King Henry 
the Eight, fpecially among ftraungers, which 
euer before defired to ferue vs afore all other na- 
tions, at all our needes, for the goodncs of our 
coyne. And then they would let vs haue nothing 
from them, but onely for our commodities, as 
wool, felles, tallow, butter, cheefe, tin, and 
leddc, and where before time, they were wont to 
bring vs for the fame, either good golde or filuer, 
or els as neceflary commodities agayne, then 
they fent us cither fuch trifles, as I fpake of be- 
fore : as glaffes, gaily pots, tennice balles, pa- 
pers, gyrdles, brouches, buttons, dyalls, and 
fuch light ware, that ftandeth them in no charge 
or ufe, or els (if it be true that I haue heard j 
and as I tolde you in your eare before, they fent 
us braffe for our treafure of golde and filuer, and 
for our fayd commodities, 1 warrant you yee faw 
What do no golde nor filuer brought ouer vnto vs, as it 
fei^M f" ^^ before vfed, and no maruayle : to what pur- 
mir treafure pofe fliould they bring filuer or gold thither, 
^^^- whereas the fame was not efteemed? Therefore I 
ties. haue heard fay for a truth, and I beleeuc it the 

rather to bee true, becaufe it is likely, that after 
Our coyne was bafed and altered : ftraungers 

counter- 
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cbtJterfayted our coyncj and found the meanci to 
haue great mafles of that trahfported hether, and 
here vttered it wcl for our olde golde and filuefj as 
alfo for our chiefe commodities^ which thinge I 
reporte mee Vnto you what inconuenience it might 
bring v^nto this Rcalmc, if it were fufFered in a 
a fmall compaffc of time. 

There be Searchers that might let that matter Knight* 
well ynough, if they be true^ both for ftaying of 
fuch falfe coine to come in^ and of our olde coyne 
to goe forth. 

1 fayd fo to the man that tolde mee the fame! oo^or. 
talc that I tolde you euen now. And he aunfwered „„„„„, 
me, there were many wayes to deceaue the Search- oidc coyne 
ers, if they Were neuer fo true, 'as by putting of ZIm^ 
the fayde coyne in their fhippcs balaftj or in an^tiie 
fome veffelles of wyne, or other lyquor, tranf h^rTf^ctn 
ported either vnto us or from Vs: then euery notknow- 
creake in thys Real me hath not Searchers i And ""^^ **' 
if they had) they bee not fuch faintcs as wouldc ^Ir^i^ 
not be corrupted for money* Befides thisj was way to 
there not made proclamations that the olde coyne* ou^trcJufe, 
fpecially of golde> fhould not be currant here 
aboue fuch a price: was not that the redieft way 
to dryue a way our golde from us ? Euery thing 
Will go where it is moft efteemed, and therefore 
our trcafure went ouer in heapes. 

I beleeue well, that thefe were meanes to ex- ^"'^^^ 
hauft the old treafure from us, which yee haue 
reiedbed * but how it fliould make euery thing io 
deare^ among our felues fincc that tyme (as yee 
fayd it doth) I cannot yet perceaue the reafon* 

Why ? Doc yee not pcrceiuc, that by reafon ttoa^ 
hereof^ Wee payed dearer prefently for euery 
thing that we haoe frotii bcyonde the fea^ then wc 
werciWoM to doe before. 

That cannot be denyedi Kn-giit. 

By howe much thmkc you ? ^^^^^^ 

By the tiiirde parte well in all maner of thingea. ^f^i^^- 
K Mull 
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Muft not they that buy dcare fell deare agaync 
theyr wares ? 

That is true, if they intend j;o thriue : for he 
that felleth good cheape, and buyeth deare, fliall 
neuer thriue. 

Yee haue your felfe declared the reafon why 
things within the Realme proued after that 
time fo deare : for we muft buy deare all things 
bought from beyond the fea, and therefore wee 
muft fell agayne as dcare our thinges, or els wee 
make ill bargaynes for our felues. And though 
that reafon maketh it plaine, yet the experience of 
the thing maketh it playner : for yvhere yee fay 
that euery thinge bought beyond the fea, is 
commonly dearer by the third parte then it was : 
doe yee not fee the fame proportion reifed in our 
wares, if it be not more ? 

What lofle haue wee by this, when wee fell 
our commodities as deare as we buy others. 

I graunt to one forte of men, I accompt it no 
lofle, yea to fome other a gaine more then any 
lofle, and yet to fome other forte a greater lofle 
then it is profiti to the other, yea generally to the 
vtter empouerifliing of the realme, and weaking 
of the Queenes Maicftie^s power exceedingly. 

I pray you what be thole fortes tliat ye meane. 
And firft of thofe that ye thinke ftiould haue no 
loflTe hereby. 

I meane all thefe that liues by buying and fel- 
ling, for as they buy deare they fell thereafter. 

What is the next forte that ye. fay would win 
by it ? 

Mary all fuch as haue takings or fearmesin their 
owne manurance at the olde rent ; for wher^ they 
pay after the olde rate, they fell after the newc, 
that is, they pay for theyr land good cheape, and 
fell all things growing thereof deare. 

What forte is that which yee fayde ihould haue 
greater lofle hereby, then thefc men had profit. 

It 
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It is all Noblemen, Gentlemen and all otBcF Doaor. 
that lyue eitJier by a ftented rent or ftypend, or 
do not mannure the ground, or doe occupye no 
buying or felling. 

I pray you perufe thefe fortes as ye did the Knight, 
other, one by one, and by courfe. 

I will gladly, firfl: the Noblemen and Gentle- Do^or. 
men liue for the moft parte on the yerely rcuenues j^'by^Jte 
of their lands and fees geueh them of the Prince, alteration of 
Then ye know he that may fpende now by fuch re- *^°^"*' 
,ueniies and fees CCCli. a yere may not keepe no 
better port then his father, or any other before 
him, that could fpend but nigh CCJi. and fo ye 
may perceiue, it is a great abatement of a mans 
countenance to take away the thirde parte of his 
liuing, and therefore Gentlemen do ftudy fo much 
the increafe of theyr landes and enhaunfingof theire 
rentes, and to take fearmes and pafturcs to their 
owne handes as yee fee they doe, and ail to feekc 
to mainteine their countenaunces as their predecef- 
fors did, and yet they came fhorte therein. Some 
other feeing the charges of houfehold encreafe fo 
much, as by no prouifion they can make, it can 
be holpen : geue oucr theyr houfeholdes and get 
them chambers in London or aboute the courte, 
and there fpende their time fome of them with a 
feruaunt or two, where he was wont to keepe thir- 
ty or forty perfons daily in his houfe, and to doe 
good in the countrey, in keeping good order and 
rule among his neighbors. The other forte be even 
feruingmcn, and men of warre that hauing but . 
their olde ftented wages, cannot finde themfelves 
therewith : as they might afore time, without ra- 
uin or fpoile. As ye know xii. d. a day now will 
not go fo far as viii pence would afore time. And 
therefore yee haue men fo euill willing to ferue the 
Prince now a dayies from that they were wont to 
bee. Alfo where xl. fhillinges a yere was honeft 
wages for a yeoman afore this time> and xx. pence 
K % aweek^^ 
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a weeke borde wages was iufficient : now double 
as much will fkante beare their charge. 

That is longe of thcyr exceiTe, afwell in appa-- 
rel as in fare, for now a dayes feruingmen go more 
coftely in apparell, and look to fare more deintely 
then their mafters were wont to do in times paft : 

No doubt that is one great caufe of the greater 
charge of houfehold. For I know when a fcruing 
man was content to go in a Kendal coate in fom- 
mcr, and a frife cote in winter ; and with a plaine 
white hofe made meete for his body : and with a 
piece of blefe or fome other difhe of fodde meate 
all the weeke longe z now he will boke to haue 
at th^ leaft for fommer a coat of the fined cloth 
that may bee gotten for money, and his hofen of 
the fineft kerfey, and that of fome ftraunge die, 
as Flaunders die or French puke, that a Prince or 
great Lord can weare no finer, if be we^re cbth. 
Then their coates (hal be garded cut and ditched, 
and the breeches of their hofe fo drawen with filkc, 
that the workmanfhippe wall far paffe the price of 
the du£fe : and this thing is not reftrained as it 
ihould be, but rather cheriftiedof the Maifter8,on^ 
ftrluing with the other, who may bee moft proude 
and whofe retinue may go moft lauifli and gay 
for a time of Ihowe, whereas through fuch C3^:effc 
they are fayne all the reft of the yere to keepe the 
fewer feruauntes. And fo in exceffe of meates they 
fare at fome times in the yeare, that in the whole 
yearc after they keepe either no boufes at all, or if 
they do it (hall be very fmall : like cxceflcs as well 
in apparel as in fare were ufed in Rome a little be- 
fore the declination of the Empyre, fo as wife 
men haue thought it was occafion of the decay 
thereof. And therefore Cato and diuerfe wife fe- 
natour^ at that time, would haue had lawes made 
for reftraiute of fuch exce0es, and for that through 
the infoleace of fome, that maintained the comra* 
ry, the fame were not duly executed, much pride 
rnfi^ed there : and pf pride diuifion i and through 

deuifion 
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deulfion vtter defolation of the Com mon w^ale. - L 
pray God this Real me may beware by that Ejc* 
ample, fpecially London the bead of this Empire^ 
where fuch exceffes (by reafon the wealth almoft 
of al this Realme is heaped there vp, as the coroe 
of a delde into a barne) be moft vfed : for in other 
parties commonly of thys Realme, the law of ne* 
cei&tie kaepes men in good cafe for exceeding ei* 
iher in apparel or fare. I thinke wee were aa 
much dread or more of our enemies, when our 
Gentlemen went fimply, and our Seruingmen 
plainely, without cuts or gards bearing theyr 
heauy fwordes and buckelers on their thighcs in- 
fled of cuts and gardes, and . light daunfing 
fwordes : and when they rode carying good fpeares 
in their hands inftede of white rods, which they 
cary now more like Ladies or Gentlewomen, 
then Men, all which delicacies maketh our Men 
cleane effeminate and without (Irength. 

We may thanke our longe peace and qi^et KfjWit» 
within the Realm that men be not forced to ride 
(0 ftrong. Jc was a troblous world as well within 
the Realme as without, when men went and rode 
as you do fpeake. 

What can you tell, what time or how fone fuch J^^** 
a worlde ma come againe, wife men Ho fay, that 
in peace mt^ moft logke and prouide for warre, 
and in warnp again for peace. If men might be f" ^^^ 
alwaics fure of peace, then needed no man to keepe wanc^ 
men at all. But fith it is otherwife, and that the 
iniquitie of tnen is fuch, as they cannot bee longe 
withoute warre; and that wee recken here in Eng- 
land our chiefe ftrength to be in our feruingmen 
and yeomen, it were wifedome to cxercifethem in 
tyme of peace fomwhat with fuch apparell, fare 
and hardeni^, as they muft needes fuftayne in time 
of warre, then the fame (hal be no nouelty to them 
whea they come to it : and their bodies (hall be 
ftronge and harder to bcare that, that they were 
ibmewhtf accuftomed withall afore* Let thi3 

tha^ 
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that I fay, be^f no credite : if delicacy and tender- 
nes was not the moft occafion of the fubduing of 
the greateft Empires that were^ 

Knight, Surely ye fay very well and that which foiindeth 

to good reafon. I muft needes alowe that I haue 
found true myfelf, for my men are fo tenderly 
vfed in time of peace, that they cannot away with 
any heauy armour in time of warre, but either 
fliirts of maile or coates of linnen ragges, which 
at a fhotte may perhaps decelue us. Then what 
faye you by our buildinges that wee haue here in 
Englande of late dayes, farre more exceffiue then 
at any time heretofore. Doth not that impouerifh 
^ the Realme and caufc men to keepe leffe houfes. 

Doaor. I fay that all thefe thinges be tokens of orna- 

mentes of peace, and that no doubt is caufe of leffe 
houfholdes: fith the buildings and trimming of thofe 
houfes Ipendes away that, that fhould be other- 
wife fpent in houfhold. But it doth not empouerifh 
the Realme at all, for all the expences of build- 
ings, for the moft part is fpent amongcs ourfelues 
and amonges our neighbours and countreymen. 

Of cxcefle in As amonges Carpenters, Mafons, and Labourers, 

buyi<i-nss. except men will fall to guilding orpeintingof 
thefe Houfes. For in that much treafure may be 
fpent, and to no vfe. Alfo the arefes, verderers, 
and tapiftry workes wherewith they bee hanged 
commonly, conueith ouer into Flaunders and other 
ftraunge countreyes (where they be had from) 
much of our treafure. 

Koight. Syr, yet I muft remember you of one thing 

more, which men do fuppofe to be a great occa- 
fion of the fpending of that treafure abroade : and 
it is, where there is comen to the Crowne of late 
yeares much lands by reafon of monafteries, col- 
leges and chauntres diflblued, which men fuppofe 
hath been the caufe two maner of Waies, that there 
is leffe treafure abroade in the Realme. One is 
becaufe the reuenues of the fayd places diffolued 
heretofore, were fpent in the countrey and went 

from 
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from hand to hande there, for vittaile, cloth and 
other thingcs : and now are gone to one place out 
of the countrey. Another is that diuers mea 
which had any ryches or wealth vttercd the fame, 
to buy perfelles of the faid diffolued lands lying ■ 
commodious for them, whereby one way and 
other the whole riches of the countrey is fwccped 
away. 

Truth it is alfo, that it wringed the countrey Doaor* 
abroade for the time, and had kept it fo ftill if the 
Kinges Maipfty had not difperfed the fame lands 
abroad among them in the countrey againe, but 
after that his Higbnes departed with a great deale 
of thofe pofleffions, part by gift and part by fale : 
ireafurc hath and will encreafe againe abroad, as 
much as euer it was, if it be not letted by other 
meanes : fo that I take that to be no great caufe 
of the dearth that we haue, for the foile is not taken 
away, but the poffeflion thereof is onely transfer- 
red from one kindc of perfons to another. 

Then to retourne to the matter of the coine Knight, 
where wee lefte. I haue heard your conceipt how 
the alteration thereof within our Realme did fome 
men no harme, as buyers and fellers : fome other 
it did good vnto, as Farmors that had lande at the 
olde rent : and fome other as Gentlemen; men of 
warre, feruants, and all other liuing by any rated 
or ftented rent or ftipend, were great lofers by it : 
But I heard you fay it was fo much withal to the 
lofle of the Prince, that it might be to the great 
peril of the whole Realme in procefle of time. I 
mcruayle howe it Ihould be fo, for I heard wife 
men fay, that the Queenes Highneffe Father did 
winne ineftimable great, fummes, by the alteration 
of the coyne. 

So it was for the time, but I liken that gaynes ooftor. 
to fuch as men haue when they fell away their How the ai- 
landes, to haue the greater fome at one time, andth"wynes 
euer after to lofe the continual increafe that fliould *°"J**,^!. 

grow the Prince. 
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gtow thefecrf" : for you knowe all the treafure of 
this Realme, muft once in few yeares come to 
the Princes handes by one meancs or other, and 
from thence it fhould goc abrode againe to the 
fobiefts. As all fpringes runneth to the ocean fea^ 
and out of it are they fpred abrode agayne : then 
as they came into the Kings coffer^ at the firft in 
^ good mettal> they came forth in fuch as you haue 
heretofore feene. And albeit it feemcth at the firft I 
Vew to empoucrifhe but the fubiefts oftely * at 
fcngth impouerifheth alfo the Prince ^ and then if 
the Prince ftiouid want in time of warre, fpecially 
fufficient treafare to pay for armor^ weapons^ 
tacklings of fliippes, gunnes, and other artillary j 
ncccflary for the warre, and. could by no meanes I 
haue of the fubieds wherewith to buy the fanrre, 
what cafe (hould the Realme be in ? Sorely in ve- 
ry euill, and therefore thcfe Coynes and treafore bee 
not without caufe called of wife men, nerti belh- \ 
rum f that is to fay) the fynowes of wafit. And \ 
that is the greateft daunger that I doe confider^ j 
ffiould growe for want of treafure to the Prince 
and the Realme, for though a Prince may haue 
what coyne he will currant iwithin his Realme, 
yet the ftraungers cannot be com][)clled to ta(ke 
them. Arwi I graunr, if men might liue within 
themfeliies, alltogether without borowinge of any 
other thing outwarde, we might deuife what coyne 
Wee would : but fince we muft haue ntede of 
other and they of vs, wee muft frame our things 
not after our owne phantafies, but to foHowc the 
common market of all the worlde, and wee may 
not fet the price of things at our picafurc, but 
follow the price of the vniuerfall market of the 
world, I graunt alfo that brafle hath benecoyned 
ere this, yea and leather in fome places- But 
cuer I reside that that was at an extreme need^j 
which thinge is not to bee followed as an example, 
but to be efchewed as longe as ^fflbfe may be: 

And 
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And if our treafure be farre fpent and exhauft (as 
it hapencd in the later yearcs of King Henry the 
eight) I could wilh that any other order were taken 
for the recoucry of it, then that deprauing of our 
Coynes, which ferueth the Prince but a litle while, 
for feme prefent fhifte, and hindred him a long 
time after wardes. I am perfwaded that within our 
Realme treafure might bee foone recouered by 
thefe two meanes : firft if we forbad the bringing 
in andj felling of fo many trifles as I before re^ 
herfed to |j^ brought vs from beyond the fea, and 
that nothing made beyond the fea of our^wne 
commodities (hould be fould heere. And fecond- 
Jy> if we forbad that none of our commodities 
fliould paflc vnwrought ouer fea, which being 
brought here and foulde ouerlhould bring in in- 
finite treafure in Ihorte time. 

Mary and there yee bee contrary to the opinions Kmght; 
of many a great wife man, which think it better 
that all our wool were fould ouer fea vnwrought, 
then any clothiers fhould be fet a worke withall, 
within this realme. 

That were a ftraunge thinge in mine opinion, ^>^o^* 
that any man fhould think fo, and what fhould 
mooue them to be of that opinioh I pray you. 

I will tell you. They take it that all infur- Knight, 
redtions and vprores for the moft parte, do rife 
by occafion of thefe clothiers : For when clothiers 
lack vent over fea, then is a great multitude of 
thefe clothiers idle. And when they be idle, then 
they afTemble in companies and murmur for lack w^«*^ »^ 
of liuing, and fo picke one quarrell or other to wcr^cxpedu 
flirre the poore commons that bee as idle as they, ^^',j°„^J 
to a commotion : And fometimes by occafion of unwrought. 
warres there mufle needes bee fome ftay of clothes, 
fo as they cannot haue alwayes like fale or vent : 
at euery which timeif the faid clothiers fhould take 
occafion of commotion, they think it were better 
that there were none of them in the Realme at all, 
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and confequently that the wool! were utterccTuii* 
wrought ouer fea, then to haue it wrought here. 
PoOor. So it may fceme to them that confidcrs one incon- 

uenience, and not another. Surely whofocuer hath 
many perfons vnder his gouernance, fhaU haue 
much adoe to gouerne them in quietnes, and he 
that hath a greate familye fhal haue fomtimes 
trouble in the ruling of them. It were but a meane 
pollicye eyther for a Prince to deminilh hys Num- 
ber, or for a Maifter of a houfe to put away his 
feruaunts, becaufc he would not haue |py trouble 
with the gouernance of them : he that would fo do* 
might be well refembled to a man that fhould fell 
bis land becaufe he wold not be troubled with the 
accompt of it. I thinke it meetc that we did not 
onely encreafe the feate of clothing, but alfo in- 
tend diuers other, mo feats and occupations^ where- 
by our people myght be fet a worke, rather then 
take away any occupation from them, fpecially 
fjch as clothynge is, that fets fo many thoufandes 
a woorkey and enryche both Towne and Coontrey. 
Where it is occupyed in Venice, as I haue heard, 
and in many other places beyond fea, they rewarde 
Myftcries and chcarifh euery man that brings in any new arte, 
Vtlz^ctr^' or miftery, whereby the people might be fet a 
^^^^*^"^'*'- worke, with fuch thinges as Ihoulde both finde 
their workemcn, and alfo bring fome treafure or 
other commodity into the countrcy. And Ihall 
we contrary wife labour to deftroy our beft and 
mod profitable trade, which is by clothing? I 
would know what thing els might bring vs trea- 
fure frcrni ftrange parties, or wherewith fhoulde fo 
many of our people be fet a worke, as haue r^owe 
their lyuings by clothing, if that occupacion were 
layde downe ?' 
Knight. Mary we might haue treafure ynough from out- 

ward parties for our wooUes, though nonne were 
wrought within the Realme : and as for an occu- 
pation to fet our clothiers a worke, they might bee 
fet to the plough and hulbandry, and that fhould 
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make huflbandry to be the more occupied, and gra- 
fmg leflTe, when all thefe people that nowc doe or* 
cupy clothing, fhould fall to hulbandry, . 

As to the firft that yee fayd that wool! is fuffi- Efoaof. 
cient to bring in treafure : if it were (as it is not in 
deede) yet that featc were not for the Weale, nor 
for continuance of the Real me. For when euery 
man would fall to breede fliecpe and to increafe 
wooll, and fo at length all other occupations fhould 
bee fet afidc, and breedinge of fheepe onely occu- 
pied, th«n yee knowe that a few Sheepe maiftera 
would ferue for a whole fliyre : and fo in procefle 
of time the multitude of the fubieds fliould be 
worneaway, and none lefte but afewe Sheepherds, 
which were no number fufficient to ferue the Prince 
at need, or to defend this Realme from enemies, 
r As to the other parte of your tale, whereby yee 
woulde thaf thefe clothiers fhould fall from that 
occupation to hufbandry : how coulde fo many 
added to them that occupy hufbandry already, 
,get their lyuinge by the fame, when they that bee 
huJ'bandmen nowe, haue but a fmall lyuinge there- 
by. And if yee woulde fay to mee that they 
(houlde haue at all times, free vent and full fale of 
their corne oucr fea, then cometh the fame incon- 
uenience in that ye thought to auoide before, by 
putting them from clothing. For fome yeres it 
fhould happen either for warres or by reafon of 
plenty in all parties beyond the fea, that they 
fhould haue no vent of their cornet and then be 
dryuen to be idle, and cOnfequently for lacke of 
liuing to afTemble together, and make like vprores 
as ye fpake of before. 

They haue in Fraunce more handy craftes occu- 
pied and a greater multitude of artificers, then wee 
haue here by a great deale, and for all that they 
haue made many greate flurres and commocions 
there before this : yet they will not dcflroy artifi- 
cers, for they knbw that the highcfl Princes pf 
thcitt all, without fuch artificers could not main- 
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teine their eftate. Doth not all theyr tOules, cu- 
.ftomcs, taxes, tallages, and fubfidies chiefely growc 
by fuch artificers? What King can niainteine his 
eftate with his yearcly reuenues onely growing of 
his landes : For as many feruaunts in a houfe well 
fct a worke, gaines eiiery man fomwhat to their' 
maifter : So doth euery artificer in a Real me ech 
gaine fomewhat, and altogether a great maffe to 
the King and his Realm euery yeare it bringeth. 
Knight. ^j^j j^Q^ becaufe we are entred into communi- 

cation of artificers, I will make this diuifion of 
them. Some of them do but conuey money out 
^SSctrir ^^ ^^^ countrcy : fome other that which they get, 
they do fpend againe in the countrey. And the 
third forte of artificers is of them that doe bring 
in treafure into the cpuntrey. Of the firflt fort I 
recken all mercers, grocers, vintners, haberdalhers, 
«h"out^ou'r milleners^ and fuch as do fell wares growing be- 
treafure. yond the fea, and do fetch out our treafure for the 
fame, which kinde of artificers as I recken them 
tollerable, yet not fo neceflary in a Commonweale, 
but they be beft fpared of all other. Yet if we 
had not other artificers to bringe in as much trea- 
fure as they doe carry forth, we Ihould be greate 
f end^that ^^^^^^^ by them. Of the fecond forte bee thefe 
thTy get in Ihoomakcrs, tailours, carpenters, mafons, tylers, 
^untt^"^ bouchers, brewers, bakers, and vittailers of all 
agayne. fortcs, which Jikc as they giet their liuing in the 
countrey, fo they fpend it : but they bring in no 
treafure vnto us. Therefore we muft chearifii well 
The third the third fort. »And thofe be clothiers, tanners, 
trelf^fand cappcrs, and worftedmakers, onely that I knowe, 
therefore {which by thcif miftcrics and faculties) do bring 
Xd/*^ * in any treafure. As for our woUes, fclles, tinne, 
ledde, butter and chcefe, thefe be comttiodityes 
that the ground beares requyring the induftrye of 
a fewe perfons, and if wee fhoulde onely truft tar 
fuch and deuyfe nothing els to occupy ourfelucs 
with, a few perfons wold ferue for the rearing of 
fuch thinges, and few alfo it would findc : and fo 
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fliould our Realme be but like a grange better fur- 
nilhed with beaftes then with men, whereby it 
mighte be fubiefte to the fpoile of other nations, 
aboute whych is the more to bee feared and efchued : 
^^aufe the countrey of his owne kinde is apte to 
brynge forth fuch thinges as bee for encreafe of 
cattell, then for fuch thinges as be for the nourifli- 
ment of men. If Pomponeus Mela be to be be- ?<>«?• mc* 
leeued, which defcrybing thys Ilahde fayeth thus : 
Plana^ ingens^ ^ ferax : fed eorum que peer a^ 
quam homines benignius alant : that is to fay, it is 
playne, Jarge, and plentiful : but of thefe thinges 
that nolirifheth beaftes more kindely then men. 
So many foreftes, chafes, parkes,. marfhes, and 
wafte groundes being more here, then moft com- 
monly elfewhere, declare the fame not to be all in 
vayne, that he affrmes. It hath not fo much erablc 
grounde, vynes, olyues, fruites, and fuch as bee 
both moft neceffary for the foode of men. And 
as they requyre many hands in their culture, fo 
they finde moft perfons foode, as Fraunce and 
diuerfe other countries haue. Therefore as much 
ground as is here apte for thefe things woUld be 
tourned as much as may be to fuch vfes as may 
find mofte perfons. And ouer that towncs and 
cities would be repleniftaed with all kinde of artifi- 
cers, not onely clothyers, which is as it were pur 
natural occupation, but with cappers, -^glouers, 
paper-makers, glafiers, paynters, goldefmithes, 
blackefmiches of al fortes, couerlet-makers, needle- 
makers, pinners and fuch other, fo as we fliould not 
onely haue inough of fuch thinges to ferue our - 
Realme and faue an infinyte^'treafure, that goeth 
now ouer for many of the fame : but alfo might 
fpare of fuch things ready wrought to be fold ouer> 
whereby we fliould fetch, againe other. neccITary 
commodities or treafure, and this flioulde both 
replenifti the Realme of People able to defende it, 
and alfo faue and win much treafure to the famp. 

Such 
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Such dccupations dlone do enrich diiiei^ couiitreyea 
that be elfe baren of themfelues. 
Myftcfd do And what riches they bryngc to the countries 
triJ'ihatT ^herc they be well vfed- The countrey of Flaun- 
dsbvjreii. defs ^nd Gerjmtiie do well declare, where through 
fuch occupations k hath fo many, and eke fo 
wealthy cities, that it were almoft incredible fo 
litle grounde to fuftaine fo much people. Where- 
fore in my minde they are far wide of right con- 
iideraCion, that would haue either none or els lefie 
clothing within this Realme, becaufe it is fomc 
lime occafion of bufines and tumults, which com- 
ineth for lacke of vent. There is nothing euery 
way fo commodious or neceffary for mans vfe, but 
it is fometimes by ill handling occafion of foitie 
difpleafure, no not fier and water that be fo necef- 
fary as nothing can be more* 
fcnifcht. Yea Maifter Doctor we ftand not in like cafe as 

Fraunce or Flaunders that yee fpeake erf" : if they ^ 
'haue not venteone way, they may haue it another 
way alwaies, for the firme land is rounide about 
them in maner. If they bee at warre with one 
neygbour, they will be friendes with .another to 
whofe countreyes they may fend their commodi- 
ties to fell. 
DoOor. • So may we bee, if we were fo wyfe, to keepe 
one friende or other alwayes in hand. Who will 
'be fo mad being a priuate man, but he will bee 
•fure to doe fo. Let wife men confider what 
friendes this Realme hath had in time paft. And 
Aiianrewith if they bee now loft or intercepted another way 
tc^tX" fi'*^^* *^^ '^^ purchafe other for them : or els geue 
piirchafed as Utk occafion of breach with our neygbours as 
and kept, ^^y y^^^ Yj^ ^"^^^ ^^^ ^g J remember, fayth in 

Ecclefiaftes, thn efi bonum bomini ejfefeium. 
Knight. Alfo in Fraunce they haue di verfe bandes of men 

Whether lu armcs, in diuerfe places of the Realme, tore- 
SiesteM prcflefuch tumults quickely if any (hould arifc. 
TicceiTary If wcc hadthc likc hcerc, wee might bee bouldc 
Fraunce"* ^^ ^^ ^s many artificers as they haue. 

God 
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God fworbote that eiier we ihoald haue any Huibaad, 
fuch tyrannies come among vs : for as they fay» 
fuch will in the countrey of Fraunce take poore 
merts henncs, chikens, pigges, and other provi- 
fion, and pay nothinge for it, except it bee an ill 
turne, as to rauilhe hys wyfc, or hys daughter* 
for it : and euen in like manner fayd the Mar^* 
chaunt man adding thereto, that hee thought that 

i woulde rather bee an occafion of commotions to 

' bee ftirred thenfo be quenched. For (ashccfayd) MaithaonL 
the ftomacks of Englifhemen would neucr bcare, 
to ftifFer fuch iniuries, and reprochcs, ashce hearde 
that fuch vfed to doe to the fubie<Jls of Frauncei 
which in reproche they call Pefaunts. 

Mary the Prynce might rcftrayne them well Knight. 
y nought for doing outrages vpon great payne?. 

What if it were fkant in his power to do ? the Ooaor* 
Romaines had fometimes fuch men of armcs iri 
diucrfe placjes for defence of the empyre, it 'was 

I thought that at length it ouerthrewe the fame. 
Julius Csfar doth that declare : and many times 
after that when the Emperors died, the men of 
warre erected what Emperor, they lyfled, fomcr 
time of a ftaiic or a bondman contrary to the elec^ 
tion of the Senate of Rome, being chiefe coim^ 
fayloTS of the Empyre, till the whole Empyre was 
cleanc deftroyed : it is not forcommotions of ful> 
ic(5fai, that Fraunce alfo keepeth fuch : but the 
flateand neceffity of the countrey which isinui-* 
roned about with enemies, and neither fea nor 

' wall betwene them, againft whofe inrodes and in- 
uafion they mayntayne thofe' men of warre of ne- 
ceffity. They would faine lay them downe, if 
they durft for feare of their neighbours. And 
fome wyfe men among them haue fayd and writ- 
ten, that the fame men of armes may bee the de- 
ftroftion of their Kingdome at length* And be- 
fide that the largenefTe of our dominion or fituation 
of the fame towarde other countreyes, doth not 
require fuch men, nor yet the reuenewes of this 
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Realme is able to make vp the like number with 
Fraunce. And then if we ihould make a lejfle 
number, wee fliould declare ouriclues inferiour in 
power to Fraunce, to whom wee haue bene hither- 
to counted fuperior in fueceffes, through the ftoute- 
neffe of oar Engliflie hearts. And therefore I 

Aieffegriefe would not hauc a fmall fore cured by a greater 

Mp^"with S^'^^^> '^^ f^** auoydinge of populer fedicion, 

a g?cat fore, which happencth very feldome and foone quench- 
ed, to bring in a continual ypake and charge both 
to the Prince and the people. 

Kii»8^t* You fay well, and fo as I can fay no more 

againft your fcntence, but yet I would wifhe your 
faying could fatisfie other men as well as it doth 
mee. 

Dftaor. Well, it is nowe tyme to make an ende. I 

haue troubled you heere with a tedious and longe 
talke. 

Knight. I could be content to be troubled longer of 

that forte. 

Marchaont And fo coulde wce, though it were all this day, 

»o<*Cjipper. y^^ f^j. ^j-Qubjij^g Qf yourfclfe gcutlc Maiftcr Doc- 
ton 

Kffgbt. Yet the mod ncceffary pointe which we fpakc 

of is yet behinde, that is, how thefe thinges may 
be remedied : And therefore wee will not goe 
fron) you till we hauehearde your advice herein. 

Doaor. A Gods name, I will fliewe my phanrafie in 

that part : But let us firft go to fupper. And fo 
wee went together to our fupper, where our hpfte 
had prepared honeltly for us. 
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The Third DIALOGUE; 

Wherein are deuifed fome remedies for the 
fame grief es. 

AFTER wee had well refreflied our felues KnighN 
at fu|)per, I thought long rill I had knownc 
the iudgment of Mayfter Doctor, about the re- 
medies of the thingcs aboue remembred, how he 
thought they might bee beft redreflcd, and with - 
lead daunger or alteration of things. (And therefore 
I fayd unto him thus:) Since yee haue declared 
unto vs (good Maifter Doftor) our difeafes and 
alfo the occafions thereof we pray you leaue vs not 
deftituce of conuenient remedies for the fame. 
You haue perfwaded vs full, and wee perceaue it 
well our felues, that we are riot now in fo good 
ftate as we haue bene in rimes paft. And you 
haue fhewed vs probable occafions that hath 
brought vs to that cafe, therefore nowe we pray 
you ihewe unto us, what mighte remcdye thefe our 
griefes. 

When a man doth perceaue his griefe, and the Do^o'* 
occafion alfo of the fame, hee is in a good way of 
amendment. For knowing the occafion of the 
griefe, a man may foone avoide the fame occa- 
fion : and that being auoyded, the griefe. is alfo 
taken away. For as the phylofopher fayth : Su- 
llata caufa toUitur effeSfus. But let us briefly re- 
count the griefes, and then the oi^cafions thereof, 
and thirdly goe to the inquifition of the remedies 
for the fame : firft this Vniuerfal Dearth, in com- 
parifon of the former age, is the chiefeft griefe 
that all men complaines moft on. Secondly, In^ 
clofures, and turning of erable grounde to pafture. 
Thirdly Decay inge of townes, townefhippcs, and 
villages, and laft, Divifion and Diuerfitie of Opi- 
nions in Religion. The occafions or caufes of 
?hefe, although I haue before diverfly declared 
M after 
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after the diuerfity of mens mindes and opinions, 
Yet here I wyll take out of the fame, but one- 
ly fuchasi thinke verely to be the very juft occa- 
llVln^z. fi^^s ^" deede. For as I fliewed you before, di- 
ry thingisto uers men diuerfly iudge, this or that: to be the 
be fearched. ^^^yf^ ^j. QccafiOD of this or that griefe, and be- 
caufe there may bee diuers caufes of one thinge, 
and yet but one principal caufe thftt bryngeth 
forth the thinge to pafle : Let vs feeke ouce the 
caufe, omitting all the meane caufes, which are 
driuen forward Uy the leaft originall caufe, as in 
a preffe going in at a ftraight, the formoft is dri- 
uen by him that is neyte hy m, and the next by him 
that followes him, and the third by fome vio- 
lent and ftronge thing that dryues him forwarde, 
whych is the firft and pryncipall,€aufe of the put- 
ting forwarde of the reft afore him. If he were 
kept backe and ftaied, al they that goe afore 
would ftay withal. To make this more plain 
unto you : as in a clocke there be many wheeks, 
yet the firft wheele being fturred it dryueth the 
next, and that the thyrde &c. till the laft that 
moues the inftrument that ftrickes the clocke : fo 
in making of an houfe, there is the maifter that 
would haue the houfe made, there is the carpenter, 
and there is the ftufFe to, make the houfe with al : 
that ftufFe neuer ftirres till the workeman do fet 
it forward, the workeman neucr trauailes but as 
the maifter prouoketh him with good wages, and 
io he is the principall caufe of this houfe making. 
And this caufe is of the learned called efficient, as 
that that bringeth the principal .thing to efFed:. 
Perfwad^ this man to let this building alone, and 
the houfe fh^ll neuer come to paflTe, yet the houfe 
can not bee made without the ftufFe, and workc- 
men, and therefore they be called of fome caufe 
fine quibus non^ and of fome other materiales, i^ 
formales^ but all com^th to oi^e purppfe. It is 
the efficient caufe, that is, the principall caufe, 
without rcmouing of which caufe, the thing th^c 
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cannot be remedied! And bccaufe that it was J^/^^Jf,/"""^* 
g-afFed in euery mans iudgmenr,..that the caufe of there bee. 
any thing being takeo away, the cfFefte is taken 
away with all. Therefore men tooke the caufcs 
of chefe thinges that we talke of wy thouce iudge- 
ment, nor difcerning the principali caufe from the 
mcane caufes, that by taking away of thefe caufes 
that bee but fecondary as it were, they were ne- 
wer the neare to remedy the thinge they went 
about, much like the wife of Aiax that loft her ^h'^'* 
hulband in the Ihippe called Argos, wiflied that 
thofe firre blames had neuer bene felled in Pelei- 
uswood, whereofthefayd Ihippe was made, when 
that was not the efficient caufe of the loofing her 
hufband, but the wyld fyre c^ft in the faid Ihippe, 
which did fct it a fyre. Such caufes as they be^ 
he called remote, as it were to farre of : fo they 
bee alfo idle and of no operation of them felues, 
without fume other to fet theni a worke, and per- 
cafe I (while I degreffe fo farre from my matterj 
fhal be thought to go as far from the purpofe, 
yet to come to our matter, and to apply thys, 
that I haue faide to the fame, feme thinkes this ^"Wata c^n* 
dearthe beginnes by the tenaunt in felling hiseffeaus?' 
wares fo deare, and fome other by the lord in 
reyfing his land fo high. And fome by thefe 
inclofures. And fome other by the reyfing of our 
coin or alteration of the fame. Therefore fome 
by taking fome one of thefe things away (as their 
opinion ferued them to be the pryncipall caufe of 
this dearth) thought to remedye this dearth. But 
as the tryall of the thing (hewed they touched not 
the caufe efficient pt-yncipall, arid therefore theyr 
deuife toke no place, and if they had, the thinge 
had bene remedied forthwith, for that is proper 
to the principali caufe that as foone as it is taken 
away the effeft is removed alfo. Yet I confeffe 
all thefe things rayfeth together with this dearth, 
that euery of them (hould fceme to be the caufe 
of ^[, neuertheleffe that is no good proofe that 
M 2 they 
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they (hould bee the caufes of it, no more then 
was the fteeple made at Doucr, the caufe of the 
decay of the haucn of Douer, becaufe the haven 
began to decay the fame time, that the fteeple 
began to be builded : nor yet, though fome of 
thefe be caufe of the other in deede, yet they be not 
all the efficient caufes of this dearth. But as I 
have faid before of men thrufting one another in a 
thronge one dryving another, and but one firft of 
How one ajj^ that was the chiefe caufe of that force : So in 
if M^he^^ this matter that we talke of, there is fome one 
*^ ^ht?/^ thing that is the originall caufe of thefe caufes. 
that be as it were fecondary and makes them to 
be the caufes of other, as I take the reifing of al 
prifes of viduals at the hufbandmans hand, is caufe 
of the reyfing of the rent of his Tand* And that 
gentlemen fall fo much to take fearmes to theyr 
hands leaft they bee driuen to buy theyr prouifion 
to deare, that is a great caufe againe that inclo- 
fure is the more vfed: for gentlemen hauynge 
much land in their hand and not being able to 
weild all and fee it manured in hufbandry, which 
requyreth the induftry laboure and governaunce 
of a greate many of perfons, doe conuert mofte 
of that lande to paftures, wherein is requyred 
both leffe charge of perfons, and of the which nc- 
verthcleffe commcth more clcare gaines. Thus 
one thynge hanges vpon another, and fets for- 
ward one another, but one fyrft of all is the chiefe 
caufe of all this circuler motion and impultioik 
I ihewed ere while, that the chiefe caufe was not^ 
in the Hulbandman, nor yet in the Gentleman. 
JLct us fee whether it were in the Marchaunt man. 
It appeares by reafon that all wares bought of 
him are dearer now fare then they were wont to 
be, the Hufbandman is dryuento fell his commo- 
dities dearer : now that the matter is brought to 
maifter Marchaunt, how can ye auoyd the caufe 
from being in you. 

. Sir 
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Sir, eafly ynough, for as wee fell nowe dearer all Marchauat. 
things then we were wont to do. So wee buy 
dearer all thinges of ftraungers ^ and therefore let 
them put the matter from vs, for we difcurden 
our felues of this fault. 

And they be not here to make aunfwerc, if ^o€tot. 
they were, I would afke them why they feirtheir 
wares dearer nowe then they were wont to doe, 

Mary and to that I hearde many of them aun- Marchauat. 
fwere er this (when they were alked that queftion) 
two maner of wayes. One was they felled in The ftraun- 
^deede no dearer then they were wont to do: fay- ^^'^'""J^u 
ing for proofe thereof, that they woulde take for ing this 
theyr commodities, as much and no moreof our *^*^"'^ 
commodities then they were wont to do. As for 
our tod of woU they would gieue afmuch wine, 
fpice or filke as they were wont to geue for fo 
much. Yea for an ounce of our filuer or golde, 
as much ftuffe as euer was geuen for the fame: 
and their other aunfwere was that if we reckencd 
they did fell their wares dearer becaufe they de- 
mounded moe pieces of our coyne for the fame 
then they were wont to do, that was not their 
fault they faide but oures, that made our pieces 
leffe or leffe worth then they were in tymes paft. 
Therefwethey demaunded the moe pieces of them 
for their wares, faykig, they caricd not what 
names wee wouWe gievc our coynes, they would 
ocniiider the quantitie and right ualue of it, that 
they were efteemcd at, cuery where through the 
World. 

Then I would have anfwered them there of Kn-ght, 
this fort. If they came hether but for our com- 
modities, what made it the matter to them, what 
quantity or value our coyne were. If fo they 
might haue as much of our commodities for the 
fame as they were wont to do. If they came 
againe for our filuer and golde, it was neuer 
lawfull, nor yet is expedient they fhould haue 
any from vs* Wherefore I would thinke that 

was 
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was no caufe why they fhould fell theyr wares 
dearer then they were wonte to doe. 
Doftor. Then he might haue aunfwtred againc^ that 

it chaunfed not all wayes together, that when 
they had wares whych we wanted, we had againe 
al thofe wares that they looked for. And 
thereTore they hauinge percafe more ware neccf- 
farie for us, then we had of fach wares as they 
looked for, would be glad to receiue of us fuch 
ftufFe currant in moft places, as might buy that 
they looked for elfewhere at their pleafure : and 
that they will fay was not our coyne. And as for 
our lawes of not tranfporting ouer fea any gold or 
filuer, they paffed not thereof, fo they mighte 
haue the fame ones conveyed them. As they had 
many waies to have it fo, which I haue before re- 
membred. Finally, hee might fay, that wee 
had not in deede our coyne in that eftate our 
felues, that by the name they pretended, but 
cfteemed both the value and quantity of the ftuffe 
it was made of. For if .they had brought vn to 
us halfe an ownce of filuer, wee would not take it 
for an ounce : nor if they brought us braffc 
mingled with filuer, wee would not take it for 
pure filuer, and if we would not take it.fo at 
theyr handes, why flioulde they take it otherwife 
at ours. Then they faw no man heere but woulde 
rather haue a cup of filuer then of brafle, no not 
the maifter of our mints, though they woulde 
other wife perfwade the one to be as good as the 
other. Wherefore feeing vs efteeme the one in 
deede better then the other, as all the world doth 
befide, why fliould they not efteeme our coine after 
the quantity and value of the fubftaunce thereof, 
both after the rate it was efteemed among vs, and 
and alfo euery other where. And fo as in moe 
. pieces now there is but the value that was in fewer 
pieces afore, tMerefore they demaunded greater 
number of pieces, but yet the like value in fub- 
ftaunce that they were wont to demaund fot their 

wares* 
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wares. Now let us fee, whether now goeth the 
caufe of this matter ? From the ftraungers ; for 
methinkes he hath reafonably excufed himfelfc, 
and put it from him. 

By your tale it muft bee in the coine, and con- Knight, 
fequently in theKyijges Highnes, by whofecom- 
maundemenc the fame was altered 

Yea percafe it goes further yet, yea to fuch as Do^^rl • 
were the firft counlailours of that deede, pretend- 
ing it fhouJd bee to his Highnes great and notable 
commodity, which if his Grace mought haue 
perceiued to haue ben but a momehtain profit^ 
and continuall lofTe both to his Highnes, and alfo 
hys whole Realme. He with his people might 
haue ben eafily reuoked again, from the praftife 
of that fimple deuife : but as a man that entcndetli 
to heale an other by a medicine that he thinkes 
good, thoughe it proue otherwife, is not much 
to be blamed : no more was the Kinges Maiefty 
in any wyfe, (in whofe time this was don, which 
is not to be fuppofed to haue intended thereby any 
lofle, but rather commoditye to himfeHe and his 
fubiefts) to be herein reprehended* albeit the 
thing fucceeded befide the purpofe. 

Then V ye thinke plainely that this alteration of '^°'*^' 
the coyne was the chiefe and principall caufe of 
this vniverfall dearth. 

Yea no doubt, and of many of the fayd grieues Doftor. 
that we haue talked of, by meanes, it being the 
theoryginall of all, and that befide the rcafon of J^^J^^^J^ ^^ 
the thing, being playne inough of it fclf j alfo ^^^ <^"yne 
experience and proofe doth make it more playne. ve,^^taufc 
For euen with the alteration of the coyne began ^^ thu 
this dearth, and as the coyne appayred, fo rofe conf^iwi* 
the prices of thinges with all : and this to be true, '^^?^''^ 
the few pieces of olde coyne which afterward re- n"ce th^ 
mained, did teftefie : for ye Ihoukl haue for any ^'"*^* 
pf the fame coyne as much of any ware either 
outward or inward as euer was wont to be had for 
the fsune. Fpr ^ the meafurc is made Icfle, there 

goeth 
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goeth more number to make up the tale, and 
becaufe this reifed not together at all mens handes, 
therefore fome hath grcate loffes and fomc other 
greate gaines thereby, and that made fuch a ge- 
nerall grudge for the thinge at the fyrft tyme. 
And thus to conclude, I thinke this alteration of 
the coine to haue ben the firfl: ori^mall caufe, that 
ftraungers fould their wares dearer to vs, and that 
made all farmors and ten aunts, that reared any 
commodity againe, to fell the fame dearer. The 
dearth therecrf^ made the gentlemen to rayfe their 
rents, and to take farmes to their handes for their 
better prouifion, and confequcntly to inclofe more 
groundes. 

Knight. jf j^jg ^^j.g ^ chiefeft caufe of the dearth, as of 

very good prgbability ("by you maifter Doftor) 
heere tofore alleaged, it fliould feeme to be : 
how cometh itto paffe (where as you fay, if the 
caufe be remoued, the effeft is alfo taken away) 
that the pryces of all thinges tall hot back to their 
olde rate, whereas now long fithence ouf Englifli 
coyne (to the great honour of our noble Princefle, 
which now rayghneth) hath bene again throughly 
reftored to his former pi)rity and perfedlion. 

Doftor. In deede, fir, I muft needes confcffe unto you 

(although it may feeme at the firft fighte to dif- 
credite my former fayings in fome parte) that 
notwithftanding th^t our coyne at this prefent day, 
yea, and many ycares paft, hath recouered his 
aunciente goodnefle, yet the dearth of all thinges, 
which I before affirmed to haue proceeded of the 
decay thereof, to remayne and continewe ftill 

Kiijght. among us. Wherefore as your doiibt heerein 
moued very aptly, and to the purpofe, is well 
worthy the confideration : fo docs I accoumpt it 
of fuch difficulty, that perhaps it would not be 
thought to ftand with mbdefty, to vndertake, 
without farther ftudy, prefently to diflblue the 
fame. 

Do^or. Syr, I pray you for this time omit the plead- 

ing^ 
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Inge 6F modefty. I vnderftand well ynongh by 
your former talke, that you are not vnprouided 
of fufRcient ftore ^without farther deliberation) 
to faxisfie vs withal, in greater matters if neede 
were) thenthefe. 

•Well, I am content (becaufe you will haue it Doaor^ 
fo) to ycf Ide to your importunity. 1 will vtter 
franckly vnto you myne opinion heerein, but vn- 
der proteftation, that if you like it not, yee re- 
iecl it, imparting likewife with mee your owne 
phantafies and iudgementes in the fame: I finde 
therefore two fpeciall caufes in myne opinion, by 
meanes of the which, notwithftanding the reftitu- 
tion made in our coine, the aforefaid dearth of 
thinges in refpeft of the former age remayneth 
yet among vs. The firft is, that whereas imme- 
diately after the bafenefs of our coyne inthe time 
of King Henrji the^ Eight, the prices of all 
things generally among al forts of people, rofc : 
it muft ncedcs happen here withal (as yee know-) 
that our gendemen which liued onely. upon the 
reuenues of their lands, were as neare or nearer 
touched (as is before proued) with the fmarte 
hereof, then any other of what order or eftate fo 
euer. This therefore being taken as moft true, 
the gentlemen defiroufe.to niayntaine their former 
credite in bearing out the porte of their prede- 
ceffors, were driuen of neceflity as often as whcn-^ 
fdeuer any leafes dcuifed for terme of yeares, by 
themfelues or their aunceftors were throgghly ex* 
pired, and fel into their hands, not to let them 
out againe for the moft part, but as the rentes of 
them were farre racked beyonde the olde 5 
yea this racking and hoyflinge vp of rentes 
hath continued euer fince the time vntill 
this prefent day : hereupon the hufbandman 
was neceflarily inforced, whereas his rent was now 
greater then before, and fo continueth unto this 
^iy, to fell his vidailes dearer, and to continue 

N the 
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the dearth of thefn : and likewife other artificera 
witball to maintaine the like proportion in their 
wares, wherefore as this dearth at the firft time 
(as I faid before) fprang of the alteration of the 
coyne, as of his firft and chiefeil efficient caufe : 
io, doe I attribute the continuance of it hitherunto, 
and fo forward, partly to the racked anc^ ftretched 
rentes which haue lafted, yea, and increafed euer 
(ince that time hetherunto, and fo are like to con^ 
tinue I know not how long. Now if we would 
in thefe our dayes, haue the olde penny worthcs 
generally reftored among vs a gayne. The re- 
ftoring of our good coine, which already is paft, 
and before the improued rentes would only of it- 
felfe haue ben fufficient to haue brought this mat- 
ter to paffe, will not ferue in thefe our dayes, ex- 
cept with all the racked rentes bee pulled downe, 
which poflibly cannot be withcMjt the common 
confent of our landmen throughout the whole 
Realme. Another reafon I conceiue in this mat- 
ter to be the great ftore and plenty of treafure, 
which is walking in thefe parts of the worjd far 
^ more in thefe ow dayes, then euer our forefathers 
haue fene in times paft. Who doth not under- 
ftand of the infinite fumes of gold and filuer^ 
which are gathered firom the Indies, and other 
countries, and fo yearly tranfported unto thefe 
coailes? As this isotherwife moft certain, fo doth 
it euidently appeare by the common report of all 
auncient men lining in thefe daies. It is their 
conftant report, that in times paft, and within the 
memory of man, he hath been accounted a rich^ 
and wealthy man, and wel able to keep houfe a- 
mong his neighbors, which all things difcharged, 
was clearly worth xxx. or xl. L but in thefe our 
dayes the man of the eftimation is fo far in the 
common opinion from a good houf-keeper, or 
man of wealth^ that he is reputed the next neigh- 
bor to a begger. Wherefwe thefe lu reafofls feem- 

cd 
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cd vnto me to contain in them fufficient proba^ 
bilicy for caufes of thecontinuaunce of this generail 
dearth. 

Yea, but (Sir) if the increafe of treafurc be ^'^^ 
partly the occafion of this continued dearth : then 
by likclyhood in other our neighbors nations, vnto 
whom yearely is convayghed great (lore of gold 
and filuer, the pryces of viftayles, and other 
wares in like forte, are rayfed according to the in- 
creafe of their treafure ? 

It is euen fo, and therefore to vtter freely mync ^^^^• 
opinion (as I accoumpt it a matter very hard for 
the difEculties aboue reherfed to reuoke, or call 
backe agayne all our Engliihe (wares unto their 
old prices : fo doe I not take it to be either pro- 
fitable or conuenient for the Realme, excepte wee 
would wifhe that our commodities ihould bee vt- 
tered good cheape to ftraungers, and theirs on 
the other fide deare vnto vs, which could not be 
without great impouerifhing of the Common- 
weale, in a very fliort time. 

Now that you haue fo well touched the occa- KmgJit- 
fion of this derth, and what is to be hoped or 
wifiied of the fame fo fully, that 1 am well fatis- 
fied withalL I pray you fhewe me the remedies 
of this great inclofiers, whereof all the Realme 
complaineth of fo much, and hath complayned 
long upon. For you haue well perfwaded how it 
is a meane (^ great defolation of this Realme^ 
and tha;t is longe of the great profit that men 
haue by pafturc, oqer that they haue by tillage 
.that they turne fo much to pailure. Now 1 
would tayne heare how it might be remedied 
againe : for I haue hearde this mattter of long 
time, and often reafoned vpon afwell inParliament^ 
as m Counfayks, and yet fmall remedy found 
therefore that tooke tS^. 

If I then, after fo many wife heades as woe '^^^'^^* 
\Ti tbofe Parliaments and Counfailes, would take 
N 2 vpon 
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ypon rqe to correft fas they fay) Magnificat y 
and to finde a remedy for this thirtge, whidh 
they could neucr doe. I might be reckcned very 
arrogant. 

Kntght. ^^^ ^^^' yonrphantafie therein ; for though you 

miffe of the right meane to reforme that, it fhall 
b^no more ftiame for you to doe fo, then ic was 
for fo many wife men as yee fpeake of to miffe* 

Doaor. You lay truth, and fince I fpeake nothing in 

this part, that I would haue taken as ic were tor a 
law, or decermfned thing, but as a certayn mo- 
tion for other wife men to confider, and to admit 
or reieft, as to their better reafon fhall feeme 
good : therefore as yee haue boldned me already 
with your patience to fay thus farre, I will not 
fpare to declare my minde in this. But ftill I 
muft keepe my ground, that I fpake of that is to 
try out' the effedual caufe of this inclofures, and 
then by taking away of the caufe to redreffe the 
thinge. 

Knight. I pray you doe fo, for to me it feemes very rea- 

fonable, that ye fay and agreeable to that I heard 
a good Phifition tell me ones, when I was ficke of 
an ague : when I afked him why he gaue me 
purgations that made tine yet weaker then I was, 

sub'atacai. being weake inough already: faying, hee had 

cffStusr more neede to geue me thinges that fhould make 
me ftronger. Then he anfwered me, that choler 
was the caufe of my fickenes, a^d that bee gaue 
thofe purgations to auoyde this humour, which 
being the caufe. of my difeafe ones taken away, 
the fickenes fliould be ridde from me withall. 
And therefore i pray you vfe your accuftomed 
order in this matter, and tel the'Caufe of thefe in- 
clofures, 

Pp^or. I (hevj^ed you before in our communication in 

the garden, the thinges that I -thought to be the 
cauffe thereof, and partely the remedy of' the 
lume. 
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So did other men among vs tell their Fahtafie as J^»6i>^ 
then, but no we 5 we pray you tell which of .ai^ 
thofe caufes ye take.fdr the neceffary and efficient 
caufe of this matter. 

To tell you plaine it is auarice that I take for Do^<** 
the principal caufe thereof, but can we deuife that 
all couetoufnes can be taken from men. No, no How in- 
more than we can make men to be without c^^^*^" ^}f 
wealth, without gladnes, without feare, and **"* 
wythoute all afFedtions: what then ? we muft j 
take away from men the occafion of their cove- / 
toufnefs, in this parr, what is that ? the exceeding j 
luker that they fee grow by thefe inclofures more 1 
then by their hufbandry. And that may be done Laim^yaL 
by any of thefe two meanes that I will tell you. j 
Either by the minifhing the luker that men haue 
by grafing : or els by aduaunfing of the profit of 
hufbandry, til it be as good, and as profitable to \ 
the occupiers as grafing is, for euery man (as j 
Plato faith) is naturally couetous of luker. And / 
that wherein they fee moft luker, they wil moft 
gladly exercife : I fhewed you before, that there 
is more luker by grafing of x. acres to the occu- 
pier alone, then is in the tillage of xx. And the / 
caufes thereof be many, one is that grafing requires, 
fmail charge and fmall labor, which in tillage 
confumes much of the mens gains, though it be 
true that the tillage of x. acres brings more gaines 
generally amongs the maifter and all his mainy 
then the grafing of xx. acres. Another great 
caufe is, that whatfoeuer thing is rered vpon 
grafing, hath free vente both oucr this fide, and 
alfo beyond the fea to be fold at the higheft penny. , 
It is contrary of all thinges reared by tillage, for ^ 
it requires both great charge of feruaunts and of 
labor. And alio if any good cheape be of corne, 
it paieth fcant for the charge of the tillage. And 
then if the market do arife either within the 
Realme, or without, the poore hufbaxid (hal be 
|b reftrained frpm fellyng his corn, that he neuef 

after 
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I after flial haue any ioy to fet his plough in the 
/ ground whych makcth euery man forfake tillage 
1 and fall to grafing, which bringeth ail thcfe in- 
clofures. 

Kmght- Now what remedy for that. 

Doftor. Mary as for the firft poynt, that is touching 

thcvnequal charges of tillage and grafing, that 
cannot be holpen in al pointes, by reafon the na- 
ture of both reapes the contrarye. Therefore the 
Latine tongue calles the one, that is pafture pra^ 

Pratam funtj that IS afmuch to fay as, paratum^ ready. 

q^afipara- But the Other thinge might be remedied, that the 
hufbandman mighte haue afmuch liberty at all 
times to fell his corne either within the Realme, 
or without, as the grafiers hath to fell hys, which 
would make the hufbandmen more willing to oc- 
cupy theyr plough. And other feeing them thriue 
would turn theyr pafture to tyllage. And though 
it enhaunfe the market for the time, yet would it 
cauie much more tillage to be vfed and confe- 
quentely more come, within time of plenty e with-t 
m this Realme, might bring in much treafure. 
And in time of fcarfity would fuffice for the 
Realme as fliewed you before. And this with 
luker they fhould bee entyfed to occupy the plough, 
yea and with other priuileges. I haue red that in 
this Realme fometime there was fuch a lawe as a 
man that had trefpaffed the law of mifaduenturc 
mought haue taken the plough tayle for his faindtu- 
ary. Alfo the occupation was had fo honourable 
amonge the Romaines, that one was taken from 
holding the plough to bee ConfuU in Rome, who 
after his yearc ended thought no fcome -to relbrt 
to the fame feate againe. What occupation. i& (b 
ncceflary or fo profitable for mans life as this is* 
Or what miftery is fo uoid of al craft as, the faaie 
is, and how little is it regarded : yea how much it 
is defpifed : that many in thefe dayes reputes them 
but as villains, pefaunts, or (laues, by whom the 
proudeft of theoi haue their livnn^ So that I 
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maruaile much there is any (feeing fuch a vility and 
contempt of the thing) will occupy the feat df huf- 
bandry at ail : For as honour nourifheth al fciences, 
fo difhonor muftneedes decay them. And there- 
fore if ye wil haue hulbandry encreafed ye mufl: 
honor and cherifli it, that is to let them haue ho- 
neft gaines thereby, and fmce that gains ftial come 
into your countrey why fhould you bee offended 
therewith. Another way is to abate the commo- 
dity of grafing, as when any taxe is requifite to be 
graunted to the Prince, if lands be chargeable 
thereto, to charge one aker of pafture afmuch as 
two of erable. Or els to burden wolles and fels, 
and fuch things as are reared by grafing that palfe 
to the partes beyond the fea vn wrouth, with double 
talage oucr any corn tranfported, and fo by en- 
haunfing the proBte of tyllage, and abating of the 
profit of grafing, I doubte not but hu(bandrye 
would be more occupied and grafing much leife. 
And thereby thefe inclofures to be broken vp. 
Alfo there is one thing of old time ordeined in this 
Realme which being . kept vnaltered would helpe 
hereunto alfo, that is where men are entercommin- 
ners in the common fields^ and alfo haue their 
porcions fo entermedled one with another, that 
though they wold they could not enclofe any part 
of the faid fields fo long as it is fo. But of late di- 
ners men finding greater profile by grafing then 
by hulbanfdry, haue founde the meanes either to 
buy theyr neighbors partes round aboutc them. 
Or els to exchaunge with them io many acres in 
this place, for fo nuny in another : whereby they 
might bringe all theyr kndes together, and fo in- 
clofe it, for the auoiding whereof I thinke verely, 
that it was fo of olde time ordeined, that euery te- 
naunt had his lande not all in one parceil of euery « 
field, but enterlaced with his neighbores landes fo 
as here fliould bee three acres, and then his neigh- 
bor fhould haue as many^ and ouer that he other 
thiw or iiii* and fo after the like rate be the mode 
. . partes 
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partes of the copyholdes that I do know in this 
countrey, which I thinke good were ftill fo conti- 
nued for auoyding of the fayd enclofures, and thus 
farre as to that matter. 

Now that ye haue well declared your opinion 
in thcfe matters of the common dearth and enclo- 
fures, I pray you tell vs your mynde what Ihould 
be the occafion of the decay of the good townes 
of this Realme, and of all bridges, highwayes, \ 
and hofpitalles, and how the fame may be reme- 
died and releued againe. For that thefe hufband- 
men and dwellers of the country, finde not fo 
great lacke in the fieldes abroade, but citizens 
and burgefes fynde as much within theyr walles. 

Since I haue begon to take vpon me to tell my i 
phantafie in all thefe things, I will goe through. 
In mine opinion, the good occupations heretofore 
vfed in the fayd townes, was occafion of theyr 
wealth in times pall, and the laying down of thofc 
occupations againe is the caufe of the decay of the d 
fame townes. Wherefore if fuch occupations may j 
be reuy ved againe in the fame, they would rccouer j 
their former wealth againe. | 

I beleeuethat well, that the decay of the occu- 
pations was the decay of thefe townes, but what I 
pray you, was the occafion of fuch decay of the 
occupations. 

I will tell you while men were contented with 
fuch as were made in the market townes next vn- 
to them, then were they of our townes and cities 
d^ay°o/our Well fct a workc, as I knew the time when men 
were contented with cappes, hattes, gyrdels, and 
poyntes, and all manner of garments jmade m the 
townes next adioyning, whereby the townes were 
then weir occupied and fet a worke, and yet th« 
money payd for the fame ftufFe remayned in the 
countrey. Now, the poorefl: youngeman in a 
countrey cannot be concent with a lether gyrdle, 
or lether poyntes, knyues, or daggers made nigh 
home. And fpecially no Gentleman can be con- 
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w in! tente to haue either cappe^ cote, doublet, hofe^ 
foca or ihyrte in his countrey, but they muft haue this 
andc geare come from London and yet many thinges 
hereof are not there made, but beyond the fea : 
opiVi whereby the artificers of our good towries are idle 
ideno and the occupations inXoridon, and fpeclally of 
c hi the tov/nes beyond the feaes, are well fet a workc 
] tow: euen vpon our cofts. Therefore I would wifli 
hwa?: fome ftay were deulfed for cornming of fo many 
I reir trifles from beyond the fea^ and fpecially of fuch 
u/bi thinges as might be made here amonge our felves. 
not >Or els might be either all fpared or els lefle vfcd 
citizs among ys, as thefe drynking and looking glafles, ' 
^aJb paynted clothes, perfumed gloues, daggers, kniues^ 
:el|ir pinnes, pointes, aglets, buttons, and a thoufande 
roQj: other thinges of like fort. As for filkes^ wines; 
jtofe and fpice, if there: came lefl& ouer, ' it made no 
thp matter. But fpecially I would that nothing made 
'■^ of our commodities, as wolles, felleSj and tinne, 
of il fuch be brought from beyond the fea to be folde 
jiTj here : but that all thofe fliould be wrought with- 
Q^x in this Realme : were it not better for ys that our 
. owne people were fet a worke with fuch thynge^f 
xii' then ftraungers. I am fure xx. thoufand perfons 
)a:l might be {tl a worke Within this Realme, that are 
fix fet a worke beyond fea with thofe thinges that now 
be made beyond the fea, arid might be made 
here : (mighte not the Priilce bee glad ofany ayde,^ 
Whereby he might finde x. M; perfons through the 
whole yeare, arid burden his treafureS with neuer 
a penny thereof ?) I think thefe things might be 
Wrought here not onely^ fufEcient to fet fo many a 
worke and ferue the Realme, but alfo td ferue 
other partSj as all kihde of cloth, and kerfey : 
worfteds, couerlets, and carpets of tapeftry : caps,- 
knit fleues, hofen, peticotes, and hattes: then 
paper both white and browne, parchment, velam, 
and all kinde of leather ware, as gloues, poyntes, 
gyrdles, (kins for jvrkins : arid of tinne all manner 
of veflcl, and alfo all kinde of glafTes, and earthen 
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pots, tcnnice balles, cardes, tables, and chefles, 
fince we will needes haue fuch things. And dagr 
gers, kniues, hammers, fawes, cheffels, axes, 
and fuch things made of yron might nor wee bee 
afhamed to take all thefe things at ftraungers 
handcs, and, fct fuch a multitude of their people a 
worke as I fpake of now, whofe finding and wages 
we doe beare now. Where all this profit might 
bee faucd within the Realme, where it fhould not 
goe from vs, but returne to. vs agaynefrom whence 
ii came, and in fettinge vp of thefe occupations, I 
woulde haue them moft preferred and cherilhed, 
that bringeih moft commodity and treafure into 
the country, as yee muft confider three fortes of 
occupa:ions: one that carrieth out the treafure, the 
fecond forte, that as it carrieth none forth of the 
countrey, fo it bringeth none in, but that it get- 
teth it fpcndeth in the oDuntrey, the third bring- 
eth in treafure to the countrey. Of the firft forte 
are Vintners, Milleners, Haberdafliers, thefe Galley 
men. Mercers, Fuftian fellers, Grocers, and Po- 
theicaries that felleth vs any wares made beyond 
t\it fea, for they doe but exhauft* the treafure of 
the Realme. Of the fecond forte are Vyftaylers, . 
Inholders, Bouchers, Bakers, Brewers, Taylors,, 
Cordwinders, Sladlers, Carpenters, Joyners, Ma- 
fons, Blackefraythes, Turners, and Hoopers, 
which like as they conuey no money out of the 
countrey, fo they bryng none in. But where as 
That arte is they get it they fpend it. Of the thyrd fore bee 
cheaXd in thcfc, Clothicrs, Cappers, Worftcdmakers, PeW- 
atownethat terers. Tanners, which bee all that wee haue of 
to'ihetornj. any arte which I can now recken, that brings into 
the Realme any treafure. Therefore thefe artes 
are to bee chearifhed, whereas they be vfed, and 
where they bee not they would be fet vp, and al- 
fo other fciences mo, as making of Glafles, 
making of Swerdes, Daggers, Kniues, and al 
tooles of Iron and Steele, alfo making of Pinnes, 
Poynts, Laces, Thred, and all manner of Paper, 
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and Parchment. I haiie heard fay that the chiefc 
trade of Couentry was heretofore in making of 
blew Threde, and then the towne was rich:; euen 
vpon that trade in nuner onely, and now our 
thredde comes all from beyonde fea. Wherefore 
that Trade of Couentry is decaied, and thereby 
the towpc like wife. So Briftow had a great trade Tcwne^aie 
by making of pointes, and was the chiefe mifteric ^Th fomc 
that was excrcifed in the towne, and albeyt thefe ^"« »*<*«• 
be but two of the lighted faculties that are, yet 
were there two great tcwncs chiefly mainteined by 
thefe two faculties aboue rchearfed. I heard fay 
in Venice (that mofte florifhing cirie at thefe daies 
of al EurtJpe) if they may here of any cunning 
craftefman :in any faculty, they will finde the 
meanes to allure him to dwell in their citye, for it 
is a wonder to fee what a deale of money one good 
occupy er doth brynge into a towne, though he 
himfelfdoth notgaineno his owne commoditye 
but a poore lyuing. As for example, what mo- 
ney one worftedmaker brynges into the towne 
\^here he dwelles, and how many hath lyuings vn- 
dcr him, and what wealth he bryngs to the towne 
where he dwels, truly I cannot fufficiently declare, 
for by a few worftedmakersthat fome townes haue 
they are growcn to great wealth and rychts. So 
of clothyng and cappyng. But where other cities 
do allure vnto them good workemen, ours will 
expell them oute, as I haue knowen good worke- 
men as well fmythes and weauers haue commen 
from ftraunge parties to fome cicyes within this 
Rcalme'cntending to fet up theyr craftes» and be- 
caufe they were not free there (but fpecially becaufc 
they were better workemen then was any in the 
towne) they could not be fufFered to worke there. 
Such incorporations had thofe mifteries in thofe 
townes that none might worke therein their facul- 
ty, except they did compounde with the firft. 

And do you think it reafonable that a ftraunger ctpp«r. 
Ihould bee as free in a city or towne, as they that 
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iwere prentifes there : then no man would bee 
prentice to any occupation if it v^ere fo. 
poftpr. I fayd. not that they fliall haue commonly lyke. 

libertye or fraunchife, but as one cfafte makes but 
one perticuler companie of a ipwne or city, fo I 
would haue the weale of the whole city rather re- 
garded, then the commodity or fraunchife of one 
crafte or miftery : for though commonly none 
fhould be admitted there to worke, but . fuch as 
ate free, yet when a fing^uler good workeman in 
any miftery comes, which by his good knowledge 
might both enflrude them of the towne being of 
the fame facuky, and alfo bringe into the towne 
much commodity befide. I would in that cafe 
haue priuate liberties and priuileges geue place tQ 
a publiqae weale, and fuch a man gladly adrhitted 
for hyo excellency to the freedome of the fame 
towne, wythoute burdenyng of hym wyth any 
charge for his fyrft .entry or fetting vp. Yea 
v/htre a towne is decayed and lackes artificers to 
furnifji the towne with fuch craftes, as were other 
fometymes exercifed well there.or might bee, by 
reafon of the fituation and commodity of the fame 
towne, I wpuldehaiie fuch craftefmen allured out 
pf oth<tT places where they bee plenty, to come to 
thofe townes decayed to dwell, offering them 
theyr freedome, yea theyr hpufe rente, free, or 
feme ftopke knt them, of the common , ftocke'^ of 
fuch townes, and \vhen the towne is well furnifti-. 
ed of fuch artificers, then to flay the comming in 
. pf fbreners, but whyle the towne* lackes^ enhabi- 
tauntes of artificers, it were no policy for the 
reitaurStion of the towne to keepe of any llraung, 
artificers ; for the raoft parte of all to>vnes iare 
malnteyned by craftefmen of all fortes, but fpie- 
cially by thofe that make any wares to fell out. of 
the countrey, and brynges thefeifore treafure into^ ^ 
the fame, As Clothiers, Capper?, Worftedma- 
kers, Hatmakers, Poyntmakers, Pinners, Paint* 
crs^ Founders, Smythes of all fortes, Cutlers, 

-Glcuers, 



^English PolUcye. Foh 109 

Glouers, iTanners, Parchment makers, Gyrdlers,-. 
Pourfers, makers of Paper, Thredmakers, Turn-^ . 
crs, Balketmakers, and many other fuch. As for , 
the Mercery, and Haterdaftiers, Vinteners, and . 
Grpcers, I cannot fee what they doc to a towne, 
but fynde a liuinge to v. or vi. houiholdes, and 
infteade thereof empouerifh ten. times as many,, 
but fince men will needes haue filkes, wine, and 
fpice. It is as good that men do fpend theyr money 
vpon luch in their a\lvne towne, as to be dryuen to 
fecke the fame further, as for the reft of the arti- 
ficers, like as I faid before euen.as they take no , 
money out of the countrey fo they brynge none, 
in, asTaylours, Shoemakers, Carpenters, Joyn- 
ers, Tylers, Mafons, Bouchers, Vittailers, and 
fuch like. Alfo an other thinge I recken would 
helpemuch torelieue ouretownes dccaied, if they ^ 

would take order that al the wares made there, 
fhould ha-ue a fpeciall marke, and that marke to 
be fet to none but to fuch as be truely wroughty 
and alfo that euery artificer dwelling out ot al 
townes (fuch as cannot for the comniodity of their 
occupations, be brought to any towne toenhabite, 
as Fullers, Tanners and Clothers) ihould bee h- 
mitted to bee vnder the corredion of one good 
towne or other, and they to fell no wEre but fuch 
as are fyrft approued and fealed by the towne that . 
they are lymitted unto. And by thefe two meanes, 
that is to fay, fyrfte by ftaying of wares brought 
beyond fea, which might bee wrought within vs, 
from comming in to be fold. Secondly, by re- 
ftraining of our wolie?, tinne, felles, and other 
commodityes from paffingouer vnwroughte. And 
thirdly by brynging in funder the correction of 
good towns}'artificers dwelling in the countreies : 
making wares to be fole outward, and ihofe wares 
to be viewed and fealed by the towne feale before 
they fhoulde bee fplde. I woulde thynke oure 
townes myght bee foone reftored to theyr auncyent 
wealth or far bettered if they would follow this. 

Now 
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%m^\. Now we pray you go totheiafl: matter yc 

fpake of how thefe diuerlitie of opynions may be 
taken away, which traubles the peopk very fore, 
and makes greate fedition and^deuifion amonge 
thern^ and in maner makes debate betwene neigh- 
bour and neighbour, the father and hys fon^ the 
man and his wyfe, whych is yec more to bee fcar- 
ctJ> then all other the forefayd loflcs of worldly 
goods. For if wee weire neuer fo poore, and 
did neuertheleffe agree amonges ourfelues, wee 
Ihould jycke ourelclues hoalc againe in fhort 
fpace. 
^^<^»- Yee fay truth, with concord weake thinges doe 

cncreaie and waxe big. And contrary wife, with 
Cbocor^a difcorde ftrong things waxe weake^ And it muft 
Jumd'sTwr-^ necdes be true that truth ftfelfe fayth, Euery 
*i maxime Kingdome deuided in it fclfe (halbce defolate. 
^abuatut. Whercforc I cannot forbeare to fhew you my poore 
opmion, how fo great a mifchiefe as this is, may 
bee. auoyded out of this our Commonweale : and 
ftifl I will vfe one trade, as in fecking out the 
oryginal caufe, and by takinge away ot that, to 
ihewe the rcmedye. I take the chiefe caufe here- 
of afwel the fmnes of them that be the minifters-of 
Ghrifts holy word and mifteries, as of you that bee 
the flocke. And firfte of ours thit hauc fwarued 
altogether, from their due courfe order and pro- 
feilion to all klnde of liberality, not onely to the 
bafenes of laymen, but far inferioar to them in 
pryde, couetoufnes, and fuch. Wherefore yee 
laymen feeing in vs no excellency in pur mancrs 
in deede, thinke vs vnworthye to bee your leaders 
and paftoi-s, or to whofe doftryne yee fhoulde 
gieue credence, whom yee fee in lyuingfar difcre- 
pant from the fame. And therefore yc take vpon 
you the iudgment of fpirituall thinges, to whom 
it doth not appertain. As one inconuenience 
draweth exier another after him, for fo long as the 
minifters of the church were of thofe maners and 
conucrfation agreeable with theyr doftryne. So 

long 



dtefii^^il^:; 



^English Polficye. FoL 1 1 1 

long all men, yea the grerateft Prynces oF the 
worlde and the wyfeft men were content to beleuc 
our dodrihe, and to obey vs in things concerning 
the foiU : and fince we fel from the pcrfeftipn of 
life, we grew out of credit, and the holy doftrine 
of Chrift fufFered flaunder by our finful liuing. So 
we hauegieucn the fyrfte occ^afion of this cuil, 
and yce haue taken it as an inftrtimentto worke 
this fcyfme withal. And though both do euil Thexra- 
therein, yet the remedy ought to begin at the^J^y^^^lT 
roote of this milchyef, which I take to htc in the ^ }\^^ <* 
minifters and paftors fpirituall. And to be play ne ^ ^**^ 
yrith you, and no more to diflemble oure ownc 
, faultes, then I haue done yours^ except wee re- 
forme ourfelues fyrft-, I can haue no greate tf uft to 
fee this generall fcyfme and deuifion in religion 
vtterly taken away : it may percale, wyth autho- 
rity be for a time appeafed, but neuer fo as it 
fprynge not vp againe^ except we reforme oure- 
felues fyrft 

Mary and I thinke yee haue bene wel difciplined Kni^ 
and corrected already, fo as yee had good caufe 
to bee reformed as by taking much of your pof- 
feffions from you, and in burdening of your bene- 
fices with fubfidies, as well annual as proportional, 
and other wayes. What other reforniauon would 
yee haue more. 

Yea no doubtc wee haue had beating inoughe li^^^* 
that woulde haue ferued, but fome maiftcrs with 
little beating will teach theyrfchollers better, then 
other wyth more ftrypes can do, and agayne * 
fome fchollers will be reformed with leffe beating 
then other. So you and we do now, you in beat- 
ing inough but lide teaching, and wee agayne 
little regardyng the ftrypes do learne as litle. For 
notwithftanding thefe punilhments that we haue 
had, the reproaches and revylinge and optning 
of ourfaultes, fee how many of vs haue reformed 
our felues, yea fo much as in our outwarde duties, 
whcreuato we are both bound by Gcds lawe, and 
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our canons, lawes, and decrees: how many mcrcf 
of vs haue reforted to our benefices to be refidenc 
thereon, which not onely by the fayd lawes, but 
alfo vpon greate penalties wee are bounde unto by 
the lawes of this Real me. How many Icfle now 
then before haue ftudied to heape benefice upon 
beilefice, when wee bee fcante able to difcharge 
one of them, what better tryall or examination is 
there nowe in admyting of minifters of the church ? 
What more exafte fearche is made by our Bifhops, 
for worthy men to be admitted to the cure of 
fouks ? What better execution of our cannons and 
decrees doth our Biflioppes, Deanes, and Arch- 
deacons In their vifitations now» then they did 
before? Yea what better hofpitality^ refidence or 
miniftration eyther of the word or of their other 
'duties do our Prelates and Byfliops now then they 
did before ? doe they not lurk in theyr manfions 
& manour places far from theyr cathedral churches 
as they were wont, and fcant ones a yeare wil fee 
their principal church, where they ought to be 
continually refident ? be they not in a manner as 
unmeete for preaching the word of God as euer 
they were, for all thefe plagues that God fendes 
to them, but they are fo blynded that they cannot 
fee wherefore they be thus puniflied, and con- 
ftrue it to be for other Caufes, as by the covet- 
oufnefs of lay men in defiringe theyr poffeflions, 
by a hatred conceiued agaynfte them tor not ob- 
teyning theyr purpofe at men of the Churches 
f hand. Or for that they cannot a]>yde the correc- 
tion of the Church, or fuch other caufes as they 
imagine with themfelues. And thinke that the 
indignation againft them Ihortly will flacke of it 
felfe : But I pray God it doe not rather encreafe, 
as I feare me it wil, except we amend vs the 
rather. How can men be content to pay the tenth 
of theyr goods which they get with theyr fore la- 
bour and fweate of theyr browes, when they can-" 
not haue for it againe neither gholtly comfortc 
^ nor 
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nor bodely : what layman wil be any thing fcru- 
pdus to kcepe thofe tythes in his owne handes, 
when hee fees vs do nothing more then he for it : 
What credite wyll any man gieue to our doftrine, 
whom they fee fo lighte in lyuing, what reue- 
rence will they gieue our perfonncs in whofe ma- 
ners, they fee no grauity. But to pafle from 
thefe matters to others. There be moft godly 
ordinaunces made by our lawes by authority of 
counfailes generally, that all Archdeacons fhould 
vifite in perfon yearely theyr prccinftes. The 
Biftiop euery three yeres to fee the whole Dio- 
ceffe what is to be reformed either pryuately or 
generally, that priuate faults might be refourmed 
forthwith, and the generall at the next Synode, 
and therefore they haue theyr procurations. Vi- 
fite they doe not in perfon as they ought to doe, 
but by deputies, more for theyr procurations then 
for any reformation. The money is furely ga- 
thered but the caufe wherefore it was geuen no- 
thing kepte: the ftipend is exafted, and the worke 
wherefore if was due, vndone. Then is there 
another good ordenaunce, and godly abfolued 
after the like fort : where euery Bilhop (hould 
yerely keepe a fynode in hi^dioces of all euange- 
lical perfons, and euery Archbifhop a finod for 
his whole proulnce, euery third yere that if any 
thing occurred in the diocefe worthy reformation it ^^i^ 
might be referred to the provinciall congregation. 
If it were either doubtful to the Bifliop or could 
not be reformed without greater Authority then 
the Bifhoppes alone. Where bee thefe finodes 
now kepte ? yet they rcceiue euery yere their fino- 
dals of the poore priefbs : of fuch good ordenance 
and godly there is nothing kept, but that which 
is there owne private commodity) which be that 
procurations and finodals : the other part where- 
fore that charge was laid is omitted, the burden 
remaineth and the duty is taken away, yet better it 
were that both the one and the other were taken 
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away, then to haue the good parte taken and the 
worfe to remayne. If they will fay, that there 
needeth now a daies no fuch vifitation, nor fy- 
nods, then there needed neuer none of them, for 
moe thinges to bee reformed among vs, were ne- 
uer then be nov^, nor reformation neuer more nc- 
ceflary. But our prelats would fay they dare 
make no lawes in fuch finodes for fear of penury, 
what neede any mo lawes made then they haue al- 
ready ? what fliould let them to put thefe in exe- 
cution that be already made ? fpeciaHy fins they 
haue the aide of the temporal lawes thereto, is 
there not ftatutes made in parliament for refidcnce, 
and for reftrayning of pluralitie of benefices ? 
which had neuer neede to hape ben made, if wee 
would haue put our lawes in execution. Are not 
we worthy to haue other men to correde and re- 
forme vs, when we can not reforme our felues ? 
-Is it maruaile that wee bee not out of credence 
when our life and conuerf^tion is contrary to our 
owne lawes and profeffion, and that the religion 
of them fufFcreth flaunder offence and reproache, 
through our defaultes fhall be ones required of 
our hands. Therefore if we wil haue this fcifmc 
taken away from Chrifts church, let vs firft re- 
forme our felues and put our lawes in execution, 
as in reforcing to our bt^nefices to keepe refydence, 
and in contentyng our felues wyth one benefice 
a piece : And wyth the lyuinge that is appointed 
to us for our miniftration without deuifing of 
other extraordinary and unlawful gaines. For 
what is more agreeable wyth reafon^ then a man 
to fpendehis tyme where he hath his lyuing and 
to do his office, for that he hath the benefit of: 
Propter offi- ^^^ feeing euery benefice is a mans liuing, and 
cium datur if it bc not it might be amended till it be acom- 
benefiaum, pg^gjjf ]iuing, and cucry one rcquireth one mans 
whole charge. What reafon is it that one man 
fliould have two mens liuings and two mens charge, 
where he is able to difcharge but one. Then to 

haue 
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haue mos and difcharge the cure of neiier a obc 
is to farre agaynit reafon. But feme per cafe 
will fay, there be feme of vs worthy a greater 
preferment then other, and one benefice we're to 
litle for fuch a one. Is there not as many degrees 
in the variety of bsnefices, as there is in mens qua- 
lities? Yes forfooth there is : yet in this realme 
(thanked be God) benefices from M. markes to 
XX. markes a yeare of fundry values to endow 
euery man with, after his qualities and degree. 
And if a meane benefice happen to fall let euery 
man be contented therewith till a better fal. And 
if he be thought worthy of a better, let him leaue 
the firft and take the better, for the meaneft bene- 
fice is a fufiicient living for fome man, which • 
fhoiild be deftitute of a living, if that benefice 
^nd other like fhould he heaped vp together in 
great mens hands. Yea I doe knowe, that men 
which haue fuch meane benefices be more com- 
monly refident, and keepe better hofpitality on 
the fame, then they that haue 'greater benefices. 
It is a common proaerbe. Its meary in Hall: 
Whan Beardes wags all. Nowe looke throughe 
a whole diocefle, you fliall not finde xx. perfons 
refident that may difpend xl. 1. a piece, nor of 
al the benefices in a dioceiTe, the fourth perfon 
refident ouer the fame. What temperal office is 
fo far abufed as thefe be that be fpirituall and of 
a greater charge : I pray God fend our Prelats 
eyes to fee thefe enormities : for it fhoulde feeme 
that they are fo blinded that they cannot fee them. 
And then I doubt not but all delayes fet a part 
they will reibrme them: and if they do not, I 
pray God fend our IN^aieftrats temperall the minde 
to reforme thefe thinges with their fecular power. 
And to ftudy for the reformation of them, rather 
then for theyr poffeffions, Chriftian Princes beare 
not their fwords in vayne : nor yet is it fo ftraunge 
a thing to f?e Chriftian Princes reforme the pre- 
lates that fwarue from their dueties. Thus far 
P 2 ' belt 
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beit fpoken touching the reformation of them 
that be mynifters of the Church. Now to fpeake 
of that is to be reformed of our parte that be of 
■ the laytye, yee mull vnderftand, that al that 
geue themfelues to the knowledge of any faculty, 
arc commonly fubieft to eyther of two vices (as 
Cicero d^ that great clarke Tully doth report) the one is to ' 
offi.iib. I. ^^j^^ ^^^^^ things that we know not for things 
known, or as though we knewe them: for a 
voyding of which fault men ought to take both 
good fpace and great diligence in confideration 
of things, ere they come to geue judgment of the 
The faulted fame : the other vice to beftowe too great a ftudy 
tieJa r'^°^^"^ labour about obfcure and hard thinges nothing 
*^ ^** neceffary. Let us now confider and thofe faults 
be not among you at thefe daye?, yee be all now 
ftudiojs to know the vnderftanding of holy Scrip- 
ture. And well for there can be no better defire, 
more honeft, nor more neceffary for any Chri- 
ftian man : but yet doe yee not fee many younge 
men before they haue either taken any longe tiqie, 
or any good diligence in the confideration or ftu- 
dy of Scripture, take vpon them to iudge of high 
matters being in controuerfie, geeuing to quicke 
:^^l aflent either to their owne inuention, or to other 
|.}. mens : before they haue confidered what might 
^: be faid to the contrary. And this fault is not one- 
ly feene in men ftudious of the knowledge of 
fcripture, but alfo in younge ftudents of all other 
fciences : fhall. yee not find a ftudent in the lawe 
of the.Realme, after he hath bene at the ftudy of 
. the lawe not paft iii yeares, more ready to aflbyle 
you a doubtful caufe of the lawe, then cither he 
himfelf or another, after that he hath ftudied the 
law xii. or xiiii. yeares. Yea no doubt, .fo it is 
in a young Grammarian, Logitian, Rethoritian, 
and fo of al other fciences. Therefore Pythago- 
ras forbade his fchollers to fpeake the firft v. yeares 
that they came to him, which leffon I would to 
God yee would be content to obferue, before yee 
gauc 
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gaue any iudgment in matters of holy Scripture* 
And then I doubt not, but after vii. yeares read- 
ing, yee would by collation of one place with 
another of Scripture, finde a greater difficulty 
therein, then yee doe now, and be more fcripu- 
lous to geue an aunfwere in high things then yee 
be nowe : and this harmecommeth of rafhc iudg- 
ment in that part, that when a man hath once vt- 
tered his opinion in any thing, he will thinke it a 
great Ihame for him to be brought from that he 
hath once affirmed for truth. Therefore what fo 
euer he readeth after he conftrueth for the mayne- 
tenaunce of his opinion, yea and wil force that 
fide not only with his words and perfwafions, but 
alfo with that powre and authority that he hath, 
and will labour to bring other to the fame opini- 
on as many as he can, as tl^ough his Ojjinion 
flioulde bee the more true, the moe fauourtrs that 
he may get of the fame. By fuch meanes if we 
feeke but for the truth, that is not to be itidged 
to be alwaies on the beft fide that getteth the ouer 
hand by power, authority, or fuffrages extorted ; 
it is not like in the difceptacion, and inquifition of - 
the truth, as it is in a fight or a wreftling: for he 
that hath the ouer hand in thefe thinges hath the 
vidory, and in the other hee that is fomecimes 
put to fcilence, or otherwife vanquiflied in the 
fighte of the worlde, hath the viftory and con- 
queft of truth, on his fide. Since we contend 
but for the knowledge of the truth what fliould 
wee deuide our felues into faftions and parties; 
but let the matter be quietly difcuflfed, tryed, and 
examined, by men to whom the iudgment of 
fuch thinges appertayneth. And prouide in the AsConfhn- 
meane tim« that neyther party doe vfe any vyo- g'i',\fdjd m 
]ence agayne the other, to bring them by force to the time <£ 
this or that fide, vntil the whole or moft part of 
them to whom the difcufcion of fuch things ap- 
pertayneth vnto, doe freely confent and dettrmine 
the matter. That is the onely way to dcfcide fuch 

con- 



Auu3* 



I 



Ii8 A Brief e Conceipte 

controuerfies, and fince this contencion muft once 
haae an ende : it were better take an end be times 
then too late, when percafe more harme fhall 
haue enfued of this dangerous fcifme, as hath al- • 
ready done in other parties even before our eyes. 
And in like things hath before this time been 
feene, of fuch fort as it is too lamentable to bee 
remembred : what loffe of Chriftian men ? what 
diminiftiing of the Chriftian faith ? what conti- 
nuall warrcs, hath the faction of the Arrians bene 
the occafion of? did it not feperatc and fever at 
length all Ada, and AfFricke from the Chriftian 
fayth? Is not the religion, or rather the wicked 
fnperfticion of the Turke graffed ouer this Arrian 
{\:£t ? did it not take his foundation thereof ? as 
there is no dyuifion more daungerous, then that 
which groweth of matters in religion : fo it were 
moft expedient and neceffary to be quickely re- 
medied, which cannot bee done by any other way 
then by a free and generall counfel, * that hath \ 
bene alwayes from the time of the Appoftles who 
firft tooke that remedy feuen to their dayes) the 
onely way to quiet and appeafe all controuerfies 
in religion. And no doubi the Holy Ghoft as his 
promife is, wil be private in euery fuch affembly, 
that is gathered together by no force or labor of 
any efteftion. But now we will fay, thoughe wee 
would for our partes fet afide partiality, and be 
indifferent and vfe no cohercion to get numbers 
and vojtces that fhould favour our partes, who , 
can promife that the Biflioppe of Rome and other 
prelates would doe the fame. Surely if yeedid fay 
fo, yee fayd a great matter, for they be men and 
ffifme mJght ^^^^h more fubjeft to affedions then yee be. But 
be remedied. I flial bc bould after my manner to tcl my minde 
herein afwell as in other things, I take all thefe 
matters that be now a days in controuerfie to be of 
one of thefe fortes, that is either touching the pro- 
fits and emoluments of the prelats and minifters 
of the Church, or touching pointes of religion. 
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As touching thoG: articles that' concern religion, 
I would wifhe that^thcy had onely the diicufcioa 
thereof, which ought and haue vfed alwayes to 
haue the iudgment of the fame, and as touching 
^he articles that concerne the profits of ecclefiafti- 
cal perfons, I would haue thefe left to the difcuf- 
ciort of feculcr powers, becaufe it concernerh fe- 
culer thinges only, where no man neede miftruft, 
but that the maieftrates will prouide an honorable 
liuing for that kinde of men that ferueth fo hono- 
rable a roume as the miniftraticn of God's holy 
Word and his Sacraments. Farthermore I v/oulde '^^^^^^^^ 
wiflie in thinges touching the Eyfliop of Rome, n^jbdEffir- 
and his iurisdiclion, thachefhould be fet a part '''^^^™*°* 
and fome other indifferent perfons chofen, by 
Chriflian Princes to dire6t or be Prefidentes in the 
Counfayle while his matter is in handlinge, (if it 
pleafe Chriftian 4r rinces to holde a Counfayle with 
that Whore of Babylon) for no man is meete to 
be a Judge in his own caufe : here I haue but 
briefly touched the fummes of things after my 
fimple phantafie, referringe the alowing or re- 
iefting of all or fome of them to your bettt:r 
iudgement. 

I am forry that it is fo late, that wj muft needes Ktiight, 
depart now. 

And fo bee wee in ojood fayth ; but wee trufl: -^Tarchaunc, 
ere you departe the towne to haue fome commu- ^njc^ipcr, 
nication wyth you agayne. 

I will bee glad if I tarry in the towne. But as dd^w- 
yet truly I knowe ngt whether I fhall remayne 
here beyond too morrow morning, which if I 
do (in any thing that my fimple iudgement will 
reach vnto) you fhall heare my farther opi- 
nion, in the meane time I pray you fo to thinke of 
mee as of one, that if 1 haue fpoken any thing 
which may bee pre?udiciall to the Commonweale 
any way, I am ready to revoke it, and to yeelde 
to the iudgement of any other man, that can Ihew 
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how all thefe griefes, or the more part of them 
may bee remedied by any other better meanes, 
for I know of many a thowfande in this lande, I 
may worft fpeake in fuch a wayghty matter. And 
fo heere for this prefent I take my leaue of you all. 
Knight. And thus wee departed for that time : but on 

the morrowe when I knewe maifter Doftor was 
gone out of the towne, I thought not meete this 
communication fliould bee loft, but remembred 
at the leaft in mine owne priuate booke, to the 
intent as oportunity ftiould ferue, I might brynge 
forth fome oif his reafons in places where they 
might eyther take place, or be aunfwered other- 
wife then \ could. And therefore I haue noted the 
fayd communication briefly of this fort;e as you 
fee. 



FINIS, 



Imprinted at London^ by "Thomas MarJIje^ 1581. 
Reprinted. i75i» 




3 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine is incurred by retaining it 
beyond the specified time. 
Please return promptly. 




